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PREFACE. 



It was my fate to be made prisoner twice during the 



The period of my first imprisonment, which, for the 
' nioBt part, waa passed at Baltimore, extended from Sep- 
tember, 1862, to the following February; and again aft- 
erward, being eaptured at an interval of about two years, 
I was an inmate of Fort Warren, near Boston, from Feb- 
ruary until July, 1866. 

While confined in Fort McHenry many Tisitors came 
to see me, and all were desirous of learning fuller par- 
ticulars than as yet they had been able to obtain of some 
one or other of the various exciting episodes through 
which, during the previous year's campaign — so replete, 
indeed, with opportunities of adventurous life — I had 
passed, and in many of which I had taken part. As, 
however, no interview was ever permitted me with any 
one except in the presence of a guard, I eould impart 
but little information in this way. And so, to oblige my 
friends, and especially to comply with the request of one 
whose every wish it was my pleasure to gratify, I en- 
deavored, as I eonld colleet my reminiscences, to give, in 
the form of a Diary from Recollection, an account of the 
incidents of the first year of my service in the Confeder- 
, ate cavalry. 

Eough sketches they were, in which I retraced my 




own steps biick over the rugged ground, so often passed 
and repassed in toilsome marches, or contended for on 
hard-fought fields, again and again to be marched over 
and fought over ; and, not supposing that they would 
meet with perusal except privately, I described but casu- 
ally, and sometimes omitted altogether mentioning the 
performances of others, whose paths lay alongside of my 
own, and far more prominent and deserving of mention 
than myself. 

Subsequently delivered again into the hand of the cap- 
tor, and taken to Fort Warren, I resumed and finished, 
on the same plan, the relation I had thus begun, 

I have lately, and since the close of the war, been in- 
duced to lay it before the public. Though not sufficient- 
ly perfect or comprehensive to be considered a complete 
chronicle of the time op events brought into view, it may 
serve to give a tolerably correct idea of some of the most 
important movements, and present some striking pic- 
tures of the war in the Valley of Virginia, and upon the 
border in that section. 

BcsideSjI wished to submit a statement of several mat- 
ters, which will be found in the following pages, in re- 
gard to which a number of the Northern journals saw 
fit to bestow the most unsparing vituperation upon my- 
self and others, my object being to remove from the 
minds of those wilhng to judge fairly and without preju- 
dice, impressions created by misstatements in newspapers, 
whose views it suited to ignore and degrade into mere 
plundering raids expeditions of a military character, and 
obviously, immediately, or strategically bearing upon that 
result. H. G. 
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I. 

BEPTEMDER, 18GI. 

I CROSSED tlie Potomac at tlie mouth of Cherry Run on 
the 30th of August, 1801 ; stopped on my way for a eliort 
time at the house of ilr. G — — , who gave me a hospitable 
welcome; and, crossing the North Moniitain, reached Bun- 
ker Hill, and spent that night with Mr. S . 

There had been, it is true, no very slirriug or staitliiig 
peril in getting over ; aud, instoad of having to run a gaunt- 
iGt of bristling bayonets and hurtling buSlcts, i had found 
that, afler ail, blodfadcs were not free from Iho infirmities 
of most human institutions ; yot I carried a much lighter 
heart, and breathed more freely, now that I was safe on the 
"Virginia shore, and that night's sleep waa a sounder one 

I than I had known in some time past. 

Next day I rodo into Charlestown with Dr. , and 

there fell in with some of Colonel Ashby's pieketa. Alter 
dinner I wont to Camp TuiTJor, where I was introduced to 
the colonel. I found him lying on the lawn, surrounded by 

. his men, among whom I recognized several wlio had been 
comrades in Captain Charles Ridgeley's company of Balti- 
.IDore County Horse Guards. 

One glance at the features of the gallant Ashby confirmed 

I the high estimate that I had formed of him, and I said to 

I myself, " If I follow yon, I go far enough." 
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T immediately joined Captain Frank Mason's company 
under Ashby, and that night went ou a econting expodl- 
lion, commanded by Private White, afterward so favora- 
bly known aa the daring colonel of " "White's lodependent 
Kaogers." On our return we fell in with a detachment of 
two companies of cavalry, commanded by Colonel Aahby 
in person, which we joined, and all marched over to Har- 
per's Ferry. 

At this time the Upper Potomao formed the frontier line 
of warfare in that section. The Union forces held and acted 
on the north bank, and a considerable body of cavalry un- 
der Colonel Asliby watched the enemy, guarded the fords, 
and scouted along the southern baiik of the river. They 
were a fine body of men, well mounted, and, generally, thor- 
oughly acquainted ■with tho country ; and, under Ashby's 
vigilant and skilifnl leadership, made the best force that 
could have been foi-mcd to defend and operate on this line. 

At many points the river was fordable, and the enemy 
would frequently cross detachments in greater or less force 
—^sometimes for a foray or raid, Bomelimes for the purpose 
of discovering our strength or position. 

Incursions and counter-movements on our part of this 
character comprised pretty much all that occurred in tliia 
quarter during the period to which I am now referring, to 
vary the monotony or add the occasional stimulus of excite- 
ment to the dullness of camp life while the comparative lull 
that had followed the battle of Manassas lasted. 

When WQ got to Bolivar, where we halted, tho colonel, 
who had gone over to look after some of the enemy he had 
heard of at the place, called for two volunteers to go down 
Shenandoah Street into the "Ferry" proper. George James, 
of Battimore, and I rode out of the ranks and offered our- 
selves. We were ordered to reconnoitre cautiously down 
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that street, keeping & sharp look-ont to prevent oar being 
ambuacaded from behind the buildings. When withiu forty 
yards of the bridge, near Herr'a Mill, a company of Feder- 
als, who had lain there concealed, came filing out and began 
firing rapidly upon n3 by sections. We wheeled instantly, 
and ran a race with the bullets from their Eofleld rifles ; 
and, although neither of os were hurt, two of them passed 
80 near my face that small Bplintera of lead lodged in the 
skin. 

Ashby had hia men deployed on the bluff overlooking the 
miU, and our first fire carried such a consternation among 
the blue coats that their courageous captain jumped into 
the Mill Race up to his chin, leaving hia men to take care 
of themselveB. They scattered in all directions, but pres- 
ently began to return our fire from behind buildings and 
, Buoh shelter as they could get. Wo had one man killed. 
The enemy had two killed and several wounded. Thus 
ended ray first day of war. 

Some days after this we encamped at Dnffield's D6pot, 
on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and while there. 
Thrasher, afterward my second lieutentant, and subsequent- 
ly killed at Kernstown, obtained permission to take a party 
■often men to go on a scout to Hard Scrabble, a small town 
on the Potomac. 'I offered to* be one, and Warner Welch 
'became another. I had formed a great regard for Welch, 
and when I raised my company afterward he was my first 
Eeutenant. Our object was to confiscate the goods in a 
Store belonging to a man who had run away from Virginia 
And joined the enemy. This we had succeeded in doing. 

The goods were nearly boxed up, when Jack W , who 

was out on picket, came running in with a shower of balls 
heels, as lie said. 
men rushed out, rnn down the road, and formed after 
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crossing a small streara. I was then away in search of a 
wagon to liaul off the goods, but heard the firing. I had 
two men with me, whom' I left with the wagon, and started 
for the town on a run. At the top of a hill overlooking tho 
town I found one of our men who had been put out on 
picket, who told rae, in an excited manner, that " they were 
fighting like the devil," and ho feared the enemy were too 
strong for us. I took him with me, and we charged into 
the town in their rear, raising a rousing yell as we did so. 
Tlio Federals were in the town, and numbered about twen- 
ty-five. They fired one volley at ua, wounding Orison (one 
of our men) in the thigh, and then fled in confusion. Wav; 
ing my hat to Thrasher to come on, he, and Welch, and 
Kemp, having the fastest horses, joined me, and we charged 
tbem in the lane, but tliey jumped the fence into a corn- 
field. Welch and I, on better horses, followed them in ad- 
vance of the rest of our men ; but, being two against bo 
many, we did not find the place comfortable, and ho jumped 
the fence back again. Welch's mare made one of the moet 
extraordinaiy leaps that I have ever seen. She jumped a 
fence on tho edge of a bank four feot high, and alighted on 
the bed of the road, the drop being at least nine feet. I got 
out over some old bars, and we all dashed round tlio base 
of tho bluff to cut them off". However, *e carae in sight of 
a regiment, and were met by a volley from them. They 
were drawn up on the other side of the river, and in a good 
position to cover the recrossing of their men, bo we gave up 
the pursuit. 

Wo then retumed toward the town, thinking we had 
chased them all away ; but we found a squad there larger 
than the first, which opened upon us, Tho tables were 
and we wheeled and retreated up tho Shepherds- 
Road at a rate of speed surpassed only on the tnrf, 
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leaving the enemy far m the rear, and in undisputed pos- 
aeasion of the illustrious town of Scrabble 1 

Thrasher sent a dispatch to Colonel Ashby, and we con- 
tinned on toward Shephcrdstown, iutending there to wait 
orders; but the enemy now seemed bent on surrounding 
us, for we found citizens of that place in great excitement, 
a company of eighty men having just entered the other end 
of the town, after fording the river below. Some of our 
men, fearing to be picked off from bcliind the hoasca, wished 
Thrasher to take the equad out of town ; but be seat me to 
reconnoitre, and find out where the Federals were. I had 
not gone far before Thrasher, as brave a man as ever lived, 
joined me, saying ho would not have me go alone. 

This town ia justly famed for its pretty women — a great 
many of them too. As wo rode through the street looking 
for the blue-coata, many a fair creature would come forth, 
I imploring us to protect th'em and their motbera, whieli 
p Thraeher and I determined to do, as long as the squad would 
P«tiok by us. We ordered out all the citizens, teltiug them 
■ tbat, if they would stand by ua foi- half an hour, Aahby 

tirould come to our relief. A gentleman, named , joined 

EliB, and, at the edge of the town, wo found the enemy stick- 
1']tig their arms, being entirely ignorant of our approach. 

With a loud whoop we made at them, and, before they 
l;«onld reach their guns, fired and retreated. They were 
Tlhrown into some confusion, but snatched up their gims, 
Land sought positions behind saw-logs and piles of lumber; 
L irMIe our whole squad dismounted, and, with such citizens 
we could get to join us, fired at them from the windows 
if the houses, tho girls supplying us with ammunition when 
1 was expended. Soon after fiunsct Colonel Ashby 
B with two or three companies, and the enemy retreat- 
is the river. They procured a small gun from Sharps- 
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burg, and fired three Bhots, when it exploded, with what 
I damage to them we never learned. We had but one man 
wounded during the day. 



II. 

BBPTBimETi, leei. 

Wuiui encamped near Morgan's Spring, parties, of whicli 
I was generally one, would be gent frequently to the Poto- 
mac for the purpose of blockading the canal on the Mary- 
land side, by which immense supplies of coal and provisions 
were brought to the capital. "Wo would go down before 
daylight, conceal ourselves behind rocks or trees, or in some 
I eraail building, and, when the sun was up, not a soldier or 
boat could pass without our taking a crack at them, and 
generally with effect, for we were all good shots. We be- 
came a perfect pest to them, and many an effort was made 
ill vain to dislodge na ; but wo could not be found, for every 
day we were in a new spot, miles apart. 

Tom Gatch, a friend of mine, had groat faith in my skill 
with the pistol, and bo proved it on one occasion while we 
■e at this place by holding a tin cup in his hand for me to 
■^ shoot at with my revolver ; and, after I had put three balls 
through it, he made a bet with a comrade that ho would put 
n his head and I couid hit it, wliicb I did, sending a ball 
through the bottom. His nerve was good, and, of coui-se, I 
I would not have fired had I not felt sure of myself. Indeed, 

^^H there were few in the army who eould beat me with the 
^^H pistol. I would bet on hitting every telegraph pole on tho 
^^H road-side as I passed at a gallop. 

^^H Wo scouted arouod this neighborhood for about six 

^^H weeks, with occasional skirmishes, and then marched to 



r Flowing Spring, four miles from Ciiarlestown ; and niy 

[ next chance for aasuming tlie offensive occurred bere. I 

p learned that my brother had been taken priaooer at Shep- 

r berdstowQ under treacberoua circumstances. ■ He had gone 

f over the river under an agreement that he raiglit return. 

L -The agreement, liowever, had been violated, and be was 

I treacherously detained prisoner. At my request, Ashby 

F gave mo a equad of eight picked men, all fine fellows, and I 

[.intended to make some captures in retaliation for my broth- 

'■ er, if I had to cross the river for them. Warner Welch aud 

William Kemp, who afterward distinguished tbemscives in 

manji a battle, were of the party, and they proved to be my 

main support. The rest of the company did not predict 

, much success for us, but seemed to think we should return 

ts we went, with no prisoners. 

We started for Knott's Mill, on the Potomac, and, on our 

Y down, stopped at 'a to gain information of the en- 

fs position, and then went to within half a mile of the 
fiver, where we stopped for the night in a barn. Next 
r<inorniDg, leav'ing one man to take care of the horses, we en- 
Ktered'a ravine which led down to the mill, and, having hid- 
t-den the men in a thicket, I crawled to the brow of the cliff 
I to take a survey, and bad not long been in that position be- 
hfbre I saw five men come down to a skifi", four getting in, 
\ frbilc the other ensconced himself behind a tree to keep 
I iratch. I went back and told this to the boys, and it was 
I Tfilb difficnlty they could bo restrained from rushing down 
rittnd firing into the boat. All being privates, each wished 
P"(0 have his own way about the matter. But I threatened 
Lto shoot the first man that disobeyed me, and in that way 
I^Controlled them. 

I now divided my squad, sending four men up the river 
t off their retreat in that direction, while I started to 
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go round the bluff with Welch, Kemp, and Orison. In en- 
deavoring lo cross the roadlo get behind a stone fence, the 
guard across the river discovered ua and fired, the ball stiik- 
ing the bank just behind my back. No time was now to 
be lost ; so, calliog to the men to follow, we ran down the 
road and jumped over the yard wal! of a house that stood 
there, when threo out of the four who had got into the build- 
ing fired on us, but fortunately without effect. Before they 
could reload, I was in the house with bowie-knife and re- 
volver, but they all escaped by the back way, and I could 
not follow them on that side, as I now saw there was a com- 
pany drawn up on the other bank of the river with their 
pieces leveled. I passed under cover, however, to the low- 
er corner of the house, and at that moment one of them, a 
sergeant, jumped into the boat and pushed off. I had three 
shots at him, each cutting his clothes. IIo then plunged 
into the water, came ashore, and hid under the bank. By 
this time another had gained the boat and fired at me, the 
hall knocking off a piece of weatherboard close to my head. 
With deliberate aim, then, I fired, and, as the rifle cracked, 
he fell, wounded, into the mud ; the ball had taken effect in 
the back part of the neck. He also crawled out and got 
under the bank. 

About two hundred yards below the dwelling was a small 
log hut. Welch had chased one of them into it, but, owing 
to the incessant firing from the other side of the river, could 
not follow him. Knowing that wo must act promptly, I 

Iran the gauntlet to the hack part of the hut, where there 
were two windows, and struck one of them with the butt 
of my rifle ; at the second stroke it gave way and fell to the 
inside. 
The fellow within then fired, atul the b.ill passed so near 
jny head that I felt the burn of it. It was my tnni next ; 
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rat, on thrasting my rifle through the window, I fouud tliat 
an cxplodeil cap prevented thoA-e volution of the cylindei', 
and before I could recover the weapon, lie seized it by the 
barrel and tried to wrest it from me. He was very strong, 
but I got it away, and he surrendered. I made him crawl 
througli the window with his musket, which I stood up 
against the house with my own rifle ; then, taking him by 
the collar, I led him down to the river, and made him shout 
out to the company on the other side " Cease firing," and at 
the same time I threatened to kill every man of them on 
our side of the river if another shot was fired. Holding be- 
fore ma aa a shield the man I had captured, by the collar, 
with the muzzle of a pistol to his head, I reached the river 
badk, and discovered the two who had ]eft the boat con- 
cealed among the roots of an underwashed tree. I made 
them come forth, and, with the corporal who had surren- 
derccl — four in all — we hurried to our horses, put them up 
■Jhehind the men, and returned to camp. Colonel Ashby was 
f tnuch pleased at the result of our adventure, and aeut mo to 
l&chmond in ch.irgo of the prisoners. 



Soon after this we had tlio battle at Harper's Ferry. I 

[.fcad been on picket all the night previous, and when I found 

^e company nest morning, it was just as they were about 

6 start. Captain Mason told me not to go, but rera.iio and 

B rest. Having fed and curried my horse, with a 

if beef and bread in my hand, and the company's flag 

t had been left, I started to overtake the column, which 

t- accomplished at Hall Town, and took my place in tho 



ranks. We had tliree companies of oavalvy and about two 
hundred niihtia, one 24-pc*nder and one 6-pounder rifled 
gnu. Our company was thrcwn out on the extreme left, 
and very aoon the cannonading and skh'uiishhig commenced 
oil tho centre and right. At the same time wo advanced) 
Hteadily on the left, meeting with no obataolo but some very 
inaccurate Blielltng. Just as we got within good musket 
I'ange, Aahby ordered our company, Mason's, to charge the 
riflc-pita and log-pens, where the enemy had a field-piece. 
That I might have my arms entirely free, I rolled np the 
flag, and throw it into a fence corner. We charged through 
two fields, across a lane fenced on each side, up to the base 
of the heights, and, thanks to my being the best mounted, 
I was the first man that jumped into the redoubt, tlio rest 
of the column close behind. When wo started I was near 
the rear of tho column ; but there was no horso there that 
coald beat my sorrel ; and, as I passed along, Tom Gatch, 
of Baltimore County, who was doing his best, sung ont, 
"Hurrah for old Baltimore County." This naturally in- 
spired me, and perhaps made mo more reckless, and may 
have thus been the means of saving my lite ; for I believe 
that, but for the speed with which I rode at the logs, I cer- 
tainly should havo been shot. 

After taking these defenses without the loss of a man 
kiiled, we scattered thriipgh the bushes and made a foraging 
charge to the top of the heights, many of tho horses giving 
out before we had gone half way, when tho men had to dis- 
mount and lead them to the top. There we formed in line 
under a sharp fire from Bolivar, and there wo had two or 
a wounded, killing three of the enemy, and taking 
some prisoners. Colonel Ashby had gained possession of 
the heights on the centre and right, and then he sent over 
to us for five volunteers to work the rifled gun, I was or- 
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1 to tako command of it. The axle of the 24-poun(lei' 
3 been broken. I ran the gun neaily into Bolivar, and 
opened with shell, giving tliem occasionally gvape and can- 
ister. 

The enemy had received re-enforcenicnts, and were kuep- 
ing up a brisk cannonade. Two of their mitiie balls bad 
passed through our limber-box, and one of them struck the 
breeching of a wheel horse, I had pat in a sliell with the 
fnse cut to explode in a second and a half just as the enemy 
started to charge our piece, and was about to fire, when I 
found that the linstock was extinguished. Tlioy wore clos- 
ing on us, which gave no time to relight it, and the colonel 
had jnst sent me orders to bring off the gun, as the enemy 
were outflanking iis with an cntiro regiment. Determined 
to have one more shot, I ran to a sbovcl full of fire, and, pick- 
ing up a live coal in my fingers, stuck it in the touch-hole. 
Tliepiece was discharged, and, vebonnding, the wheel struck 
me on the hip, and knocked mo heels over head down the 
hill. But it did teiTiblo havoc also in front. Tiie shell 
went crashing down the street, jammed full of tho enemy, 
and, exploding in front of Mr. Watson's house, killed and 
wounded eleven men. I was enabled to save our piece- 
While we were limbering np, the enemy opened upon us 
with two field-pieces, and scattered the small force of cav- 
alry drawn up for the support of the gun in a neighboring 
I'avine. We got away all safe except tbe ammunition wag- 
on, which was upset while turning into-n road, and tho 24- 
pounder, which I spiked before leaving it. 

During the affair, our friction-primers having been all ex- 
pended, I procured a piece of hempen rope, from which to 
improvise one, and was standing in rear of the gun, when 
B. Philpot came up with a box of matches. He was just in 
the act of applying the matcb when aball struck the matcli- 
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box from bis liancls — » narrow escape for us both, for wc 
were Btau^iiig close to cauli other, he holcling tbe match iind 
I tlio rope. 

There were five of ua, privates, detailed from Mason's 
oonipany on this occasion. All are yet living, and all re- 
ceived commissions for meritorio.uB conduct. 

Before wo had retreated a raile or bo, I was Boddenly ro- 
minded of the flag I had concealed that morning; and, al- 
though the enemy had posscBsioii of the field, I went back, 
lied my horse in the woods, crawled down along the fence, 
recovered tho flag, and came out with it untouched. 

The retreat now became general, and we fell back to tho 
Soli ool-h on SG Ridge, which we held. Nest morning tho en- 
emy had all croBsed the river into Maryland. Welch again 
was with mo nJl the time, and behaved nobly. 

AboQk the iBt of December we went into winter quarters 

at Martinaburg, and for two weeks did nothing but picket' 

, the line of the Potomac from Little George Town to ITar- 

pcr'a Ferry. It was Iicro that Colonel Asbby appointed me 

sergeant major of hia regiment. 



1, 18G1. 

An attempt was made about tho middle of the month to- 
destroy dams Nos.^ and 5, so as to make the canal naeleBS, 
and finally we did succeed in destroying No. 5. 

General Jackson (Stonewall), who had now taken com- 
mand of the Valley District, directed tlie attack at the latter 
point. When it commenced Jackson had two rifled pieces 
in position on the bl off commanding the river. The enemy 
were all concealed behind tho rip-rap walla of the oanal, and 
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mpoBsible to shell them out. Oar men were prevent- 
ed from limbering and carrying off our pieces by a very hot 
fire of musketry from the enemy ou the other bank ; and, 
when two or three men had been wounded, Colonel Ashby 
rode up, and told Captain McLaughlin that the guns must 
be brought away, and also the horses of a lieutenant and ser- 
geant tied near them ; but not a man of the battery wonld 
volunteer to go after them. 

I proposed to Welch that we should procure the horses. 
He agreed, and, without saying a word to any one, wo tied 
our horses behind the cILH; and crawled to within two hund- 
red yards of the horses and guns, when the enemy opened 
on us a brisk fire from the canal. Without stopping, we 
mado a dash for the horses, and never probably before were 
halters uuloosed in so short a time. This done, we lo.aped 
on them and fled, lying flat on their necks. The leaden liail 
was all around ns, but wo soon got out of range, and, vault- 
mg on our own, we led the recovered horses back, very 
much to the amusement of the colonct and the chagrin of 
the lieutenant and sergeant, when we said, " Gentlemen, 
here are your horses. Don't get theru into such a light 
place again." 

Welch and I then offered to take our company and bring 
off the guns ; but Captain KcLaughlin would not consent, 
brin^g them away himself after night. 

Soon after Welch and I had recovered the horses,! was 
lying down in a field, under cover of a knoll, my horse 
browsing in the bottom, when Colonel Ashby came and tu- 
formed me that Captain Moore, of the 2d Vii-ginia Infant- 
ry, was in a very precarious position in a large mill, and he 
wished me to take a message to him, which must be done 
08 foot. 

I took the message and started on this dangerous mh- 
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BiOD, beiug obliged, for five hundred yards, to cross in full 
viow of the euemy ou the other side of the river. Of coars^: 
I wns ID a great hurry to accomplish my task ; and, as booh 
OS I got withiu raoge of their muskets,! stnrtail at full speed 
across the flat, the balls flying arouad, aud cutting up the 
Bod iu a lively manuer. Three or four times I baited, and 
found refuge behind piles of friendly rocks or trees to take 
breath. At last I reached tlie mill in safety, and delivered 
the message, I returned in greater fear than ever, leat I 
might receive a wound iu the back — a soldier's dread; but* 
I reported all safe to Colonel Ashby, and was fully repaid, 
by hia kind thanks and complimentary speeches. 

The storm that night was terrific, and the men Buffered 
awfuUy from cold. One of onr officers had a flagon of 
whisky, and, under the presdng necessities of the case, I 
stole it from bis ambulance and divided it among tbe field 
officers. Nest morning the officer was in a towering rage 
about it. 

For the rest of the month nothing of importance oc- 
curred, but on New Year's day we started on tbat dreadful 
IJath and liorancy expedition, during all which we never 
entered house nor tent ; and, there beiug a deep snow on 
the ground, who can imagine what we auSered, especially 
at night, sweeping away the snow to make our bed on pine 
boughs. 

As we approached the town on our march to Bath, I was 
leading the advance guard, and when within half a mile of 
the place we were shelled back. Colonel Ashby soon came 
up, and ordered the whole column to charge ; but near the 
town wc were brought up all standing by large pine-treea 
felled across the road in a mountain cut, 

The colonel then ordered me to make my way across the 
mountain and communicate with Genera! Jackson, and I at 
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once set out to do bo; but, before I had gone half way, he 
joined mc himself, with forty men well iiiouoted. It was a 
fearM ride, Euch as is equaled only perliapa ou a mule iu 
the Rocky Mountains. After getting oav men in proper 
position, having gained something lite levo! ground, we 
charged the town and took it. Colonel Ashby and I being 
the first to enter. Tlie enemy did not stand the charge, and 
after the line was broken we had nothing to do but cut 
down or capture tbem. We followed them to the river 
binffe, where we ran into an ambuscade of infantry, which 
opeued fire on ua from both sides of the road, and a scene of 
great confusion was caused by the efibrts made by the cav- 
alry to wheel. Horses and men were rolling in the road cov- 
ered with a sheet of ice, and oihcers were shouting, trying 
to preserve order. Lieutenant Lontz, of the Shenandoah 
Rangers, had both arms broken by nmsket balls, one of 
which passed through Lis body. His horse, being wild, 
threw him off, when throe or four of bis men, with my assist- 
ance, brought him away. He got well. 

That night General Jackson and Colonel Ashby sent for 
me. The former asked me if I could cut the wires above 
and below Hancock, and also destroy the water-tank. I 
replied that I did not know whether I conld or not. The 
general said, "Why, Colonel Ashby says that you can." 
" Well, general, if Colonel Ashby saya bo, then I can do it." 
" Then, sir, go and do it as quickly as possible." 

I took Jim Buck (who knew the country well) and Kemp 
with me to execute this order, and with no little diflicnlty 
was it accomphshed; for, while at the top of the telegraph 
pole chopping the wire, the pickets were popping at me, 

Eiigh at night, it waa not pleasant to be a target 
port. We did not burn the tank^ — it was ofstono. 
ed to General Jackson, who replied, in a way pe- 
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ciiliar to himself, "Good," turned over in liis blanket, and 
bade me good-night. 

The day after I bad cut the telegraph Asbby ordered me 
rto Alpine d^put, on the Eaitimore aud Ohio Railroad, which 
was within short range of the enemy's sharpshootera postr 
ed along the canal. I made several attempts during the 
day without auccesa, and finally bad to wait tilt night, 
when, by Asbby'a direction, I took fifteen or twenty men, 
and cautiously approached the depot. Sucb quantities of 
stores at one view I bad never before seen. There was 
case after case loaded with shoes, and clothing of all kinds; 
BUgar, coffee, whisky, molasses, and stores of every descrip- 
tion, besides haversacks, knapaacba, canteens, and two cases 
of Enfield rifles — the aggregate value not less than half a 
million of dollars. 

We hastened back to camp, each one loaded down with 
plunder, and then to inform Captain James L, Clark, whose 
company of Maryland boys were in a very bad condition, 
of our good luck, I told Captain C. that he might equip his 
whole command at the dopot, and off we started, I acting aa 
guide. What a time wo had of it. Every man secured as 
much as he could carry; and, besides this, we conveyed a 
large quantity to a place of concealment, from which it could 
be reached next day. This done, all that remained was 
burned by Ashby's orders. 



I Is February, '62, General Banks crossed the river, and, 
having learned that General Jackson was anxious to get a 
correct report of the force brought over tho river by him, 1 



mteered my serviccB for the occasion. When williiii 
a mile of tlie liver I left my horse at a farm-honse, and, 
keeping in the pine hilla which skirt the river, soou came 
into tjio vicinity of Bolivar and Harper's Ferry, where the 
army under Banks was lying. I now entered otie of the 
ravines, and crept along until I came in sight of their camp- 
fires. Advancing a little farther, I perceived a sentinel, 
whose beat reached to the head of the gully where I lay 
concealed, I thought the best course would be to kill this 
sentinel, put on his clothes, and go through their camp; 
and, >vith the intention of doing bo, I crept up to within a 
few yards of him, and as he walked to the other end of his 
beat I moved a little closer, until within five feet of him. 
My intention was to spring upon him as lie wheeled, and 
dispatch him with my bowie-knife before he could give the 
alarm. Imagine my disappointment when I fonnd but an 
empty sheath — the knife had slipped out while crawling 
through the bushes. I then determined to shoot him and 
run for it; but when I looked into the man's face, the 
thought of his wife and children subdued me: I had not 
the heait to slay him, so he walked away unconscious how 
near he liad been to death. When I spoke of this to Gcn- 
eralJackson, he interrupted me by saying "That was right; 
that was right. I do not like this killing of sentinels." 

Unwilling to return to Winchester a baffled man, I de- 
termined to run farther risk to obtain the desired informa- 
tion, and succeeded in finding a point from which I was en- 
abled to observe and count all the camp-fires on Allstot's 
Hill, and having made a careful survey, moved round the 
hill to the rear of the paymaster's house, and finally accom- 
plishing my mission in every particular, and returaing with 
valuable information, I reported to General Jackson that 
night, and received his warmest thanks. 
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Tlio (lay following, while Beparating two combatanla at a 
restaurant, an accidental shot gave mc a sevorc ivaiiiul in 
the bip, wlilcli laid ma np for Bomc time. 



VI. 



^I wia now engaged in organizing my company in Win- 
ester, by authority of Colonel AsLby, when General Jack- 
Buii evacuated the place. On tha morning after the evacu- 
ation had been commenced, Colonel Aeliby passed throngh 
the town with the rear gnard, I waa sitting on my borse, 
as was my brother, before the Taylor IIouBe, with four or 
five of my men, having sent the rest of the company toward 
Strasburg the night before. The colonel, as he rode by, 
^H Baid to me, " Oihnor, yoit bad belter move away aa soon as 
^^■^asible; the enemy are coming into the town at the other 
^^■)end." I, with my brother, dismounted, and went into the 
^^ flaloon of the hotel ; wrote some letters, which we intrusted 

to the cars of Dr. , of the place. On remounting, I found 

that all the men, except my brother and McAleese, had gone 
On looking along Main Street, I saw the head of the 
|:eneiny'8 column then passing by the Virginia House, which 

■ was but two squares off. "We rode slowly up the street, 
l;occaaionally turning to converse with the ladies or to give 
C the enemy a shot. I sent my brother, who was my sergeant, 

■ to the left, toward the dCpiit, to picket, while McAleese and 
I went to the house of Mr, , to bid adieu to the young 

., We dismounted and entered the house, saw the 
^oung ladies, and ate some cake with them. One of them 
a careful look-oot for the enemy. 
Very soon after my brotliev rode up and reported that 
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llio enemy wore coining along Main Street rapidly. Mr. 

' s liouse IB situated on a cross street only two doors 

from Main Street. We took a bnsty leave of the ladies, and 
jUBt then the. enemy eame around the corner and fired quite 
a volley at us, but without doing na any harm. Wo imme- 
diately took to our heels and made oflf for the country ; but, 
as soon as we got clear of the town, we tnrned off to the 
right into an open iield, designing to ascertain, if posEible, 
what force was coming into the town on the other side. 
They were coming on in three columns, the middle one go- 
ing dowu Main Street. We rode across this lot, which was 
bounded on three sides by stone walls; the side nest to the 
turnpike liaviug a board fence, most of which had been torn 
down and burned. We soon found that the enemy coming 
on behind ua had made more speed than we had anticipated, 
and therefore we could not get back to the tuvnpiko where 
we had left it, and which was now in their possession. It 
became necessary, therefore, for us to jump the stone fence, 
which was new and of the ordinary height. I was riding 
an old cavalry horse, and went over first, clear. My broth- 
er's horse, a colt which lie had purchased tlie day before, 
refiised the leap, whereupon he dismounted, threw off a part 
of the coping, remounted, and, charging the wall, went over 
in fine style. McAleese camo next, but Ilia liorse would not 
take it. lie was about to dismount and abandon him, but 
I persuaded hini to try it again. 

During all this time they were closing on iia and firing 
briskly, McAleese drove his horse up to the fence again, 
but as he was rising at the leap, he was shot through the 
shouldeiB, JUBt m iiont of the saddle-skirts, and fell with his 
chest agimst the fence, throwing his rider over it. 

ItlcAlecso leaned over the fence and snatched the bridle 
from hi9 dying liorse'a head ; then, assisted by my foot, he 
threw himself upon the croup of my horse. 
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Jow tlie lot wbich we had juat left was t 
L enemy, evidently cbagriued that they had not caught ua in 
L this stone trap. 

They followed ua rapidly, and for a while closely ; indeed, 
BO close were they upon us that my horse had to tate three 
other fences, not high ones fortunately, which he cleared in 
capital style, notwithstanding ho had a double load on his 
back. 
I We entered upon the turnpike at Hollings worth's Mills, 
I and then easily kept out of range of the enemy. 

I carried McAleese to Strasburg, eighteen miles, and then 

entered our camp. If McAleese's weight is, fi-om hia size, 

what I deem it to be, my horse was thus carrying between 

four and five hundred pounds. I suffered intensely from 

|,iny wound, and was very weak. 



Bt the 2Ctb of March, 18GL*, I had succeeded in organ- 
\ Izing my company thoroughly, under great difficulties. In 
mean time, the men composing the company, while yet 
r unorganized, had been acting as couriers to General Jack- 
On the day after I was elected captain and "Warner 
L Welch first lieutenant, I was ordered to report with twenty 
f men to the general for detached service. The ordnance 
1 officer was ordered to furnish us with Mississippi and Der- 
t ringer rifles, and then the general sent mo to Harrisonburg 
I to report to Lieutenant Colonel J. R. Jouea, of the 33d Vir- 
ftginia, acting as provost marshal of that place. Jones sent 
I mo to break up a band, estimated at from two to five hund- 
f red, tirnt had collected in the large gorges of the Blue Ridge, 
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the neighborhood of Swift Run Gap. They were headed 
by a man uamed GillGspie, and Uicy liad deterDiiocd to re- 
it the draft, aiid were armed principally with shot-guus 
id squirrel rifles. We had with ua a company of militia 
infantry, but they were afi-aid to go into the mountainB at alJ. 
We had Bkirmiahing for two or three days without do- 
ing them any damage ; for, when we attempted to charge, 
Elioy took to the sides of the mountains, and the ground was 
too rugged to pursue them, and they could fire on ua with- 
out our being able to return it. 

I reported all this to General Jackson, who sent Colonel 
lones in command of all, and advised hira. to bring up four 
impaaies of sharpshooters, and one or two pieces of artil- 
lery. This he did; and, after driving them into Green 
Connty across the mountains, I took the prisoners, forty- 
eight in number, to Harrisonburg, and then reported to Col- 
onel Ashby, whom I found near Edenburg. lie directed me 
to take my company into Page Valley, to scout in the neigh- 
borhood of Luray and Front Hoyal, and make incursions on 
the enemy's rear whenever I got a chance, which soon oo- 
rred. 

One morning early, after I had reached the post, I had all 
(^e horses nnsaddled, and made them swim over the Siienan- 
ib, taking the men and saddles over in an old gondola, 
a had brought down the night before. We went 
a the edge of Clark County, laid by all day, and then start- 
off to White Post and MiUwood, Elenker'a division 
s encamped at the latter place. 
H Having entered a house alone, I was moving toward the 
re, when a soldier jumped up from behind it and attempts 
^ to draw his pistol ; but I knocked him down with my fist 
i disarmed him. There was another with him, bnt, be- 
ing Bound asleep, he was easily taken. 



'J 




I 



IS THB SADDLE. 

Wa crossed at Bunrise, aud came near being surrounded 
!i Front Royal by five liuodred cavalry and iufautry, seut 
from Sliddictown expressly to cut ua oft". Wo escaped by 
a mountaia path, crossed tho Bluo Ridge into Kappabao- 
Qock County, aod tlieuce to Swift Run Gap. 

After a week we marched to Port Republic, where we 

had several cavalry fights. Shortly after, the severe fight 

below Harrisonburg occurred. Colonel Asliby was sick at 

tho time, and Captain Samuel R. Myers was in command 

of the regiment. He bad with him six companies, in all 

, about two hundred and forty men, and started on a scout 

I toward Lacy's Springs, where it was reported the enemy 

liiad an outpost. 

On arriving at tho toU-gate, the men were directed to 

Lgraze their horses, and I was ordered to take five men from 

|*ach company, and advance until I met the enemy. Cap- 

t tains Myers and Sheets went off to the right, to a liigh hill 

which commanded the view as far down as Newmarket. 

When within a mile and a half of the springs, a courier 
oame from Capt^n Myers ordering my immediate return, 
as a heavy force of cavalry were moving toward us. At 
the same moment I saw a great cloud of dust rolling up 
throngli a gap in the trees, and wo had just wheeled abont, 
when the enemy broke forth from the woods about a quai-- 
ter of a mile from our rear, and charged in splendid stylo, 
yelling like so many devils. I ordered the men to lose no 
time in getting across the bad bridges, while Lieutenants 
Welch and Thompson, with myself, galloped along before 

I the enemy, exchanging shots with them to retard tbcm. 
On reaching the reserve, we found Captain Fletcher's 
Bompany drawn up in the road; and, as I was riding past, 
|Fletcher asked me to go down with Iiim in the charge, and 
Rowing that all the fun would be thcru, I wheeled about 
fcnd went in by his side. 
L 
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When the two forces met the abock was trcmeixlous, and 
several men and horses rolled on tlio ground. It was tUen 
thst I captured Adjutant Ilasbrouelj. Tbe adjutant liad ou, 
as I afterward foaud, a steel breast-plate underneath his 
clothing, rendering him bullet proof, to some extent. I 
fired twice at hini, and ho three or fonr times at me. At 
;ot up close to him and fired. Great ■was my as- 
inishment that he did not fall. Tbis -was my last load ; so, 
iwing sabres, we closed for a haud-to-liand fight. As I 
iged up alongside I made a right cut, which ho defciiilcd 
►y a tierce parry ; bat, before he could recover, I made a 
mouliiiet, which carried tbe sabre out of his hand, and, as I 
raised mine to cut him down, ho threw up his hand and sur- 
rendered. I hurried him ofi" to the rear, and lucky it was 
that I did, for ho was the only prisoner saved, all the rest 
liaving been recaptured. 

As soon as their main body came up we were repulsed in 

Bome eoufusion. After they liad chased ua for half a milo, 

I Hucceedod in'rallying my company, and made two separate 

irges ; but we were both times repulsed, losing seven 

len wounded, and four of them taken prisoners, badly cut 

and shot. 

While endeavoriDg to recover these men I was cut off 

itirely from my company, having jumped a ditch into an 

,6pea field, and there was completely cornered by seven of 

*tlie enemy, who, althoiigh they called on me to surrender, 

.Hever ceased firing. The fence before me was very high, 

i^t I determined to make my horse jump it or break it 

;^own ; bo, touching my cap to the Feds, I struck liim s&- 

^ely with the spars, and he cleared the fence without 

raohijig a hair. 

Knowing now what I had to depend npon, I took it quite 
Idaurely, Wiiile they were pulling down the fence I re- 
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ided three oliamboi's of my revolver, and, as they closed 
ipon me, I wounded one very Beverely and disabled another. 
This they thought did uot pay, so they left me to myself. 

The iiext day I went to the scene of the fight to look after 
tny wonnded boys, but found they had all been removed. 
There I saw three of our wounded horses, with five that 
belonged to the enemy, all of which I shot. That night 
was spent with my friend Byerly, who told me that my men 
believed me to he captured ; and when next morning I rode 
into camp, they almost hugged me with joy — all very grat- 
ifying to me. 



After the battle at McDowell, Jackson proaaed the ene- 
my very closely until we arrived at a naiTow passage on the 
South Branch, called Trout Rock. Here the moimtain sides 
met almost together, the rocks overhanging the road on the 
left, while the river rung immediately alongside those on the 
right There we found the hills full of sharpshooters, vfhiob 
brought ua to a hah. One of the general's aids, having been 
sent to the top of the mountain, reported that the enemy 
were burning their baggage and fleeing in disorder. Upon 
this the general ordered Captain Winfield, who was in com- 
mand of the cavalry, to harass their rear. The narrow pas- 
sage had not yet been secured, and Captain Winfield ordered 
ten men of his old company to make a dash around the rook. 
They made the attempt, but came back minus two horses 
and with one man.wounded. Captain Knott was then or- 
dered to late ten of his men and charge the passage ; but 
ho came back also with one or two horses wounded. Jack- 
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ton now becftine impnUeat at the delay. Captain Winfield 
■-galloped np to the liead of the column where I stood, and 
requested me to take ten men and charge the gap. I took 
the first ten standing near, and, after advancing a short dis- 
tance, deployed them as skirmishers, first telling them that, 
at a sign from mc, they must all rally on myself. After 
n while, wben I perceived their fire Blacken, I gave the sig- 
nal, and we all charged the gap and took possession, to- 
gether with four prisoners. We charged with a yell, which 
was echoed by our whole regiment, standing in ful! view of 
the affair. 

After passing through the gap we moved off to the right, 
and skirmished with the enemy until wo came in view of 
their whole line of battle. I left the men in charge of Lieu- 
tenant Hnrst, and galloped back to report to General Jack- 
son. He asked me if the enemy had infantry. I assured 
him that such was the fact. lie ordered me back to take 
another look. This I did, driving in the cavalry skirmish- 
ers to almost within rifle-shot of their line. While we were 
firing from behind a bouse and barn, they threw five Bhclls 
from a Parrott gun, all of them going through one or the 
Other of the hnildings. One exploded within the dwelling,* 
tearing every thing to pieces. The family bad just left, 
8nd were going across the garden. 

I again reported to the general, who ordered a battery 
forward, which soon shelled them out of their position. We 
then followed Ibem to within half a milo of Franklin, where 
' they took a position on the mountain that could not be ap- 
proached. 
On the Sunday morning after the battle of McDowell, 
e the whole of the Stonewall brigade were deployed on 
Ftte front as skirmishers, General Jackson's adjutant, Rob- 
ert L. Dahney, preached a sermon, surrounded by the army. 
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Tbe place BOleeted waa an open bottom, well up to the front, 
for every shot could bo heard distinetly, and occasionally a 
fatray bullet would come wbizning by, Mr. Dabney etood 
Ion the ground uncovered ; General Jackson a few paces in 
tfront, resting on one foot, with hia hat off, shading bis face 
I fi-otn the Bun. I watched him ciosely, and eaw not a maacle 
lohange during the whole service. The sturdy soldiers, 
litrowncd in many a hard-fougbt field, were lying around on 
Ifcunches of bay, taken from the stacks near by; and al- 
I though an incessant skirmish fire was going on, all listened 
attentively, with every eye fastened upon the gi'eat chief. 
Few have I ever seen with such unflinching nerve, and it 
waa hia iron will that won for na many a stubborn fight. 
^^_ While sitting near him the day previous, with my company 
^^^■•iu rear to act as couriers, a shell came crashing through the 
^^^Klrees, and cut asunder a large white oak within a few feet 
^^H'Of the general. It fell,bnt fortunately it fcil/rom him, oth- 
^^^Kerwise he must have been crushed to death. 
^^^B "My gracious! general," I exclaimed, V you have made a 
^^^K narrow escape." 

^^^^ He was then a little hard of hearing ; and thinking he 
^^^Kiad not heard me, I repeated, " You have had a narrow es- 
^^"^ cape, sir." 

" Ah ! you think so, sir— you think so." And, turning to- 
ward my men, " Ton had bettor shelteT them in a ravine 
. near by," but did not move himself until he waa called to 
mother part of the field. Fear had no lodgment in that 
I man's breast. 

I do not think that Jaokson intended pursuing them any 

&rtber ; for, while our advance was skirmishing at very 

dose quarters, the whole army waa falling back to McDow- 

r*Il, and next morning our cavalry alone were left. The en- 

teniy, thinking us still advancing, wore drawn up in lino of 
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le, and continued Bhelling tho moatitains ou all sides 
during the wholo day. All tbo time my company were 
burning tiie wooded ridges in tlje vicinity, to make tLcm 
believe there was a large force of infuntry encamped near. 
Two daya af'toi' this I was relieved by Captain Davis's 
ipany, and was then ordered to scont the country west 
the Shenandoah Mountains, and report Fremont's move- 
'mraita ; also to make freqnent and rapid demonstrations on 
his trains whenever i'easible. 

My duty now was a very arduous one, and terrible hard 
work had we to perform. All tlie rest of tho cavalry had 
been withdrawn ; we were sixty miles from tho nearest de- 
p6t of supplies, with so many different roads to watch that 
it took one half of tho company to do picket duty, while the 
other half had to scout at tho rate of forty miles a day, de- 
pending on a poor mountain country for subsistence. I 
held the mon in good spirits, however, by keeping them al- 
ways near the enemy, Skirmishea were of daily occurrence, 
and we captured a good many prisoners, with their aiius 
and horses. 

Nearly a week was spent in this way before the enemy 

fonnd out that Jackson had left tho Valley ; and, indeed, 

they first knew of it on receiving a dispatch from General 

Banks telling of the rongh usage he had received fi'ora old 

"Stonewall," and ordering Fremont to re-enforce him in 

.iSbryland by crossing tbo Potomac at Neiy Creek. I 

(bed Fremont closely, and wfien his rear guard was 

iving Franklin, I charged into the place with twenty-six 

and captured eighteen prisoners, twenty-six Enfield 

!S, an excellent wagon, to which were harnessed four 

\g ranles, two ambulances, with their horses, besides a 

Ige amount of coffee, sugar, salt, and hospital stores. Wo 

paroled two hundred and fifty sick aud wounded miu 
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whom we found in the hospital. In all tliis adveuture w 
had but ODc man ivouuJed. 

I continued to follow Fremont ; hut when I saw him turn 
off on the Wardensyille Road instead of crossing the Poto- 
mac, knowing almost to a certainty that he intended cntting 
off Jackson, I sent a trusty courier with all speed to apprise 
the latter of it. My messenger found General Jackson at 
Charlestown, and he immediately commenced a hasty re- 
treat, barely saving a large portion of his command ; for by 
the time he bad reached Strasburg, Fremont was already at 
CottontowD, only twelve miles off,* 

I was now sent to Richmond in person with the prisoners 
we had captured ; but as my orders liad been to keep my 
men at the South Branch, and worry the enemy's foraging 
trains, I left Warner Welch iu command of the company 
to carry out the instructions. During my absence he made 
anotbej dash into Franklin, and captured twenty prisoners, 
several horses, and foni' mules. 

On my return I took the company again to Frankhn, 
which I found to be entirely evacnaled, except by tlie sick 
and wouuded, and made it my base of operations. The en- 
emy had taken away all the grain in the country, and it was 
with great difficulty we could procure any for the horses, 
which were giving out every day, unable to stand such bard 
scouting without sufficient food. 

Having scouted to Petersburg, about thirty miles from 
Franklin, we came to the town about sunset and halted, 
while I, with four men, went forward to reconnoitre, 
wo rode up to the river we came suddenly upon about 
twenty men, who were fishing from a large ferry-boat. They 

* General Jachaon fought bolU Fremont and McDowell before he gol 
liln iirmy through iit Strasburg, and eavud oil his army, none being cap- 
tured but somo Btrag<>1ers. 
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not see ns nntit, with a loud shout, we fired off our pis- 
tols, when tliey all turobled off the boat like tuvtles from a 
rock. Soon we heard the bugle sound and the long roll 
beat, when we retreated to the company. 

I then indited an order for the suiTender of the place, in 
■which I declared that, if the demand was not obeyed within 
fifteen minutes, I would shell their camp. To this I signed 
John R, Scott, Colonel commanding Mountain District, 
'''I^irtisaQ Rangers," and sent it by a man whom I supposed 
'to be a good Southerner ; but it seems ho told the com- 
manding officer that I had but twenty-three men and no 
artillery, whereupon the Dutch colonel swore that he would 
not Burronder to twenty-three men, and came dashing out 
with three hundred cavalry, led by the man whom 1 had 
sent with the flag of truce. They charged us some four 
noilea, and then went back rather fast ; and immediately we 
"Wheeled, following them so closely that we picked up twen- 

■fonr prisoners, all well mounted — among them Lieutenant 

Ohio Battery. I then started for Staunton with 

my prisoners, but before leaving Franklin learned that the 

enemy evacuated Petersburg on the night after I ordered 

the surrender. 

"We remained at Staunton some days to recruit men and 
horses after our long and arduons tour. While there I rodo 
over to see General Jackson, who had just given Shields 
and Fremont such a terrible thraahing at Cross Keys and 

irt Republic, when we lost the gallant and lamented Ash- 
I found Jackson at a farm-house. When I entered he 
shook me warmly by the hand, assuring me n number of 
times that I had "done him good service." Af d 
ho rode away, and hia staff united in sayin h I 1 
to feel prond, for they had never known the g n 1 a 
BO much to a young officer. And ailerwn d up n m o 
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cnptain galloped up to his men and shontetl, " Why ii 
hull don't you tire ?" They all blazed away, but Ibrtuuately 
missed me. To retreat now would be fatal; bo I took de- 
liberate aim at the captain, but ouly the cap exploded^ 
They all fired again, and again missed. I took another da: 
liberate aim at the captain, flred, and he reeled in hia sad- 
dle — my ball took effect in hia breast. Kerap also fired ia 
the nest moment aa he was falUng, and sent a bait througlt 
hia head. The few men with me now closed np, and we at* 
tempted a charge, but came very near being Burronnded, 
and had to fall back. Here we lost a mau taken prisoner — 
a Baltimore an named Fitzpatrick. 

Satisfied now that wo must retreat, instead of followingf 
the wagona we turned oif to Columbia Bridge, seven mileit'' 
above Whito House Ford, and scattered into the wooda, 
checkmg them a good deal. When the enemy charged 
upon us we killed two of them and one of their horaea^ 
and here I lost a fine boy, named Kidd, taken prisoner. I 
kept my own company well in the rear, and succeeded !q 
chocking the enemy completely until the rest of my c 
mand crossed the Shen.indoah at Scrabble Town. 

In this fight we numbered only one hundred and eighty 
men, "ffhile the enemy had more than four hundred cavalry i 
alone — the Ist Vermont and 0th Ohio. We lost two men, , 
taken prisoners, with their liorsea and arms ; we captured 
one horae, killed five men, and wounded s 

That night I took two men with mo well mounted, rs» 
crossed the river, and scouted cautiously into Luray, where. 
we took supper. It was then I learned the number of Fed- 
eral wounded, they having pressed the caniagea to take 
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' 1 SENT to General Robertson for re-enforcementa, and 
vMle waiting for ihetr arrival wo kept the enemy busy by 
Bkirmishing with tliem two or three times a. day. Their 
main body was at Big Spring, two and a lialf miles from 
Lwray ; their cavalry, of three squadrons in advance, were 
on the river side, near Luray. 

Our rcHsnforcement of two companies arrived- on thG sec- 
ond day after the fight, and I determined to attack the camp 
near the town at daylight next morning. I bad a consulta- 
tion with the other captains, and they alt agreed to my plan. 
Before daylight all were in marching order. At White 
IIouso I left two companies, with long-range rifles, on my 
side of the river, to cover our crossing in case of disaster. 

With the other four companies we crossed without imped- 
iment, threw out skirmishers, and marched toward Luray. 
The advance came in sight of their pickets when about a 
mile and a half from their camp, and Lieutenant Swindler, 
who was in command of it, sent me word that he had fonnd 
them. We started in a trot, and soon came in view. Here 
Ljtept the colamn concealed while I disposed of Captain 
maley'a company on the right flank, and Captain Buck's 
B the left, and took command In person of Captain Willis's 
And my own. Tho companies having taken the places al- 
lotted them, I rodo up in full view of tho enemy's pickets, 
who, instead of iaIUng back, came toward us, but stopped 
I half iFfly, and, seeing na continue to advance in some force, 
I they wheeled and galloped hack to camp. Then I gave the 
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order to charge, and let out my horse, hoping to overtake 
them ; but they ran into camp before their men were all. 
mounted, while I, with twelve or fifteen men, whose horses 
wero equal to mine, dashed in, and took throe of them pris- 
oners. 

The Federals made a stand in tho town. My men v 
in gome disorder ; but, not waiting for the bankers to come 
in, they charged with a yell, drove the enemy before thenit 
and captured seven or eight pviscmers. One man I shot 
through the back, wounding him severely. 

They formed again at the bridge as if determined to 
make a stand ; ray men were scattered all over the town, 
hunting up iho stragglers. I succeeded in rallying some 
six or eight, and with them I attempted to take the bridge. 
At this moment their commanding officer rode out toward 
me, after ordering his men to charge, bat only two or three 
followed him. As he rode up I made a quick dash, fired, 
and killed him almost instantly with the last load in my pis- 
tol With drawn sabre I continued the charge, followed by 
eight men, took possession of the bridge, killing one more, 
and drove them to the edge of the town. There we wero 
oliccked by the appearance of a large column advancing 
along the Sporryvilio Road. 

Tlie two flankmg columns bad now come up. I stationed 
them in different parts of the town, and then proceeded to 
collect what arms and stores we could find. "While this 
was going on, a Federal, hid in a tan-yard, watched hia 
chance of escape, and slipped out on a fine roan horse, com- 
ing down the main street about a square from where I 
stood. No time was lost for a chase, but, my jiisto] being 
empty, I had to range np alongside to cut him down. My 
horso was tho faster of the two, but tlie chase wds at first 
down hill ; whou, however, wo came to level ground, I soon 
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overtook him — not, however, until he was almost among his 
ovra men. As soon as I came np bsiiind I made a tierce 
point at his neck, but the blade went clear through bis hat, 
and with such a weight on the point I could not make a ont: 
hia skull was saved, and thus he escaped. I wheeled, and 
had the pleasure of another chase toward the bridge, but 
this time I was obliged to biko the lead myself; they did 
not follow me closely. 

While charging the bridge I had a hole shot through my 
pocket, and my horse was wounded. A corporal was shot 
through the thigh. 

After holding the town two hours, I sent back all the 
■wounded, the caplnred horses and prisoners, ivith what 
quartermaster and commissariat stores we needed, de- 
stroyed the remainder, and retreated slowly to White 
House Ford, which we crossed in good order with tho 
whole command. 

The enemy followed closely and in much force, and hav- 
ing infanti'y, artillery, and cavalry in five times greater num- 
ber than ourselves, we were compelled to retreat. Tlioy 
not only shelled us from the river, but from all tho hilla 
adjoining. Still, however, I kept the rear gaWA close to 
them; and when they crossed the river with their whole 
force and pressed us hard, we were obliged to move oS' to 
tho mountains near Newmarket Gap, where tho artillery 
could not follow. 

Here we had nnloadedtho baggage, and sent the wagons 
to Fort Mountain for grain. Here also we halted, and each 
man carried off what he could on Ills horse ; and after the' 
colamn, thus loaded, had passed on, Lieutenant Miller and 
I remained picking up what we thought might bo useful. 
While thus engaged, the enemy made some good line shots 
from a Parrott gun on this side of the river. I told Miller 
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tbat the nest shot would rcaoli us, and that wc had better 
bo off. Scarcely had we turned away when a shell struck 
and exploded in the pile of baggage, Bome of the fragments 
coming near hitting ua. 

Having overtaken the command, I formed Ihem in column 
of eights to receive a charge of cavalry, should the enemy 
see proper to make one ; but a squadron only came to the 
mouth of the gap, which was easily driven back. By thia 
time we were joined by the two companies of cavalry left 
to guard our retreat, and we again advanced cautiously 
after the enemy, who were falling back, skirmishing with 
thoir rear guard all the way to Thornton's Gap. 

Late in the evening I received a dispatch from General 
Robertson ordering me to report with my whole force, ex- 
cept one company, and without delay. Thia mortified me 
not a little, for the tone of the order seemed to east a sus- 
picion against nie for neglect of dnty. Every oflacor of 
the detachment took 6re at thia, and threatened to resign 
should I not be left in command of the post. Having dis- 
patched a full report of the day's proceedings by a special 
messengerjattliongh nearly worn out, we at once took up 
tho line offiiarch for Newmarket. But the same night I 
received, in answer to mine, another dispatch from tho gen- 
eral, ordering me back again to Page Valley with my com- 



Thb next evening I took a small squad of the freshest 
troops, and crossed tho river to look up the enemy, taking 
along with me Lieutonauta Swindier, McAleese, Hurst, and 
Marshall, and never did men niako such a narrow escape 
from oaptiiri' ;ia we did on that afternoon. 
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Wo cuoountered their pickets when within a mile and a 
half of Luray, and discovered a large body of cavalry ad- 
vancing steadily through the woods. Seeing they were too 
mach for us, I sent Lieutenant Hiirst back with the squad, 
and with McAleese, Marshall, Swindler, and a young man 
named Mountjoy Cloud, who acted as orderly, proceeded to 
worry the pickets as much aa possible, relying on the flect- 
ness of our horses to get us out of the way, if necessary. 

McAleese and Swindler crept upon the pickets on the 
left, and Swindler killed otio of them. This roused the 
enemy, aad they made a (lash, cutting off Swindler and 
McAleese from joining us. Swindler jumped a fence, and 
escaped into the mountain. McAleese was following bim, 
when hia horse was killed; but he too escaped into the 
woods, and reached camp nest day. In the mean time, 
while we were galloping along ahead of their squadron, 

Iiow advancing along the road, stopping occasionally to get 
h diot as they would charge us around a turn in the road or 
wer the crest of a hill. 
I And now for our escape, owing to the cool, deliberate 
ftOQrage of Cloud, lie was dressed in dark clothes, and 
■%ore the hat I had run my sabre through the day before. 
This hat liad a black feather in it, with the initials of the 
6th Ohio Cavalry and crossed sabres on the front, making 
Cloud look, at a short distance, not unlike a Federal. I had 
sent him with a message to Lieutenant Hurst to station his 
men at the ford. Between us and the ford were heavy 
woods, and when Cloud rode into them he saw a sentieel, 
with drawn sabre, sitting quietly on his horse. Cloud nici'e- 
ly nodded to him as he rode by, the other returning his 
\ salute. liiduig on a little farther, he came upon a whole 

^^Ljbompany drawn up in single rank, with carbines resting on 
^^^Bb^ hips, ready to fire on any thing coming along the road. 
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Cloud still rode on, coolly looking on them. Ho had scarce- 
ly passed them in safety before he discovered another com- 
pany, di'awii up aa if ready for a start. These also ho passed 
iu the same cool, deliberate manoer he had the rest, and 
could now have safely run for the ford, but, instead of sav- 
ing himself and leaving ua to be taken prisoners, he leisurely 
turned about and rode by them again, making dumb signs, 
as much aa to say, "All right, boys ; we'll have these Reb- 
els yet." 

As soon as he got clear of them he lost no time in giving 
us warning. There we stood in the road, with a force on 
each side of na, almost within rifle-shot. Nothing was left 
then but to take the river, which we reached by going 
acroaa the fields ; nor did we look for a ford, but plunged in, 
and all got safely over, with no other inconvenience than a 
food ducking. 

That night seven deserters from the enemy came to our 
pickets, and when Lieutenant McAleese came in he brought 
seven more — all from a Virginia regiment in the Federal 
service. 

For several days we had brisk skirmishing, but with no 
other result than the fim it afforded. It was impossible for 
ns to recapture Luray, for the enemy encamped a largo force 
near the town, and kept strong pickets out in every direction. 

I now received orders to report at camp without delay; 
so, leaving one company to do picket duty,.we marched to 
Harrisonburg, and found that General Robertson had gone 
to Orange Court-house, leaving my regiment to do picket 
duty in the Valley. We were now joined by our new colo- 
nel, Ayrshire Harmon, an old friend of mine. Here we re- 
;ed a week, resting men and horses ; and then, with six 
companies and a section of Cliew'a battery, we stalled again 
for White House Bridge. 
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Early ill the loornbg the colonel and I bold a conaulta- 
tion, and we determined to hunt up the enemy. Wo ac- 
cordingly sent up the river a cQmpauy to protect our rear, 
and with the rest ofthe force, artillery included, we marched 
down the river, intending to crosa at AYhite House, the 
colonel and I moving forward to reconnoitre. 

Approaching the river, we discovered in a field on the 
other side of it a company of cavalry grazing their horsee, 
but not dismounted. Without showing ourselves, we took 
one gun, an Cngliiih piece, through some woods, and got it 
position. They were not more than eix hundred yards 
oS, and the first intimation they had of an enemy near was 

le falling of a shell in their midst, which unfortunately did 
lot explode. Before they could look around there fell an- 
other with terrific cfiect. Such wild confusion I never wit- 
Dcssed: they scattered in every direction ; and, until they got 
oat of range, we sent shell after shell among them, just to 
hurry them up. I wished to cross the river after them, but 
tiie colonel would not consent; and it was well perhaps 
that he did not, for the wood was alive with infantry, and 
we might have lost many a brave man to little purpose. 

In about an hour there camo in view a regiment of in- 
jantry, which advanced toward the ford and threw out 
'flkirmisbei's, scattering themselves about in small bodies, so 
to avoid any serious injury from artillery. 

Colonel Harmon now ordered me to dismount my whole 

company, deploy them as skirmishers, and advance so as to 

appear like infantiy. This I did, placing the right under 

JUoAleese, and the left under my brother, the whole being 

my direction. The colonel rode by my side, and we 

Ivanced to within their musket range without being abia 

our short carbines; but when about getting close 

enough, wo saw them placing a gun in position on some ris- 
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ing groiind. Tu Igbb than a minute the amoke curled up, 
aud ihere came a good Hne shot, followed by another, but 
bolb fell short; then came a third, screaming along and 
tearing up the ground between our two horses! 

Tho skirmishers had been ordered to fall back and re- 
mount; but, to prevent any confusion, the colonel and I 
rode along with them. Every shot came near enough to 
make us dodge, aud the shells of one gun in particular 
seemed to be aimed directly at uh two. 

After crosfiing the field we came to a strong worm fence, 
and I directed one of our men, named Fos, to pull it down. 
He was moving quickly iip to do so, when a shell struck 
tho pannel lie was making for just in the corner, and knock- 
ed it down. " That much trouble saved," said Fox, look- 
ing round, with a quiet smile. 

The enemy's position bo commanded every part of the 
surrounding country that our gun was of no avail. We 
tried to coax them across the river, but in vain ; and, after- 
making one or two scouts near Columbia Bridge, we re- 
turned to oamp near Ilarrisonburg. 

A few days after this Colonel Harmon sent me to Win- 
chester with a flag of truce to release some Federal sur- 
geons taken at the battle of Cross Keys. We had a pleas- 
ant trip, and returned to camp on the evening of the fourth 
day. While delivering over the prisouera at the picket 
post, hundreds of ladies came over to see us. They paid 
no attention whatever to tho guard, which tried bard to 
stop them, tut pushed by, shouting out, " God bless the gray- 
baoka ;" " God bless the rebels." A hearty hand-shaking 
tlien went round, aud greetings yet more tender ; of course, 
■ather encouraged such lively demonstrations.' Rafresb- 
ments were then tronght from the toivn, and we had a 
pleasant time of it. 
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That night wo slept near the picket post, each man made 
Cist to Lia horso fov fear eome prowler might slip off willi 
him. Afler ive got back to Kernstown I took down the 
flag of trace, sent the wagons on ahead, returned to within 
a mile of Winchester, and made some captures of horses 
and a lot of mules. I was very near being taken prisoner, 
though I did not know it at the time, for on the adjoining 
farm from which the animals were captured lived a Union 
man, who was afraid to go home without a guard, and ho 
had then fifteen mounted men with him. 

Next morning we took up our line of march toward the 
Valley of the Eapidan. We scooted toward Stannardavillo 
and Madison Court-house, where I joined Lieutenant Col- 
onel Burks, with one half of the regiment under him. At 
Wolftown, near the latter place, we fell in with the Federal 
cavalry, charged the town, and drovo them out, killing one, 
, "wounding three, and taking six prisoners, 
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Wk made a scont toward Madison Courlrhouso, and wero 
fired into by a regiment of South Carolinians, who were on 
picket at Barnard's Ford, they taking us for Federals, No 
damago was done. I went forward with a flag of truce to 
tut them know who we were. 

It was on the next day, about 2 o'clock, that the battle 

I of Slaughter Mountain commenced. Being the rear guard 
of the whole army, it was night before we reached near 
where was the hardest fighting. From our position we 
pould see the flashes of the guns, and hear the shells crash- 
ing and bursting amid the trees. 
Colonel Harmon having given hia consent, I rode to tlie 
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;, and the first battery I came to was Pnrcell'a {Vir- 
giiiin), wUere I foond young Lieutemuit Featherstone, of 
JIfilUiuore. The enemy were then shelling this particular 
spot terrifically. Several were killed while I stood there. 
Not being on doty, I wag about to move away, telling 
FeaUierstone it was rather warm work, when a spherical 
case shell came tbundoriog through the wood. I heard it 

» coming, and felt sure that it would strike very near, and in 
a second I felt the wind of it. It struck Lieutenant Feath- 
erstone, taking off the greater part of his head, passed 
tbrongli one horee into the body of another, and" then ex- 
ploded, tearing him to atoms. The first horse Yell upon 
Featherstone, and it was some time before we could extri- 
cate his dead body. Before I left four men were killed, 
three having their heads taken off by one shell. In this 
battle Brigadier General Charles H. Winder was killed by 
a shell which tore him nearly in two. He was leading on 
the old " Stonewall Brigade," supported by the 2d and 3d 
brigades, commanded by Taliaferro and Fulkeson. After 
Winder was killed his brigade charged the enemy, and 
never waB hotter fighting than was then seen in a corn-field 
where this brigade charged lino after line of infantry and 
artillery. An officer declared to mo that he never before 
saw BO many men killed by the bayonet. 

Toward evening the enemy made a charge of cavalry, 
coming down rapidly in a stubble-field, on the edge of whleh 
we had a regiment of sharpshooters, with rifles but no bay- 
onet's. These fell back quickly across a fence, and in the 
I rear of a regiment with fixed bayonets. The latter the en- 
Ifitny did not see, and supposed that the rifles were retreat- 
On they came with a yell, and when tiiey got to within 
Bforty yards of the fence, tlie muskets were passed through 
[It, and the first volley turned them back in wild confusion, 
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Be the riflea also poured into them a destrnctive fire,. 
Sren after the first volley there was a Btving of dead horseftJt 
extending all across the fieUl, and great numbers also scafe,-,' 
tered along in the line of their retreat About 9 P.il. the 
enemy were completely routed from every position, and our 
men tlrovo them to within a mile and a half of Culpepper 
Court-house. 

On the second day after the battle we granted a flag of 
truce to the enemy to bury their dead and remove the 
wounded ; General J. E. B. Stnart on our part, and General 
Craivford for them, arranging the terma. 

"While riding over the field, strewn with dead and wound- 
ed, two Federal colonels accosted me, and inquh'ed if I was 
Captain Harry Gilmor. Having answered them in the af- 
firmative, they introduced themselves as Lieutenant Colonel 
Meighlech and Colonel Zost, both Prussians, and proceeded 
to inform me that I had been fighting them at Luray; and, 
having been told by the ladies there that I was a pretty 
good sort of fellow, tbey were anxious to make the acquaint- 
ance of one who had been so attentive to them in Page Val- 
ley. Wo rode over the field logotlier in pleasant conversa- 
tion, when Colonel Meighlech remarked that, if we had not 
removed any of our dead (and we had not), their loss, com- 
pared to ours, would number seven to one ; and this was 
the fact. He then invited me lo leave my arms with IjIs or- 
derly and accompany them across the lines to get something 
to drink ; we spent an hour very agreeably, and parted with 
mutual professions of regard. 

Next morning our whole array commenced falling back 
toward the Rapidan, our regiment forming the rear; but 
we were not pursued very closely. Wo had a few skir- 
mishes, and some long-range shelling, which did no harm. 

At Orange Court-house I was obliged to leave the field, 



$6 ivim TBARs nr thz baddle. 

aod it was soon evident that I was about to have an attack 
of intermittent fever; and not till at the Bccoiid buttle of 
Manassaa was I able to join my regiment. 

At Fairfax Court-house, where I nest joined tlie regi- 
mBnt, I was ordered to move forward with my command 
and drive in the pickets, which was soon done, tbe.town 
taken, and word sent to Colonel Harmon, who then came 
up with the remainder of tho regiment and two pieces of 
artillery. Tho enemy, whom I followed after driving them 
from tlio town, were drawn up in line of battle about a 
quarter of a mile from it. Their force consisted of three 
squadrons of cavalry, posted advantageously behind some 
houses and a large barn. I threw out long-range riSea to 
tiio front, and the entertainment opened. They stood their 
ground until some of my mountain boys knocked two of 
them from^ their saddles. Seeing them waver a Httle, I or- 
dered a charge; but they retreated before we cnuld reach 
them. Wo pursued for a while, but our fon'e being small, 
I halted, informed Colonel Harmon of our tuccess, and held 
on till he came up. 

In tho mean time tho enemy took position in a thick wood, 
from which we soon flushed them with a few shells; but 
they fought stubbornly all the way down to Falls Church, 
where they had infantry and cavalry. Haifa mile from the 
chnrch we made another dash, and captured two of their 
cavalry. The place being held by infantry and cavalry, we 
placed two guns in position, nnder the command of Captain 
Chew, and kept up an incessant fire until night, without any 
casualty on our side, or, probably, any on theirs. 

Soon after dark we took up the line of march for Lees- ■ 
burg, passed through that town, and crossed the Potomac, 
reaching Frederick, Maryland, that night. A day or two 
after, early in September, I went to my father's house near 
Baltimore to see my family. 
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St the night of the 12th of September I rode toward the 
e of a near relative on the IleisterstowQ Turnpike, 
when, urged by my sole companion, G C , 1 reluct- 
antly turned aside to Mr. W 's, seveu miles from Balti- 
more. It seems tbat a joint force of soldiers and policemen 
had come out that night from the city to capture property 
which they had beeo told was tliere ready to go South, but 
which, if there, they did not find. This force was stationed 
all around the house, and not, of course, expecting us ; but 
on hearing the tramp of our horses they were on the alert, 
and scarcely had we entered the yard before we were com- 
pletely Burroanded. Escape was impossible ; every gun and 
pistol was presented, and would have been immediately dis- 
charged. Besides, I was not mounted on my own horse 
which I had ridden into JIaryland — a thorough-bred bay 
of immense power, active as a tiger, and a great jumper. 

I was treated very rudely by my captors, and bad to en- 
dura their vnlgar taunts all the way to Baltimore, which we 
gained on foot. Not until we reached the edge of town did 
we see or hear of any one doing picket duty. 

On being lodged in the Western Police Station-house my 
name was inscribed on the books as " a spy," and the entry 
was forwarded with me to Fort JlcIIenry, where, with oth- 
er pleas of confinement, I was detained for five months, in 
direct violation of the cartel between the two governments, 
JH^AJhicb, if regarded, would have released me in ten days. It 
^^^■b represented to General Wool, then in command at Bal- 
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^H«B for trinl by etato lawa for inciting negroes to revolt, 
■^d President Lincoln Iiad ordered all Confederate officers 
lo 1)0 held waiting the resnlt. With a sad and sorrowftil 
heart I shook hands with my fellow-prisoners and the cap- 
taiEi of the Rteamcr, who seemed to have taken qnite a lik- 
g to me. I was the only officer taken oS; found no gaaid 
a board the tug, and none but the captain and two Tnlgar- 
wking women. The weather was stormy, and the little 
tag pitched at a great rate. 
Out of humor with the captain aud every lliiog else, I 
r left the capstan, nor minded the spray as it dashed 
fever me whpn we struck a sea. While running by Craney 
Island, the red-headed wretch came and asked me to walk 
T'sft to the saloou and he introduced to the ladies. The im- 
pudence of the dog so enraged mo that I could scarce keep 
my hands off himj^nd, in fact, had I known where to ran 
the boat, I should have hurled him into the sea. However, 
I merely consigned him, in vigorous terms, to the devil. 
Upon this he slunk off to the saloon, and I saw no more of 
_ him until wo reached the wharf at Fort Norfolk, 

Here I was turned over to Captain Johnston, who re- 
vived mo civilly, and conducted mo into the interior of the 
d a. gloomy-looking place it was. My prison was on 
the Bccoud floor of the old magazine, in which sixteen oth- 
ers, mostly from Xorfolk, Portsmouth, and North Carolina, 
I were confined. 

Although anxious to get back to my old camping-ground, 
still, all things considered, my timo passed away pleasantly, 
and Captain Johnston behaved to us in the most gentle- 
L manly manner. Once, however, he did get mad, and I must 
idmit he had some reason for it. He had put a Dutchman, 
n Yankee sutler, among us, and we, being all Confederates, 
lobjected to such "mixing." We rcmonBtrated ; but he 
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persisted, saying he had no other place for Lira. That night 
the poor Dutchman was rolled up in a blanket and tipped 
out. How he yelled and swore, and, as he lay on the 
ground, cried, " Help ! marder ! tousand tousand dyvils I" 
and I know not what else. We immediately barricaded 
the door, and when the guard charged up he could not get 
in. Captain Johnston then came in a towering rage, but 
had no better bucccsb; we would not unfasten the door. 
At length we held a parley. I made him laugh ; he prom- 
ised to murder no one. The door was then opened, the 
poor forlorn Dutchman brought in, his wounds and bruisea 
dressed, and I nursed him until ho was well. lie turned 
out to bo a good fellow, for soon after that he was released, 
and sent us a lot of Champagne and whisky, and a large 
quantity of eatables. 

Scarcely a day passed but we had vjpits from the ladies 
of Norfolk, Portsmouth, and elsewhere, bringing with them 
luxuries of every kind. I con not forget the kindness of 
these ladies, among whoni were my cousins on the eastern 

shore of Virginia, Miss Sarah L , Mi-s. and the Misses 

M— . 

Just as I had made every arrangement for escape, I was 
called out on the 13th of February, and sent to Fortress Mon- 
roe for exchange. I had but twenty niinutes' notice, and 
packed up in such haste that I left half my things behind. 
Being detiuned about an hour, I was allowed to purchase a 
pwr of cavalry boots, a hat, and several other articles ; bnt, 
on arriving at Fortress Monroe, all these things were taken 
from me by a miserable little assistant of the provost mar- 
shal. The third day after found me at City Point, and the 
same evening at Richmond. I had caught a severe cold 

Eig up the river, and could scarcely speak for several 
after my arrival. 
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"WiTHm a Tveek I went out to " Moss Neck" to see my 
i fnend and patron, General T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson. 
On arriving at his bead-quarters, wliicli were in a small, de- 
tached building on the lawn before Mr. Corbiti's house, he 
was Dot in ; but, while strolling about the grounds, I met 
him coming from a walk. 

" How are you, general ? I am glad to meet you once 
more," I said. 

He had the eamo old cap pnlled down over his nose, and, 
raising his head, locked at me for some moments. I, think- 
ing he did not recognize me, said, " I fear you have forgot- 
»ten me, general." 
" No, sir, never forget you, sir. Captain Gilmor, Glad 
to see yon back again, air. Want you to keep a sharp look- 
out hereafter," shaking me warmly by the hand all the 
while ; and, without loosing it, he led me into his quarters. 
Here we talked till summoned to dinner, wlien lie gave me 
a seat beside him. Charles J. Faulkner, Alexander R. Bo- 
teler, and the general's personal staff were with us. After 
dinner we had another pleasant honr conversing on general 
topics. The general frequently aasnred me of his readiness 
to advance my interests, promised to inquire about my regl- 
_ ment, and recommend me for the majority. 

While conversing together a box was brought in, sent from 
jondon, containing a saddle, bridle, and entire ootfit for a 
It was Bcnt, I think, by Messrs. Gallagher and F iok- 
Kin; the most splendid affair of the kind I ever saw. 
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mod mucli pleased with tho present, but evidently con- 
i it too fine for laim — eo plain in every thing. I bade 
tho kind-bearted man good-by, be exacting a promise from 
me to write whenever I required his aid. That was the last 
1 saw of the glorious " Stonewall" JackBon until I looked 
upon his corpse lying iu state at the Capitol. What a 
loss to the cause was the death of that one man I Gen- 
eral Lee said, "TiPenly thousand men eould have been better 
^tared" But for that many a reverse might have proved 
a triumph. 

On the first of March I left Richmond and returaed to 
the "Valley," where I found my regiment encamped near 
Mount Jackson, on the Valley turnpike road. The regiment 
was out on drill. As my old squadron returned, they came 
into line in front of the colonel's quarters, and gavo me 
three rousing cheers to welcome me back. The sight made 
mo long for horse, sabre, and pistols, to be at the head of 
the "first squadron" in a rattling sabre charge, with thesa 
brave boys at my back. 

That evening there was an alarm. I borrowed a horse 
of Colonel Harmon, and we took the road to Edinbijrg in a 
trot. As I rode past the column to the head of the regi- 

Mit, some of every company would recognize me, and aal- 
3 exchanged; I told them I was again in com- 

ind of the first squadron ; then came a loud yell, finishing 
" All right, boys ; there goes our Ilarry to the front 1" 

%at a sensation all this created within me I As I took 

B place at the head of the column, I felt as though I could 

fe through ranks of foemen. It was a false alarm, how- 

■', and we halted at Edinburg. 

^at night I spent with my old friend, Colonel FnnBton, 
a been Asliliy's mnjor ; he w'as very glad to see mo, 

I produced a bottle of " apple jack" to celebrate my re- 
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turn, Tho next day I obtained from General W. E, Jones 
a furloagh of fifteen days. 

And now I looked up my old sorrel, that Welch had been 
taking care of during my imprisonment. I found him at a 

farmer's named , in Page Valley, and, though pretty 

rough, still he was in tolerable condition and full of life, 
lie really seemed to know me, but certainly found out who 
was upon him before I had ridden from Newmarket to Ln- 
ray. ilere I found all my lady friends as kind and charm- 
ing as ever, and three days were spent most pleasantly. 
Hero also I met Lieutenant Randolph, of our regiment, who 
Lad commanded the company during my absence. Being 
ill want of another horse, I soon struck a bargain for a pow- 
erful brown half mustang for five hundred dollars j but, 
after riding him in several skirmishes, I was glad to get rid 
of him. He waa the most unmanageable horse I ever saw 
on this side of the Missouri River. 

T'rom Luray I crossed over the Blue Ridge to Culpepper , 
Court-house to see General J. E. B. Stuart, but failed to 
meet him, lie being in Fredericksburg. Fitz Hugh Lee's 
brigade was there; and a genera! court-martial was in ses- 
sion for- the trial of Colonel Clay Pate, 5 th Virginia Cavalry. 
The members of the court were nearly all strangcra to me, 
but I waa introduced to them, and a jolly time wo had of 
it. Here I first met poor Pelham, the " boy major," the 
renowned young hero of Stuart's horse artillery. 

Stuart, unaccompanied by his staff, came to Culpepper on 
the IGth of March to give some evidence in Pate's trial. 
I bad a short conversation with him in the evening, and he 
promised a satisfactory answer to my request the next day. 
Little did we anticipate what then awaited us. 

What a jovial party were assembled that evening in 
Colonel Carter's rornn. Let them pass before "my mind's 
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eye:" Colonel RoBsei-, severely -wouaded next day; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Welby Carter; Colone! Sol. 'Williaras, who 
married Miss Pegram, and waa killed ten days after ; Major 
John Pelham and Major Puller, both killed next day ; Cap- 
tain A. Rogers, 1st Virginia Cavalry ; Colonel Drake, killed 
at Shepherdstown the following sumnier; Colonel Pate, 
killed at Tellow Tavern the day Stuart himself was killed ; 
land myself, now brougbt np at Fort Warreu, after mauy 
now escapes and many bloody fields. 



^^bitl 



XV. 

Bt.Pathick's day, 1863, dawned bright and clear. While 
asleep in my room, in rushed Major Puller, in full uni- 
and ready for the saddle. For some time lie ran on 
■with a deal o£ nonsense, but at length told me the Yankee 
cavalry had crossed the Rappahannock at Kelly's Ford in 
large force, and the brigade was ordered out to meet them. 
IMigbted at the thought of taking part in a cavalry fight 
ith Stuart and Fitz Lee as chiefs, I sprung out of bed, ran 

iwn to the stable, and gave a negro five dollars to clean, 
feed, and saddle the old sorrel. Coming back, I met Stuart 
all ready, with Pelham by his side, looking as fresh, and 
joyous, and rosy as a boy ten years old. Having saluted 
the great cavalry general, I offered to attach myself to his 
personal staff for the occasion. He thanked me, saying ho 
would gladly accept my services, as none of his staflj save 
Pelham, were with him, the rest being at Fredericksburg. 
Buckling on pistols and sabre, I vaulted upon old Bill, he 
little thinking how soon he would be among screaming 
ibells, whizzing bullets, aud clashing sabrea in the coming 
liot. Raising my hat to the pretty little Miss Bessie 




S , I tlasheil Jown the main street after Stuart, who bad 

already started off at a vapid gallop. On turning the cor- 
ner, I saw Miaa Bessie ou the balcouy waving her handker- 
chief to me as I passed out of sight. Alaa I what grief 
p'oBHeesed her before the close of that eventful day, 

I oveitook Stuart and Pelhara at the outskirts of the 
town, Burveyiug the ground with rapid glancea ; aeleoting 
positions for artillery, should we bo forced back so far. 
Sttutvt had juBt received a dispatch from the front, and sent 
me hack to tclegi'aph General Robert E. Lee. I joined 
him again a littlo more than a mile from the town. 
* Fita Leo'a brigade was about two thousand strong, bat, 
owing to its lata hard work and scarcity of forage, he had 
been obliged to send more men to the rear than he took 
with him into the fight. He told me himself that he had 
not a man over eight hundred ; and I am certain, from what 
I saw, that even this was a large estimate. The roads were 
in the most wretched condition, and seemed, in some places, 
as though the " bottom had dropped out." In passing by 
the 5th, its major (Major Puller) sung out, " Hany, leave 
me your haversack if you get killed !" " Ay, ay, major." 

I found Fitz Lee and Stnart, with their staffs, riding to- 
gether ill the rear. Pelbam and I rode side by side for 
several miles, when suddenly the advance came to a halt, 
having discovered the Federal cavalry just ahead in what 
ia known as Jamison's Woods. Stuart, through his glasses, 
scanned them, while Fitz Lee formed hia brigade on the lefl 
of the road in the field. I took my station near Stuart, and 
soon after Fitz Leo rode up and said, " General, I think 
there are only a few platoons in the woods yonder. Hadn't 
we better 'take the bulge' on them at once?" This was 
Fitz Lee's favorite expression. 

Stuart assented, and the 3d was ordered to. get ready for 
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a charge, wbile Captain James Bailey ivas sent forward 
■with a squadron on loot as sharpshootera, Soou iLe bullets 
were flying thick and fast, and I asked leave to go In with 
Bailey. Just then Bailey's liorso was killed, and for a time 
I took command, and ordered a charge on a stone fence, 
behind which a large body of the enemy's sharpBiiooters 
were posted. The men charged well until we got within 
two hundred yards of the fence, when they were met by a 
tremendous volley from the carbiii,es of at least a regiment, 
besides a raking fire of shell and canister from four pieces 
of artiUeiy which had been masked in the woods, alt poured 
into onr little squadron. Here they halted, wavered, and," 
thongh I entreated them, some disorder occurred, and they 
began to retreat, hut still loading and firing as they ran. 

Just at this moment Stuart dashed in among them, and, 
riding up to where I was, waved his hat, tclUug the men, if 
they ran, they would leave him by himself. Never did I 
see one bear himself more nohly. I stopped to gaze upon 
him, though I expected every moment to hear the dull Ihuff 
of a bnllet, and see him fall. *' Confound it, men," siud he, 
"come hack;" and (Aey came. Anxious for his safety, I 
told him the men were all right, and would go wherever he 
ordered me to take them. Bailey now rode up, and Stuart 
told him to post them behind a sod fence about fifty yards 
nearer the enemy, and then report to him. 

The men were hardly in position before a shell exploded 
on top of the fence, killing three and wounding seven. 

The general sent me to order the 3d to charge the woods 
directly in front. The poor fellows went in gallantly, but 
it was a fatal mistake, and I thought so at the time, for that 
stone fence extended fron\ the road on our right to the liver 
on our left, and was utterly impassable for cavalry through- 
ont its whole length. But the gallant 3d dashed on in 
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Avlioni I had to report before passing out through his lines. 
We found him sitting before his tent, and after dispatching 
my business Miss Belle presented her request. I fixed my- 
self rather behind her, that I might give a signal to the gen- 
eral not to consent. The fact is, I did not care to be accom- 
panied by a woman on so perilous an enterprise; for, 
though she was a splendid and reckless rider, of unflinching 
courage, and her whole soul bound up in the Southern 
cause, yet she was a little — mark you, only a little — head- 
strong and willful, and I thought it best, both for her sake 
and mine, that she should not go. I hope Miss Belle will 
forgive this little ruse. The general, of course, refused, 
which made her furious ; but he was firm, and I rode off 
without her. 

I was gone three days, and returned without even having 
drawn my revolvers, though I had several chances ; but I 
was on special business, and so let the various opportunities 
pass. 

The enemy's picket-line being only a mile out of Win- 
chester, I made easily the entire circuit of that towii as well 
as Martinsburg, in which I learned the exact position of ev- 
ery stationary force, large and small, in the lower valley, 
with an accurate account of their numbers. A courier was 
sent immediately to General Ewell with the information I 
had gained. He was then marching through Chester's 
Gap, near Front Royal. But this was kept so secret that 
even I would not have known it had I not been selected to 
do his scouting, and, of course, I did not breathe it to any 
of tiie men with me. 
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Next ilay I was sick in bed in Middletown, thirteen miles 

eoutli of Wincbester, on tlio Valley Koad, iind Ewell was 

moving rapidly by way of Front Royal, wben about forty 

Federal cavalry dashed in upon us for the pnrposc of at- 

taokiog the line of outer pickets, which was jnst in my rear. 

My men, as it liappened, were all in readiness to mount at 

& moment's notice, and most gallantly did they figbt in 

wos and threes, keeping up a fire from the cross streets 

fcitli such rapidity that by the time I could get out the en- 

! all at the north end of the village. My groom 

&ick Lad my Iiorse all ready, and as I threw my leg over 

jse saddle, my lads, with throe or four of the pickets, who 

d been eent in to see what was the matter, rallied around 

le, and all were anxious for a little fun. 

J It was my duty to keep the picket-line clear to prevent 

By inforrastiou reaching the enemy. So, with a yell, wo 

died at them, and, as they were already moving back to- 

RAirard Winchester, it was an easy job to hnrry ttiem on a 

^•little. For about a mile the race was very exciting. "We 

n captured five, and then halted, for fear of being drawn 

[pto nn ambnsc.ide of infantry, which I bad suspected was 

their object. They halted too. Thus prepared, they oould 

isily Lave whipped us, for wo had only eight men left, 

■(two having gone back with the prisoners, one being wound- 

I «d, and another hurt by bis horse fulling on him. 

To see whether there was indeed a trap set, whieli would 
f |» disoovered by the way we should be received, I placed 
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Vvo men on each side of the tampike, and with the rest 
•la*! bed down the road. CoaTinced by their movements 
now that there was a trap, I ordered the men to halt, which 
was promptly obeyed; bat my own horse, the mnstang, 
could not bo taken up so easily, and would certainly have 
carried me through to the enem^ had they not turned and 
pretended to run, and had I not pulled him square across a 
fitonc fence, which he suddenly leaped, and, in doing so, 
came near unhorsing me. 

Uiding back toward Middletown, I beheld a dense cloud 
of dust coming from a road which ran at right angles to the 
turnpike. Amid the cloud I perceived cavalry, about the 
same distance from the town that we were. I knew we 
liad a picket force out that way, but the fact of their charg- 
ing toward town, together with the singular behavior of 
those wo had jnst been fighting, led me to regard them as 
a Federal troop trying to get in our rear, and so thought 
III! the men. Off we started to cross the junction of the 
roads before this body of cavalry could reach it. We had 
(]uite an exciting race, and had just accomplished our object, 
when the head of the approaching column wheeled into the 
turnpike, discovering to us Captain Raisin, of our 1st Mary- 
hind, with about seventy horse, who had heard the firing, 
and came to take part in the fight. They halted for a mo- 
ment; but, while I was changing horses with ray brother, 
C ix , who had brought me my old sorrel. Rai- 
sin's men galloped toward the body of cavalry J had left a 

mile and a half oif. Having mounted, I sent G to the 

r(\'ir, afraid to trust him on the mustang in a fight. I hur- 
ried on to Raisin, and, although the enemy \vas scampering' 
MWJiy, still anticipating ambuscade, I begged him to hold in 
and come down to a trot, while I would skirmish his front 
with my eight men, all finely mounted. Ho did so, and I 
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V out three men on each side of the road, and with the 
r two advanced at a gallop, Raisin coming up at a irol. 
We followed the Yankees to within a mile and a quarter of 
Newtown, when they wheeled ahout and faced us with 
drawn Babres, yelling and daring us to ctiarge. Feeling 
quite certain now that an ambuscade was near, I waved ray 
pistol back at Raisin to bold up ; but, unfortunately, he mis- 
understood the signal, and with intense pain I heard him 
give the order, " Gallop — march — charge!" Just at this 
moment I canght a glimpse of a blue uniform among the 
tall grass in a ravine on our left. 

On came the hravo Marylandera with such deafening 
yells that I could not make myself heard, though I screamed 
to them, " Ilalt ! halt ! yon will all he butchered ! Tou are 
running into an ambuscade !" All in vain. They were too 
wild to hear ; on they sped into the vei"y jaws of death. 
If the column had passed, and, seeing the look of aniaze- 

bt on every countenance, as if saying, "What the devil 

me matter with Major Gilmor?" I dashed in the rowels, 
s soon at tbo head of the column. 

The boys were just giving a fresh yell aa they saw mo 
come up, all with sabres firmly gripped for the struggle, 
when four liiindred infantry rose up in the grass, and dis- 
charged every gun into the flank of the column. At the 
same instant a smaU body of cavalry, ahout two hundred 
yards in front, opened to the left and right, unmasking two 
howitzers, that sent double chai'ges of canister, raking down 
the other side of our doomed men. 

The scene that ensued it is liard to describe ; but I had 
known what was coming, and lost not my presence of mind. 
Raisin rode by ray side, but soon was knocked offhis splen- 
did black horse by a minie ball hitting liim in the back of 
ihe head. He lay as if dead, and his horso ran to the enemy. 
D2 
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I Jly first order was to charge tijion the cavalry before the 
■kfnntry could reload. Only two moo obeyed; one was 
^Piupatrick, and both were killed. All were trying to 
Krlieel, and get out as tboy came in. I was at Uie head of 
rtlio column, and tliought my chance to get thiough wonld 
I be slim indeed, fov tbc infantry had commenced a seatteting 
|"firc, and were at Ibe fence trying to bayonet men and boi-ees 
wtB they crowded and jostled eacb other in tlic road, taking 
■ oaro, however, to keep out of reach of the eabres. 
I All this occnrred in an instant, though it ecemcd a long 
I while to me. Pushing my way through dead and wonnded 
I men and lioraea lying in the road, I soon got ont of range. 
I Tlie enemy charged while wo were wheeling, but did not 
I come up until wo had fah-ly started. They picked up some 
\ prisoners, ran ua about a mile, when we halted and turned 
^ on them. Tlioy stopped, wheeled, and went back. 

I was stek when they had aroused me from my bed ; but 
while there was fighting going on, the excitement kept me 
up. Now that it was all over, I had barely slrenglh to ride 
back to the hotel in Middletown. 

Can it be believed that our loss was but five killed, nine 
wounded, and twenty-three captured, witli some brnised and 
Boro from the falling of their horses ? But one of mine was 
killed, Fitzpatriok, a Baltlmorean, one of the bravest of the 
brave. 



SIX. 

.TusE, 18G3. 

At daylight next morning, Genera! Ewell having crossed 

Hit} Shenandoah, we all started for Winchester; Colond 

[f nnicB Herboi-t, of the Maryland Infantry, with his battalion. 



on a 
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the Ist Maryland Cavalry, tinder Captain Emack, on the 
ley Turnpike; Jenkins's division on tlie Front Royal 
Road, in tbe advance of Ewell'a first two divisions; while 
Rhodes, with hia division, came out by the way of Millwood 
to drivo into Winchester the troops stationed there, it being 
Ewell's intention to bag the whole force in the town. I 
kept with Colonel Herbei't all that day. No restriction was 
pnt on any ono coming out of Winchester, and every one 
we met assured ua that all was quiet there, and there was 
no suspicion of the force coming against them. 

Passing through Newtown and Bartonsville, we came to 
Jackson's old battle-field at Kernstown without meeting an 
enemy, or oven bearing of any on this side of the picket- 
post at HoUingaworth's Mills. Wo halted on the edge of 
that field. It was a bright, warm day. Colonel Herbert 
pnt his men in line of battle, and then ordered tliera to lie 
down. The cavalry waa thrown forward, two pieces of 
the Baltimore Light Artillery put in good position, vedettes 
on all sides, and Bconts pushed forward to see what waa 
ig on at Winchestei'. 

.U this waa scarcely arranged before a column of cavalry 
in sight, approaching ns rapidly and rather' in eautious- 
the turnpike. Several of ng hastily mounted and rode 
up before the gnna to mask them. Our vedettes fell slowly 
hack before the enemy, and when within half a mile of ns 
ly started to charge in column of fours. As they came 
Ibin easy range, we wheeled to right and left, and shell 
shell went sereaming on. One exploded over tliem; 
rther in front, a little short; and, though no one waa 
1, they scampered back in great confusion. And well 
did, for the Maryland boys were lying witli guns all 
itod and primed for them, though Colonel Herbert wished 
conceal iiis force until General Early should como over 
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with his division to attack the Braaller forts on the sotith- 
west side of Winches. I er. Just as we had shelled the cav- 
alry otit of sight, we heard Ewell's guns open ou the Front 
Koyal Koad, about three miles fi'oiii the town. He had 
flushed the enemy, and, soon after, wo knew by the more 
distant reports of artillery that Bhodes had engaged him at 
Berryville. We watched and waited for Early, with his di- 
vision of Louisiana infantry. lie came at last, and, when 
the advance began, the fighting became genei-al. Ilerbeit'a 
battalion of infantry was deployed as skirmishers. Having 
no command of my own, I went into action with Major 
William W. Goldsborough, who had charge of the skirmish- 
line. I 

We soon passed through Kernstown, and half a mile be- 
yond came upon a small force of the enemy's infantry and 
cavalry posted ie an orchard, and then the fight commenced 
in earnest. Tiiey opened a battery on our skirmish-line, and 
BheUed the wood in all directions, but without doing much 
damage. Early moved most ofliia division to thcleftof the 
turnpike, whore a line was formed by one of tho Louisiana 
brigades, with the Maryland infantry in front, to charge the 
enemy posted in strong position on Bowers's Hill, about a 
mite and a half below Kernstown. The hill was earned with- 
out much trouble, and the enemy driven into his fortifications 
west of Winchester. His skirmiBhers still held th.'it place 
in considerable force, the main body being in the fortifica- 
tions ou the heights west of the town ; and, as it was not 
designed to enter it that night, we halted within easy range. 

By this time General Ewell had forced his way to within 
a mile of the town on the east, where General Edward John- 
ston's division was in position near the Millwood Turnpike. 
Tho enemy were now lilaaing away with about thirty guns 
from their forts ou tho heights, while Early was steadily 
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^^Hking his way round liim on tho Bamc siile. This to mc 
^^Ippcared the state of a^irs when night closed in, and I felt 
enre that, vinlese the FederalB ran off in the night, most of 
them would be captured next day. 

1 slept on tho skirmish-hno with Major Goldsborough, 
and when we started before dayhght I made hiiu a bet tliat, 
unless killed, I would be the first man in Winchester.* 

Desiring to see what was going on at the Millwood Road, 
I reached it-just as the sun was rising bright and clear, aftpr 
a fine shower, which made the air fresh and exliilarating. 
No Federals could be seen, eo I commenced a cautious re- 
connoisaance. Passing down to Swartz's Mill, I began to 
find dead bodies, knapsacks, blankets, and guns strewn about 
where we had met and whipped the 110th Ohio and 5th 
Federal Maryland, Feeling my way a little farther on, I 
came to the abandoned camp of the latter, with knapsacks 
piled, already packed, with any quantity of plunder; and 
while my horee was eating his oats, I amused myself in read- 
ing the letters lying about. I gathered up about a hundred 
■i-cloths, carried them to a house near by, and consigned 
1 to the charge of a lady till my men should come down 
Talley. 
had hardly gained the crest of the hill above the camp 
when the whistling of two or three bullets told mo there 
were enemies near, probably concealed behind tho stono 
fences there. I turaed back, as a wise man should, and came 
upon the remnant of a Federal caisson that Snowden An- 
drews had exploded the evening before. There lay a sol- 
jgr on his back, not a scratch on him visible ; his clothes 
nimed off, and the body perfectly black. The lid of the 
runition-chest, on which he must have been sitting — for 
the major swears to this liny thrit be won lliat bot; he avers thnl wo 
ji together, but thmka ho was a " loetlc" before mo. 
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the battery waa in niolaon wlion the shell struck — was lying 
ar, with several blankets and a largo tent-tly strapped to 
Wit. I heard ailerward that he was seeu to go up forty feet, 
■the lid probably acting as a wad. 

I was gazing ou this spectacle when Major Goldsborougli 
bailed mo from the abandoned camp. I rode over and told 
him where the enemy's ekirmtshers were, and he dashed on 

k after them. Often have I heard ofRcerB tell of that splendid 
affair of the Maryland battalion under their gallant leader. 
Goldsborough never left his horse, though under a most gall- 
ing fire. In a short time we came near enough to cbarge 
the subiirba of "Winchester. I then kept my word, and waa 
the first Confederate soldier to enter tho town, but only a 
throat-latch aheid of Goldsboroogh. 

While talking to* some ladies^ who were perfeelly wild 

with joy and excitement, a mounted man camo wilhiii a 

^^^ short distance of where I stood. I drew my revolver and 

^^^L. lode toward him ; but he fired upon me and ran, firing back 

^^^B'&U the time. My horse was very ilect, and I gave chase, 

^^H but every cap of my pistol snapped, I ran him past nearly 

four squares, when I suddenly came to a cross street in 

which a. regiment of infantry wore in line of battle. I 

wheeled as quickly as possible, but,' before getting behind 

I tho corner, a ball struck my horse in the muscle above the 

Lhock, and for a few jumps he weift on three logs; then all 

t -was right, and he soon carried mo ont of danger. I fonnd 

[ that the ball had passed through without doing much in- 

I jury, and, after putting some neat's-foot oil in the wonnd, 

L I mounted him, and rode over to see how things were get- 

I ting on east of the town. 

I fonnd General Ewcll's head-quarters on a little hill near 
t the Millwood Turnpike. After I had reporterl, he sent mo 
Ion a scout toward the Berryviile Road. Hhodes had whip- 
|[»ed tho enemy at Berryviile the evening before. 
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I WAS vetuniiiig by a shorter route when I cnine suddenly 
on a "Jessie ycout" in a narrow lane tliat led out to Grif- 
fith's factory, I had taken the precaution to put around my 
neck n white handkerchief, leaving a long end hanging down 
over tho shoulder, the badge by which the " Jeasies" dis- 
tingniahed each othei'. Those " Jessie Scouts" were a body 
of men dressed in Confederate uniforms, organized by Gen- 
eral Fremont. The fellow rode up cautiousiy, Lis pistol 
iwn, but I pretended to bo very unconcerned, showing 
disposition to draw njinc. Ho rode a noble dapple gray, 
id stopped when our horses' beads were nearly together. 
S^Where are you going?" said he. "Going into town," re- 
Uedl,qiiietly, hutin a firm voice. lie then inquired where 
lelonged, and I answered, *'To tho same crowd you do — 
Captain Purdy's scouts." 
Wbyj I don't remember seeing you, though I hav'nt 
sen detiiiled long rayaelf." 
"That is just ray case," I replied. 

Ho then asked what regiment I was detailed from. I told 
him from the 1 2th Pennsylvania, Captain Fenner's, company 
F. This satisfied him ; he put up his pistol; and, as I rode 
tip alongside, I noticed a pair of handcuffs looped over the 
small strap that holds the saddle-pocket to the flap. I asked 
what he was going to do with tho " ruSes." Ho replied, 
"There is a lieb out at old Griffith's, and I am going afler 
faim." "Tjet me look at them," said I; and, as he stooped to 
:o tbam off, I quickly drew my sabre. 
There was a gate leading into a lane near where we stood. 
a little way open, and he made a desperate effort to 
throDgli ; but his horse pushed it to with his neck, and 
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nl llie same iiiatant my sword wont through liia body. Hi 
fell off, dc»d ill Icbb than fivQ minutes, but not beforo htS 
said, " You sold me pretty well, but I don't blame you." I 
gave him whisky and water out of my flask, and tried to 
eave hini, but my blade went too near the heart. He had i 
very good saddle, that soited me better than my own : 
handcufia I carried all the way to Gettysburg, and there 
gave them away. 

The gray was magnificent ; I mounted him, and took the 
way back to Ewell's head-quarters, having tied old Bill in 
a dump of pities. I had not ridden more than four hundred 
j-arda before I was fired on by three or four vedettes 
Gcalcd in a clamp of trees near the Sulphur Spring, My 
Iiorso plunged heavily forward and fell dead— dead before' 
ho reached the ground, the ball having penetrated the brain 
about two inches above the eye. I saved myself by jump- 
ing clear of Lim beforo ho rolled over, and stripped off my 
saddle with some difficulty, but the bridle and halter be( 
n prize to the vedettes. I plunged iuto the bush for old Bill, 
thanking my stars it was the gray that was killed inateai 
of Mm. lie Boon became eo lame that I had to leave him. 
at Swartz's Mill in charge of his son, and take the mustang. 

Almost immediately after mounting the mustang, wliicil 
never suited mc, I bartered him away to a member of my 
old company for one ho was riding and had captured in the 
great fight at Brandy Station, in which my good friend was 
slightly wounded io the arm ; " a nico little furlough," 
be called it. 

Never was I so mistaken in a horse. He was a beautiful 
blood bay, tall and powerfully bnilt, fine loina, good shoul- 
dere, and long, clean neck, with clear, detached throttle. lie 
M'as the very picture of a fine English hunter, and I ooii- 
Ridered myself fortunate in getting him. As soon as 
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Iged saddles I rode over to General Ewell's hcail-qtiar- 
L, but liad not gone Iialt' a niile before I wished myself 
oil tbe ninalaDg. Every bLcU tbat exploded from the cdc- 
my'a forts, that were blazing away in every direction froin 
about forty guns, would makatho fool plunge aiid rear, and, 
worse than all, start back in the opposite direction, and no 
amount of spurring and flogging could force him ahead. 

After making a very circuitous route, I finally reached the 
general's quarters about 4 P.M. The cannonading was tlion 
al ha height. Wbat a magnificent Bpeetacle met my view ! 
From the forts outside of thetown, in wbicb the enemy had 
taken refuge, belched forth an incessant fire. Our batteries 
were comparatively quigt, from the fact that no position had 
been found by them where a battery could live. twenty min- 
ntes. From the general's quarters we could see every tiling 
going on except round about Early's force, now going up 
on the southwestern slope of tbe heights on which tbe ene- 
my's works were built. The toivn, forts, and all the Fed- 
eral troops lay between Early and our other corps. RJiodes 
was expected to come in on the north from toward Mar- 
tin sburg. 

The firing was terrific, and yet all of us crowded on the 
heights to see Early's chifrge. We could hear his skirmish- 
era keeping up a continual, rapid fire, and occaBionally n 
volley and a yell, as ho charged some advanced position ; 
and we could tell, by the continual coming in of bine-coats, 
tbat he was getting the advantage. Every piece seemed to 
be turned on him ; but, amid tlio thnndera of thirty or forty 
guns, there broke on our expectant ears heavy volleys of 
musketry, and the terrible, long, shrill yell of the two bri- 
iliades of Louisiana " Tigers," who were charging up those 
heights crested witli rifle-pits and redoubts. 

Thi! enemy stood firm for a while, and old Ewell was 
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jiiiujiiug about upon his crutches, with the utmost difficulty 
keeping the perpendicular. At last the Federals began to 
give way, and pretty soon the Louisianians, with their bat- 
tle-flag, appeared on the crests charging the redoubts. 

The general, through his gl&ss, thought he recognized old 
" Jubal" (Early) among the foremost mounted, and be be- 
came so much excited that, with moistened eyes, be said, 
" Hurrah for the Louisiana boys ! There's Early ; I hope 
the old fellow won't be hurt.'* Just then a spent ball 
struck General Ewell on the chest, almost knocking him 
down, and leaving a black mark. His medical director, 
ITunter McGuire, took away his crutches, telling him he 
" had better let those sticks alone for the present." He was 
soon on his feet again, or, rather, on the only one he had 
left. 

Early had taken two of the forts, and turned their guns 
with success on the remaining two still held by the en- 
emy. Ewell named the elevation on which they stood 
" The Louisiana Heights," in honor of the two gallant bri- 
gades that had left so many of their dead and wounded on 
its side and crest. 

As the sun was setting, the enemy's cavalry and wagons 
began moving off in the direction *of Pughtown, lying north- 
west of Winchester. General Ewell, thinking they were 
trying also to get off their light artillery, ordered me to 
take command of all the cavalry I could find about him, to 
go round the town, try to cut them off, and make them 
abandon their guns. I took McNeil's company and a por- 
tion of the first Maryland, and went off as directed, having 
first got rid of my new horse. The night was now intense- 
ly dark, and I had great difficulty in finding ray waj^through 
the woods and pine thickets to the Berryville Road. The 
result was I got lost, and was separated from the party, 
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they taking another road instead of following iiiu. l''or two 
lioiira I tried to get back to them, and became so cotDplole- 
ly puzzlpd that I was very near entering Winchester, wliera 
iho enemy still Iield posaeasion. Having despaired of join- 
ing the company, five of us turned into a bam .tiid slept till 
raomlng. At daylight ire saddleil up, and pushed on to 
Winchester, to find the enemy had evacuated it in the night, 
Saaving all their ai-tiUcry behind, so that my misfortune was 
not serious alWr all. Moat of the infantry had been met at 
snnrisoby Rhodee's and Johnson's troops, who, after a abort, 
sharp fight, captured nearly tbe whole of them. 

I piloted the "Stonewall" brigade to a place where I 
tnewthey would intercept a small body of the enemy, and 
when the fight was over I found one of the regiments to bo 
the IBth Connecticut, the same that held mo a prisoner at 
Fort McHenry in 'C2. I knew every officer in the regiment 
— Colonel Ely, Lieutenant Colonel Nichols, Captains Davis 
jmd Bowen, etc., etc. 

Winchester being now occupied, Major Goldsborongh 
was appointed provost-marshal. He cheerfully ncceded to 
my request that the officers of the 18ih Connecticut should 
be kindly treated. They were paroled until they should 
Etart for Richmond, and then fully paroled on the route. 
Some were wounded— among whom was Captain Charles 
Bowen, badly in the chest— these I bad convoyed to the 
honaos of my friends, where ei'cry care was taken of lliem 
until they were sent to the hospital. They had been kind 
to me when iu prison, and I wished to show I had not for- 
goitcn it when they fell into my hands. 

I had a charming time for abont two hours with my fair 
friends, when General Ewell caught me in tbe streotj and 
told mo to collect all the cavab-y I eould find and dash off 
through tbo country toward Ilarper'a Feriy, and try to 
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overliaul ]Milroy, who had slipped through in citizen's 
clothes, with a small body-guard. With only twenty men, 
all I could get together, I struck out, and soon got on Mil- 
roy's track, which led through a deep hollow near the Spout 
Springs, where there was no road. I followed on his trail, 
leading through fields and woods, until I got to Charles- 
town, still unablo to reach the escort. There I met several 
others who had been on the same fruitless errand. Milroy 
was safe in Harper's Ferry. 

On the third or fourth day after Winchester fell into our 
hands our army crossed the Potomac at Williamsport and 
Shcpherdstown. I was ordered to report to General John- 
ston at the latter place, when I told him that a portion of 
Milroy's head-quarter wagons on the other side of the 
mountain might be cut ofil He gave me ^' a roving com- 
mission^^'* but told me to be sure to report to him at Sharps- 
bnrg next morning, at 9 o'clock. Accordingly, with twenty 
men, I crossed the mountain by a path, dashed in, and cap- 
tured a train of eight wagons making for Harper's Ferry, 
and next morning turned them over to the quartermaster. 



XXI. 

JUNE, 18G3. 

Major Brown, of the 1st Maryland, had been wounded 
in the leg, and, as "he had not yet reported for duty, I was 
assigned to the command of his battalion, the 1st Maryland, 
and ordered by General Ewell to go forward to Boonesboro', 
feel my way down to Frederick, and, if possible, destroy the 
Monocacy Briilge. I marched on to Boonesboro' and camped 
there that evening, having sent Captain T. Sturgis Davis, of 
Maryland, on whose valor and management I placed great 
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witli Bomo ten men, to Frederick ou a ecout. Tiiey 
went in, capttired and paroled many prisoners, and wore 
getting ou quite Binootlily, when a small force of cavalry 
dftshed in and drove them out, wounding one of them se- 

irely, wlio was left behind in the hoepital. 

'he next day I moved down on Frederick with the bot- 
P^on, which numbered, all tokl, about two hundred men. 
The advance went into the town some distance ahead of me, 
and, when I was within a quarter of a mile of the place, tho 
Federal cavalry ran thoni out, our men reporting tbcra to bo 
in force of fifteen or eighteen hundred. 

There is a long, level stretch of turnpike from Frederick 
to the Oatoctin Mountain, which made mo quite uneasy as 
to being able to withdraw successfully. ^Vhile thinking of 
what was best to be done, the bead of their cohmm came to 
the edge of tho town, and opened npon ns with carbines. 
I dismonnted twenty of our sharpshooters with long-range 
riilea to engage them. After deploying these on both sides 
of the road, I advanced boldly, as though we had plenty of 
support. In a short time the enemy retreated, and, when 
our skirmishers had gained the edge of the town, I dashed 
in with the rest of the command. Tho Feileral force w.ie 
not BO large as reported, and retreated rapidly on the road 
toward Harper's Ferry. In tho charge not a man was hurt 
on either side, except one who joined us but half an hour 
before we "began skirmishing. IIq was sliot in the fleshy 
part of the thigh, 

Tho people of Frederick turned out e?i ?naeee, and never 
did I see so much enthusiasm. The ladies particularly 
crowded around ua, and it was with difficulty we eonld 
move along. They gave tho men alt they w.-mted, invited 

IrBtO their houses for refreshment, and manifested nnrais- 
ably thdr sympathy with the Soutli ; but, fearing the men 
• = 
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iiiiglit get too ranch Bcattered, I had the bugle sounded, 
went toward the MoDocaoy to try the bridge, but found it 
impracticable for cavalry, there behig n strong stockade at 
each end. So I gave it up, and returned tlirough Fredmcfc 
to the top of the South Mountain, near Boonosboro'. Prom 
thence we went to Ilagersto^Tu, where I was ordered to join 
Geaeral George 11, Stuart, of Maryland, who was dctacliod 
with his brigade to make a detour to the left as far as McCon- 
nellsbarg, and rejoin the main army at Chanibersburg. I 
joined htm on the top of the mountain, and immed lately i, 
took the advance. 

Kigbt was closing in aa we descended the mountain, the 
battalion inarching in column. Here a few shots were fired 
at us ; but it did not amount to ranch, and we continued to 
advance. When within half a mile of the town, we heard 
that a force of infantry and cavalry were there, and I waa 
ordered to charge in. It was so darii wo could sec nolblng 
in oar front. I rode along the flank of the colnrtm, made 
the men dress np their sections, and then started down tha 
turnpike at a trot. I galloped into the town ; all was dark 
and silent; not a light to bo seen. Charging through the 
main street, I threw out detachments to right and left ill 
each cross street, but no Federals could be discovered, and 
therefore I returned to the centre of the town, sotmded the 
" assembly," and formed in line. Pickets were then posted 
on all the roads, a courier sent with report to the general, 
and our horses fed upon the oats and corn wo fuund near. 
General Stewart encamped outside, and Colonel Herbert's 
battalion of infantry, with my command, remained in the 
town. Not a single house was allowed to bo entered until 
the nest day, when the commi8sai7 and quartermaster camo 
and look posi^essioii. We brought in a miinbcr of horses 
iiiid c;iUle. 
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"Wo staUT ill McConnellsbavg two days, gathering iij) 
Block of all kinda, and theu recrossed the ruonntain higher 
Dp, to a little town ou the ChainberBbui-g Uoad called Lou- 
don, Btill capturing a great many animals, chiefly in the 
hjant^D, where occasionally we enconntered bushwhack- 
My orders were, in all cases where the horses had not 
^n ran off and hidden, io leam a pair of jyloK-horsea to' 
h family, and to take no milch cows at all. Tiieso or- 
bs were strictly obeyed, and the people were much sur- 
i and pleased at tho good behavior of the troops, A 
large proportion of my men werff of the best families iii 
Maryland, and there was no difficulty in controlliug Ihem. 

After leaving Chambersburg wo mnde a wide circuit, 
going westward as far as Roxbnry, and about tho 28th of 
June rejoined Stuart at Shippenabarg, and next morning 
look the i-oad to Carlisle, scouting tho country on either 
5^ of tho road. When within a few miles of that town 
If AS ordered to go down the York Road. Passing through * 
^ertowu and Petersburg to Cashtown,! tlierc received a 
ippatoh from Colonel Carter, saying ho feared his trains 
in danger, and begging mo to hurry on to liis assist- 
Off wo started at a trot, which ivo kept up for two 
atid a half miles, though the day was intensely hot and our 
horses somewhat fagged. Finding them in no immediate 
danger, I pushed on toward Gettysburg to report to Gen- 
eral Ewell. 

Approaohing the high, wooded hills north of that place, 
1 discovered that a portion of Ewell'a corps were .already 
engaged. With difficulty I found the genor.al, who oi-dered 
me to proceed to the extreme left, and support two bat- 

Iteries (Pogae'a and Carter's) that had been blazing away 
fe two hours. I found them badly cut up, and for the 
■teeub silent, Laviut; driven oIF tho cueiuy'a guns in fi-ont. 
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went clonr round, came in on the Maryland side, and easily 
uaplured and bamboozled the reserve picket without firing 
a gun. We then waited quietly until it was time to relieve 
the outpost, when two of my men, dressed in 
nniform, went forward and relieved the two on post at the 
arch under the canal. With our prieouers, consisting of a 
lieutenant, sergeant, corporal, and twelve men, we then 
crossed into Virgbia without difficulty. 

The information I garo General Stuart caused him to 
move toward Berryville; bathe ordered me to remMu near 
Shepherdstown until he ordered me to fall back. This ho, 
neglected to do ; and, while I was sklrmiahiDg around, and 
having a good time generally, the Federals came up from 
Harper's Ferry, on the railroad to Kearneys ville, in my rear. 
and I was again cut off. But, there being no river to cross, 
it would have been impossible for any force to catch me 
there, where every by-path was as familiar to me as the 
roads around my own home in Maryland. Jly danger lay 
in this, that, while expecting Stuart to notify me when to 
feu back, I was not keeping strict watch in that direction. 

On the morning of the 25th the enemy crossed the river 
at Burnt Mill, a mile and a half below to\vn, and drove me 
out at a gait rather faster than a trot. I retreated toward 
Kcameysville, and, as they did not pursue me far, I went 
along leisurely, intending to feed there ; but, as I gained a 
rise in the turnpike almost in town, I discovered a consider- 
able force of infantry and an iron-clad battery on the rail- 
road track. I wheeled aa quickly as possible, fell back half 
a mile, and then took through the fields and woods toward 
the Opequon. After gaining the pines, I watched an oppor- 
tunity, crossed the railroad, and was again free. Stuart soon 
after this crossed the Bhie Ridge into Eastern Virginia, and 
I went up the Valley to recruit and form my battalion. 
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[oTHiNQ important occurred until tho latter part of Sep- 
•, my time being cbiefly spent in organizing tlio bat- 
talion and scouting in tbo neigbborbood of Winchester, 
Martinsbcrg, and CharleBtown, my camp being near Mount 
Jaukson. 

About the close of September I took fifty men with tbe 
intention of crossing tbo Potomac to capture a lot of gov- 
ernment horses and mules, which my ecouta had reported 
to be grazing in the neighborhood of Elagerstown. Their 
piciict-lines extended from tbe Shenandoah to the North 
lountaiii, a few inilea sonth of Charlestown, where a regi- 
it of infantry and two companies of cavah-y were sta- 
ined. Captain Somera commanded tbo cavaby, and Col- 
rl Benjamin Simpson tbe Dth Maryland. I crossed tbe 
line without being detected, but when I reached the river I 
found it past fording, and had to return. 

I camped in the woods on William Washington's place, 
and, being determined not to go back without some game, 
sent scouts to watch tbe roads leading out of Charlestown. 
I had not slept more than two hours when I learned that 
twenty-five cavaliy had gono up the road leading to Smith- 
field, The men were soon mounted, and, striking out across 
the country, we got into the road in rear of this squad, and 
followed on their trail to Smithfield. Soon after reaching 
the turnpike we met a man whom I knew to be a Unionist, 
but, expecting to capture the party ahead of me before they 
■nld reach Charlestown ia my rear, I let him pass. What 



^^BuKuld re 



FOtJB YE&BS nT TIIB BASDIS. 

I a cbaiigo it would hava mnde in subseqnent events bad I 
I tAketi iiini along niib us ! We coDtinued at a trot nntJl we 
I gained tbe bill immediately above Stuitlifield, wbea I closed 
f Bp ibe toluiiiD, and, drawiug sabres, cbarged into tlie town, 
Lciliecting to find the enemy tbere ; but, to my chagrin, 
f learned tbey bad passed tbrough iviibout halting, taking 
ftho road to Summit Point, and were now a. considerable 
* distance aliead, I followed ou, at a good swinging trot, 
with four or five well-mounted men in advance, until we got 
nearly to Summit Point, when my scouts returned, saying 

Itlie enemy had passed through that place also a short time 
previous, and were now on the road back to Cbarlestoivn. 
5Iy horses were by this time much jaded, and some hard- 
Jy abio to keep up ; still, determined not to abandon the en- 
terprise, I struck across the fields, hoping to cut them off 
before tijey could reach Charlestown. In this I did notsac- 
eeed ; but three of my men ran into their rear guard just as 
tliey were entering the place. One of them, Charles For- 
luan, was captured. I dismounted half my men, put them 
in position, and tried to draw out the enemy- but they had 
their own plan in view, and refused to follow. This made 
mo rather suspicious ; so, putting twelve men under Captain 
Blackford as a rear guard, I started for Summit Point and 
camp, 

I had reached tbe " White IIouHe," owned by Mr. Mor- 
row, two inilca from Summit Point; had halted to let the 
men dismount and get wiiter from the large spring about 
fifty yards oflj and was the only mounted man left in the 
road. I had ridden up to tbo yard fence, and was talking 

(to the ladies, when I beard a voice exclaim, " Here thoy are, 
boys ; by God, we've got them now !" At the same instant 
a bullet whistled through a lilac-bush between the ladies 
Snd myself. I wheeled round and saw the bead of a cav- 
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utitf colaniQ on the rocky bill above, and between me and 
Summit Point. 

Here was a perilous position. Seeing only the first sec- 
tion of fours, I knew not how many were beLiod tliem. I 
could not retreat, and therefore determined to make the best 
fight possible under the circuraslances. I ordered ten of 
lay men who had carbines to get behind the ruins of an old 
stone stable, and fight them to t!io last. Seeing my horses 
without their riders, the others thought we were apprized of 
their coming, and had prepared an ambuscade ; aod though 
Captain Somers, whom I at once recognized, begged, im- 
plored, and cursed them, they would not charge, but stood 
still on the hill, popping away at ns with their carbines. 
Ooe of my men — Ford, from Baltimore — camo up with a 
\Be, and, putting bis band on my thigh, asked what bo 
ibould do, I told bim to get behind the stone wall, and 
tke good aim every time be fired. " All right, major." 
Bpoko the word a ball pierced his head, killing 
n inBtantly. 

, At that moment Captain Somers, who I must say was a 
brave man, spurred bis horae down the hiil, and engaged me 
jrith his pistol, firing wildly, for I saw ho was much excited. 
Breserved my fire till he camo within twenty paces; steadied 
Ipy horee with the bit, took a long, sure aim, and Somers 
J from his horse. The ball entered the side of his nose, 
''And came out at the back of his head. 

By tills time nine of my men bad mounted, and, as tho 
sharpshooters bad been doing good work, I thoaght I could 
jisk a. charge ; but it was unnecessary to give the order, for 
I heard Read or Bosley say, " Come, boys, it's a shame to 
(cave the mnjor thero by himself;" and by the time I had 
returned the pistol and drawn my sabre, the boya were a 
(ny Bide, so on we went. 
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When we gaiocd the hlU-top, I saw, to my umazemeiit, 
thero were about sixty before me ; but, as there was a 
good post and rail fence oa either side, they could show no 
more front than my ten meu. To whip the foremost was 
10 whip all. As I passed by the stone stable I ordered the 
rest to mount and follow. Captain Somers was lying across 
the road. I was obliged to jump my horsff over his dead 
body ; four others lying near were either dead or wounded. 
I Settling myself welt in the saddle, I dashed in among tho 
.1)Iue-jackets, cutting and thrusting right and left, and par- 
rying a blow when necessary. They were from Michigan 
and Maryland, and for a while fought well. ObserFing an 
officer fighting like a Turk, and cheering his men on, I made 
for him. IIo was a man of my own size, wore a very hea\-y 
beard, and looked, I thought, very savage as he yelled oat, 
" Come on, you damned rebel ; I'll soon fix your flint." 
This promised good sport. I closed with him, making a 
powerful front cut, which ho parried, and at tlio same in- 
stant made a right cut at my ncct. By bringing my sabre 
down in time, my side caught the blow. Now I had the 
^ndvantage. Quick aa a flash I cut him across the cheek, in- 

icting a large gash, and he fell to tho ground. I gave him 
charge of one of my men, and then followed after my 

Irst ten, who had pushed the column bafik two hundred 

'ards while the lieutenant and I were busy with our affair. 

'ho latter soon after escaped by jumping a stone wall and 
running into a thick wood. We soon got them on the run ; 
nor did we give thorn time to stop and re-fonn until they 
had passed through and beyond Sammit Point.. We had 
taken eighteen prisoners, and were unable to pursue them 
farther until my men had all come up, for the Federals had 
formed and turned upon tho two or three men who were 
pursuit ; but by the time they had pushed these back 
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;D to Summit Point I bad dismounted ten or fifteen men, 
I easily chookcd them. We cljai'ged agaiu, took five 
Ignore prisoners, and t!io rest made tlieir escape. 

After GoUecting my prisoners and meo, and sendiog a 
doctor to talis care of tbe wounded, I loft by a private route 
for the Upper VaUey, with twenty-three prisoners and 
twenty-nine horses, leaving four of their dead and three 
pwonnded on the field. BIy loss was one man killed, three 
Vounded, and one taken prisoner. I reached camp Eafely 
ritb every thing I bad captured. 

It seems the Unionist went immediately to Charlestown 
lod gave information of what he had seen, and Somers fol- 
wed me all the way round. A sad affair it turned out for 
|^m,but "such are the fortunes of war." Captain Somera 
raa liighly esteemed by his commanding ofScers, as shown 
alongarticle,bigIily complimentary to liim, that appeared 
t{ew days after. The same paper also alleged that I had 
vfcred him 1 Indeed 1 Then not a few were murdered 
B both sides. 
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It was about the 15tb of October tbat I selected forty 
.en, and started- with good prospects on a ecout through 
the mountains toward Paw Paw Tunnel, on the Baltimoro 
and Ohio Railroad, with Captain Blackford; my adjutant, 
H. F. K — — ; and Captain Diggs, company B, of my battal- 
ion. Leaving Newtown at 2 P.M., we marched toward 
the North Mountain, and, aa we passed " Carter II.ill," Mr. 

|W and I stopped for a few moments to see the ladies 

We staid ratlier longer than we intended, and the 
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Biin was nonrly down when we set out to join tho cominan(3, 
which I had directed to take a certaiu route. 

For Bome time wo followed this obscure road ; but at 
' length, thinking it high time we had overtaken them, we 
Stopped at a house to inquire. The answer was that "no 
cavalry had passed." Wo then struck out on one of the 
other routes, but with no better success ; when suddenly we 
came to a spot which gave unmistakable signs that they had 
fed their horses in a cora-field near by. We now had a 
trail, and kept it until wo struck the great Northwestern 
Turnpike Road running from Winchester to Roniney; but 
the difficulty was to find where they left the road and took 
to tlie mountains. I knew the population of this region too 
well to make inquiry ; so, after hunting about for some tjme 

vain, and narrowly escaping capture by a force of cavalry 
' coming from Roraney, we were obliged to return to New- 
town, curaing our ill luck. 

Tho route they had to go was the most dangerous on tho 
whole border; and, although Blackford was a brave man 
md a good scout, I knew him to bo rather incautious and 
totally reckless of danger, and could not rid myself of a 
strong presentiment of something disastrous befalling them. 
Tho result shows how well-founded were my fears. As 
they passed Back Creek Valley, the men were allowed to 
straggle into houses tenanted by their worst enemies. The 
consequence was, they wont into camp for the day with no 
scouts or pickets out ; they all laid down, and, while asleep, 
a force of infantry and cavalry surrounded and fired into 
them, capturing all but five or six, who managed to conceal 
themselves in the bush. Not an officer escaped. They 
were the best men and horses of the command, and were 
selected for the occasion. 

Captain lloss, of company C, of my battalion, had just re- 
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turned from a successful scout in the direction of Martins- 
Jiurg. General Imboden had moved to White Post, and I 

lorted to him for duty. 

On the 16th of October, I took sixty men aud went over 
to. see what chance there was of capturing tlie garrison of 
Charlestown, consisting of the 9th Maryland and a battalion 
of cavalry. General Imboden having promised to give me 
any assistance I might require. After thoroughly scouting 
the position, I concluded that it would require the most of 
Imboden'a brigade to make the capture complete, and there- 
fore I went to EerryvilJe, where he then was, and laid my 
plans before him. He thought favorably of them ; cailed a 
conncil of all his commanding officers at 8 P.M., and they 
also gave their approval. 

It was at 1 A.M. when we started. 1 took the advance, 
■with the 18th Virginia Cavalry next to my battalion, -which 
.tben numbered only sixty-five mounted men and thirty dis- 

lUnlcd, just recruited, whom I intended to mount in tliis 
Ight. The distance is twelve miles ; and yet these thirty 
kept up with the cavalry all the way, 

We halted ■within three miles of our destination to decide 
upon the plan of battle. To me was assigned the hazard- 
ous duty of getting round between Charlestown and Ilar- 
per'a Ferry, to cut off retreat in that way. The 18th was 
to follow and support mc. I was allowed one hour and a 
half before the general himself made the attack. 

The sun was half an hour high when I reached the Har- 
per's Ferry Turnpike in Tates's woods, only a quarter of a 
mile from Charlestown. I sent my brother, with six men, 
out on the 'pike to mn in or capture the pickets, while I 
formed in line, and waited for the 18th to do the same. In 
minutes I heai-d them popping away at the pickets, and 
'ed up close to support him, at the same time sending 
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!i courier back to hurry up Colonel Imboden with his regi- 
miiiit, lor I kucw tliere would soou be warm work. Just 
a I got in eight of the turnpike, I saw atout fifty cavalry 
coming out of the town in column of foars. We drew sa- 
bres and charged them obliquely in flauk, broke them, with- 
out difiiculty, and drovG them across the fields. Not a mail 
of mice was wounded. We captured about twenty prison- 
ers. We ran them farther than I intended, for I found it 
difficult to call in the men and re-form them in time to meet 
a larger party that 1 felt sure would soon be upon us. 

By the time 1 had accompliHbed this, the 18th, in line, 
were in the woods; my dismounted men, under Captun 
Burke, were also there at a point near the turnpike. I was 
returning with ray prisoners, and was within a quarter of a 
mile of the turnpike, when the remainder of the enemy's 
cavalry came out, charging iu column n-ith drawn sabros, 
seemingly determined to cut their way through. 

First, Burke opened on them with his Missiasippi rifles, 
and, though several saddles were emptied, they kept on un- 
til thoy came opposite to the 1 8tb, when Captain Frank Im- 
boden charged them with his squadron, while I struck them 
on the lefi flank at the head of their colmnn. Only seven 
got by, and even these were captured farther down the 
road by our pickets. We took thirty or forty more of them, 
and drove the rest back into town and across the country. 

II followed them some distance, and then returned to wait 
for the infantry that I knew would next be coming forth. 
While we were thus enfiagcd the general had been fight- 
ing tbera with the C2d, White's and Callamese's battalions, 
and McNeil's Rangers, on the other side of the town, com- 
pelling the enemy to take refuge in the Court*house ; but a 
few sliells from JUcLanahan's guns soon drove them out- 
Colonel Benjamin Simpson, of the 9th Federal (Maryland) 
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giment, now formed it so as to protect liis wagons and 
bt his way through to Harper's Ferry. 
1 1 recroBsed the turapikG just as the enemy came out of 
m, and, having turned my priaonora over to the provost 
guard, I formed on the right of the 18th, about one huudred 
and fifty yards from the road, aud waited impatiently for 
them to approach. As the column of infantry passed by 
Captain Burke gave them a volley, wliich threw the teams 
into Bome confusion ; hut the regiment came on, and was 
passing our front, when I rode up to our connnauding ofB- 
eer and asked him if he was not going to charge, reminding 
hiiu that General Imboden had ordered us to make a stub- 
bora resistance. "Well," eaid the colonel, "my men have 
■.i infantry, and I do not know what to do." 
Diemoant, and charge them on foot," said I, Without 
Iving any positive order, he turned round and said, " Men, 
I think yon had better dismount, and make an attack on 
foot !" Some dismounted, but kept close to their horses' 
heads, popping away without taking aim, for not a man fell. 
^^^E Tho enemy were by this time abreast of us, and we were 
^^^Klno little danger from our own shells. One of them cut a 
^^^■rge limb from a tree, which fell on Dick Gilmor and Cap- 
^^^■bq Ross, hurting them very much. 

^^Hl I ordered my men to draw pistols and prepare to charge, 
^^^Is we started out at a trot we received a wild volley with- 
out mneh damage, though it was of buckshot and hall- 
Only myself and another were struck; and not till after 
the battle did I discover that I had a buckshot in my leg. 
1 an instant wo were among them; they broke, and 
tde for a deep cut in the railroad. Had thoy been allowed 
1 that we should have had some trouble in getting 
I oat ; but all surrendered except a part of the color 
topany, and they made but a feeble stand. One of my 
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lieutenants charged these with a. few men, killing the color 
beurer with Lis own hand while he was in the act of 
ing up his flag. 

There was a. mim in command of one of the companit 
who waited for mo till I waa just upon him, when be fire< 
but mtasod me. Sedng this, be threw up his bands, so 
cried, "My God, Mr. Gilmor, don't till me !" " I don't knoi 
you," said T, making n cut at his head. Ilis hat was looped 
up to the crown, and the double thickness of felt is all thai 
saved his worthless life : it stunned hira, however, to 
a degree that it was a long, long time before he recovered 
his senses. When I discovered who be was — for I did 
know him by sight — I regretted that my steel had not en- 
tered his brain. 

It was a singular sight to see my men and the Feder^ 
Marylanders of thia regiment recognize each other. On 
every side we could bear, " Is that you, Charley?" "Here, 
Billy, I surrender to you," and many sncb oxproaaions. I' 
knew several of the officei's, and did what I could to make' 
them comfortable. 

My command captured all the wagons and three flags — 
Dick Gilmor, Ned Williams, and Dobba each one. "We 
also got all the swords, sashes, and aide-arms of the officers. 
The prisoners, wagons, and ambnlancea were immediately 
started toward Berryville. 

I rode into town to aee some of my old acquaintances 
among the ladies, and found all very enthusiastic in theif 
reception of ua. The people were wild with delight; and 
as I jumped from my borae to shake handa with some of 
my earliest fnends, I received a kiss from more than one 
li:iir of ruby lips, aud gave many a hearty hug and kiss ia 
return. 
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£ reBidcnco of Major Locke, commissary of Iraboden's 
ide, was iu tliis place, and I accepted aa invitatiou to 
lireakfast with him, aud met the ladies, his sisters, old ac- 
qaainUncea of mioe. I found a large party assembled, but 
managed to secure a very pleasant seat. General Iraboden 
was there, and we had scarcely breakfasted whcu news 
came that the enemy, in considerable force, from Harper's 
Ferry, were already witbiii a short distance of the town. 
Expecting this, I had ordered my company to remain well 
together, and be ready to mount at the fii'st sound of tba 
btlgle. The prisoners and property had been sent at once 
toward Berryville, and we had nothing to do but fall back 
slowly from place to place, repelling their repeated attacks 
on onr rear. But for McNeil's company and my battalion, 
the guns we were supporting would have been captured, for 
the enemy's cavalry fonght hard to retake the prisoners. 

I had three horses wounded on our retreat between 

Charlestown and Berryville. One of them was struck while 

I ni!»de a dash to recapture one of my men — Joo Stansbury 

— who had been taken, while skirmishing on foot, by a fellow 

9 cursing and trying to make hira give up hia ear- 

a, when I rode up and drove his adversary off; kilhng 

|t with my second shot, We got back all safe with pria- 

B and teams. Forage becoming scarce in the Valley, 

isa the Massanutten Mountain to Page Valley, 

1 went into camp at "Hawk's Build," two miles above 

ray. 

|Tn the early p;irt of December, Colonel Buyd, of the 1st 






118 



B'OITB TXARS I 



New York Cavalry, made a raid up tlie Valley, evidentli 
with the iotention of striking Staunton. His plans wei 
known to me almost as well as to himself. After notifyii 
my superiors of Boyd's movements as soon as he 6tarte< 
of his numbers and destination, I took £fty men, and went 
into the " Fort Valley," or " Powell's Fort," as it is callei 
to lay by, let him pass, harass his rear and flanks, and 
the furnaces situated in this picturesque region. Boyd had 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and met no oppoBition before 
ha got to Newmarket. 

This Fort Valley is a natural curiosity, and, having been 
the ficcno of my operations more than once, should be de- 
scribed. 

It is a beautiful little valley, almost surrounded by niouut- 
ains, and its widest part not more than four miles from 
mountain to mountain, east and west. On the southern 
end these two mountains joiu and form a high peak, beyond 
which ia the Massanutten. At tho northern end the two 
mountains almost run together, but seem to have been 
cleft asunder to make way for "Passage Creek," which 
runs through the entire valley from south to north, and, at 
a few thousand yards from the mouth of the "Fort," emp- 
ties into the north branch of the Shenandoah. In passing' 
through the "mouth" you have to cross Passage Creek 
twenty-six times ! The stream rises and falls very rapidly. 
Tho valley is full of log houses and barns, with some fine 
buildings, weather-boarded and well painted. 

Among tho moat prominent of these are the buildings at 
Burner's Springs, quite a resort for tho citizens of the neigh- 
boring towns and villages. The grounds about are beauti- 
ful, and, when seen from the mountain opposite, the view is 
fiuperb. The main building, 100x40, is of three stories, 
and two rows of oabins extend along the hill above Uia 
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. It 13 tooanted by Solomon Mclntraff, a man of 
• large means, whose daughters, always presentable in their 
dress and appearance, and good housekeepers, tunde it a 
favorite atopping-place with every one. Tlie stables would 
shelter a number of horses, and there was plenty of proven- 
der. The men occnpied the cabins, in which were large 
fireplaces, and it was impossible to sarprise me there. As 
a base of operations, on several occasions I have proved its 
advantages. Among the mountain people, if the men make 
love to the girls, you can always get along very well ; and 
I had a number of good-looldcg fellows, well dressed, who 
aoderstood the art to perfection. 

When I reached Fort Valley, Boyd was in Charlestowu 
preparing to start ; and next day I leai-ned that he was on 
the march, and that a portion of his cavalry was moving to- 
ward Millwood. That being so far to the east of what I 
knew would bo his line ofmarch, I suspected his force would 
divide, and a portion go upPageValley to joinhim atKcw- 
market. 

Accordingly, I selected thirty of my best men and horses, 
passed out through the " Mouth," crossed the Shenandoah, 
and shaped my course through woods and by-paths for Mill- 
wood. It was certainly the coldest night that ever found 
me in the saddle ; and when within half a mile of Millwood, 

I stopped at the barn of a gentleman named R to let 

the men feed their horses, and then bory themselves in a 
large pile of corn-husks. The horses were jied up and fed, 
and a camp gnard stationed, to be relieved every hour. 
The enemy's camp-firo could be seen in the direction of 
Millwood. 

My cousin, Willie Gilmor, and I had Iain down in a huge 

K) of husks, when, conning the matter over, I conchided 
were not altogether iu a safe place ; so, having crawled 
. i 
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out from my warm bed,! saddled up, called five men to join 
mQ, and Elnrted oil' to veconDoitre the cncm}''s camp. 

Emerging from tlio woods into the road, I discovered a 
huge Diitcliman on picket, walldng Lis beat to keep liim- 
Belf from freezing, having tied Lis horse twenty yards back. 
Ue heard me before I sa.w him, and, grasping his carbine, 
cried ^^Hatt!" I bolted behind a thick clump of bushes 
and briers. My men heard him and halted too, qnietly 
drawing their revolvers, to spring forward at a sign or whis- 
tle from me. 

"TF^o cooma dare?" I did not answer, and, as he bad 
not Been me, be looked aroand a little and moved back, say- 
ing to himself, "I shpecks it vas de frost." When he got 
to the other end of his beat, I made a sign to the sqnad ; 
picked my way around near the town ; there dismounted ; 
fastened my sabre to the saddle ; took off my spurs, and, 
with a man named Doran, entered Millwood, to learn some- 
thing concerning their strength and where they wefe going. 

This was a difficult task ; for the first thing we encoun- 
tered was a patrol in the street, wlio hailed and inquired 
our destination. We had scon by the light of the camp- 
fire that they were at the church, and therefore promptly 
answered, " Got/iff up to camp at the church" It was too 
cold to parley, and they walked on to their fire. 

I proceeded to the house of a friend, and, giving tbo 
proper signal to sliow my friendly character, was admitted. 
After t#ldng a glass of whisky, I sat down by the fire and 
listened. "There were seven hundred cavalry at the cburcb 
— the 1st New York and Cole's Maryland battalion. They 
were a flanking column to keep off guerrillas until Boyd 
should pass Strasbnrg. They would march before daylight, 
go to Front Royal, and join Boyd at Strasburg." It seemed 
to bo the impression that I had bettor retm'n immediately 






rOUa TKAES IIT THH SADDLE. 

to Fovt Valley, as Boyd had expressed his determination to 
give me a call. I had my canteens aod haversack filled by 
my friend, and, giving his honest hand a hearty good shake, 
I Btai'ted off for the church, to eee what kind of guard they 
kept over their horses; for I had come in on foot, but hoped 
to ride back. 

I went to the cburch-yard fence, round which the larger 
poition of tbe horses were lied tloae together on the oiit- 
Mde. Oar foes had built sbebanga inside of the lot, with a 
large fire in front of each. After looking.around, I went to 
R place where no sentinel was near, and began untying a 
Tery fine borae, Doran was already mounted, and waiting 
for me to select one, but I was rather hard to please. I had 
untied one, and was fixing up the halter-strap, when a fel- 
low in the shelter opposite called out, " What the devil are 
yon doing to my horse?" I quietly eaid, "Go to thunder; 
horse, and I'm going out on picket." Had not 
ly command been so near, I should have dashed oo into 

to nearest wood and made my eac.ipe ; but such a course 
"Vonld have endangered the squad holding our horses, so I 
tried to argue him out of it ; but he persisted that it was his, 
and I pretended to discover my mistake. I tied him to tbe 
fence again ; found another a little i'arther off, mounted, 
joined Doran, and rode ont of the town, telling the patrol 
we were going out to the jiicket-post. 

Having reached the edge of the town, I sent Doran after 
iho rest of the boys and our horses, while I "relieved" the 
Dntohman,wlio went on to camp with me, supposing me to 
be one of his own officers. 

Arriving at camp at the first crowing of the cock,I called 
up the men in line ready to march, gave each a good drink 

whisky from my canteens, and started on a brisk trot to- 
:d Front Royal, on my way to Fort Valley. I took this 
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roate to give warning, that the citizens might ran offtbeip 
Etock to the monntains. The wind swept down upon us is 
treinendoua gnsts, and we all had to dismount and trol 
along on foot to keep from freezing. 

We reached Front Royal just at daybreak, and passed 
tlirongh, leaving ten men to watch the movements of the 
enemy, cautioning them in the most particular manner to be 
careful. But, unless there be an officer to think for them, 
each men are very careless, and in this case five of the tea 
were picked np by the advance, that dashed in earlier than 
was expected. Three of them made their escape that uight 
at Strasburg, and came back the following day ; but, as 
they had lost their horses and arms, I sent them off to 
mount and arm themselves by their own exertions, and to 
do it within ten days, of be transferred to the infantry. In 
lessthana week they returned mounted and equipped, bring- 
ing in three prisoners they hod captured on a picket-post. 

I returned to the fort, and commenced ehoeing some of 
the horses and getting them all roughed, for the mountain 
roads were covered with ice every where. Two days of 
sleet and rain had already kept ns there, and we had lain 
out two nights, watching in vain for a chance to pitcii into 
Boyd's trains, he being still at Strasburg, when I determ- 
ined to take the men back to Burner's Springe, where we 
should find plenty of siielter for man and beast. Our blank- 
ets were as stiff as cellar doors, and with difBculty wo 
rolled them up enough to pack on behind our saddles. 
Passage Creek ran between u8 and the Springs, with the 
water so high as to be impassable by fording. I drew up 
the men in line, and asked which they preferred, " to lie out 
another night, or swim the creek and go to the Springs?" 
"Swim the'oreek," they all replied, though it was Decem- 
l>er, and so very oold. Wo had some fun in crossing, and 
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many of the boys had a good ducking. I sat upon the roil 
behind my saddle, put my feet upon it (the saddle), and my 
noble gray carried mo over without even wetting my hoots. 
Some of the boys were wet from head to foot, but ihey did 
not mind it when they thought of the ajyplejack atid big 
fires they would soon enjoy. 

I -HAD just heard that a great number of refugees from 
Valley was at Burner's, and had possession of the cab- 
ins and stables. Thinking that good fat fann-horses were 
belter able to stand the weather than my poor cavalry nags, 
I soon bit upon a plan that would empty the stables and 
cabins. They bad beard that Boyd was coming ; so I took 
ten men, dressed them in blue overcoats, and started for tbe 
Springs, about a mile off. The road comes in sight half a 
mile from the buildings, and the refugees were all out, won- 
dering who we were, I made a feint as though we were 
going up tbe mountains, then suddenly wheeled to the left, 
gave a yell, drew pistols, and charged for the buildings. 
Every m.in, black and white, broke off and ran for the 
mountains near by, and^'e took quiet possession, turning 
all the horses out into tbe meadows, and putting our own in 
their places to eat the blue-grass hay with which their racks 
were filled. Some of these men staid out in the mountain 
all night, and came back in the morning almost frozen, but 
niad as hornets at our innocent littlo ruse. 

Soon after we arrived, a negro hid in the hay crawled 
out, and, seeing none but friends about, called out to his 
companions, and soon wo saw twenty or more coming from 
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tinder the barn and every imaginable biding-plsce. I im- 
mediately sent all tlic mea to the fires in the cabins, and 
pat ibe negroes to work unsaddling and cleaning the horses. 
I then gave each man half a pint of apple brandy to prevent 
their taking cold, which, strange to say, uouc of them did, 
after lying oat two days and nights in sleet and rain, in wet 
and frozen blankets, besides swimming a creek filled with 
ice. 

Next morning my scouts reponed the enemy moving np 
the Valley, and I moved too, encamping at the Caroline 
Famnc«, twelve miles oQ^ the first night ; sent scouts into the 
Valley, and went myself to a high peak, from which I could 
plainly see Boyd's cavalry, artillery, and infantry, with wag- 
ons in the centre, passing up the Valley Turnpike, their ad- 
vance having already entered Newmarket. Tliey had every 
thing too well arranged for me to attack the trains, but they 
had left a squadron on picket at the bridge over the north 
branch of the Shenandoah, which I determined to attack if 
they remained daring the night. Accordingly, I sent fresh 
scouts to ascertain whether any change had taken place, or 
if they had been rp-enforced. At 11 P.M. tliey returned, 
reporting every thing unchanged, but thnt fires were seen a 
J off, whore they supposed the 1st New York Cavalry 
were doing duty. 

The night was bitter cold, and, as the weather had end- 
denly turned from sleet and vain to bright and clear, every 
bush, and tree, and blade of grass was glittering and loaded 
down with ice. In going through the gap there was a 
mountain stream to cross at least ten times, and the water, 
splashing over our feet and legs, froze instantiyi making it 
very disagreeable. 

"When we got through the gap I took a by-path to the 
right, which brought ns out into the Monnt Airy estate, 
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ay Dr. A, R. Mocm. Many of our friends know iLe 
doctor, and bavc partaken of his pi'inccly hospitality ; and 
hundreds of our soldiei'a will tell iu after yeai-s how the fair 
hands of its mistress have washed, dressed, and hound up 
ttieir ghastly wounds, and tliat a Southern soldier was 
never turned away hungry, even after the " immortal" 
Sheridan had burned every stack, and fence, and building, 
and carried of all the provisions. "What pleasant evenings 
We spent at Mount Airy in the delightful society of its 
beautiful young mistress and the fair visitors always to be 
-found there. Can I ever forget that it was my Virginia 
home, and where, sick or wounded, I was nursecPand treat- 
ed as a son or brother ? 

As my route lay by the door, I called up, and found tho 
ladies fully attired before a rousing flre in the grate, as if 
"waiting our arrival. But the clock warned me to he off, 
after telling them wo were about to attack the squadron on 
the bridge, in full view from tlic bouse. 

At the foot of the hill, and juat a mile from'the bridge, 
i-an a creek, much swollen, which we crossed with difficulty. 
Having tied four horses together, and leaving three men to 
guard them all, we started off on foot, intending to advance 
up the river under cover of the trees. My object was to givo 
the men a rapid walk, to thaw them thoroughly before the 
fight commenced, and also to avoid being seen, for the night 
was bright and clear, though we had no moon. On reach- 
ing the river I turned to the left, moving in single iile to 
prevent noise by trampling on the grass, for each blade was 

wered with ice, and made a crushing sound under foot. 

B'The enemy bad built shelters of cedar bouglis and fodder, 

i tlieir fires, being heaped up with seasoned mils, threw 

■bright light all around. Those were built on either side 

t tho turnpike, and on the opposite side fi.'om us was a 
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two-etory log boDse and a weatlier-boardGd blaolcsraitb'fl 
ahoj). The horses wei-e chiefly lied along the yard fence. 

Haviug approached within two hundred yards of the 
camp, I halted the men, and crawled up to recouuoilre the 
poaition, and was just in the act of getting on the bridge 
when I heard a sentinel dancing to warm his feet. I stepped 
bavk to the men, and moved cautiously op to wilhia fifty 
yards of the shelters, when I put them in line fronting the 
camp without being discovered, thongh there was a sergeant 
moving about all the time. 

All being ready, I gave final instructions, placed Lienten- 
ant Kemiron the right, Captain Burke on the left, took the 
centre myself, and advanced on the shelters with drawn 
pistols. Treading on a pile of dry corn-busks that lay in 
our way, the sergeant pricked up Lis ears and stooped down 
to look under the glare of light. I saw that he discovered 
ns, and forthwith fired upon him and then charged the 
camp. The cry was, " Surrender or be killed !" and the 
yelling and firing were quite lively. I must do them the 
jastice to say that they fought desperately, firing from their 
blankets as they lay behind their shelters, and it was with 
difficulty that any could be secured. We BCt fire to the 
shelters, bnt they fought their wayiuto the log house, and 
opened fire upon us from the doors and windows. Up to 
this time wo had taken about fifteen prisoners, and several 
were killed and wounded. The fires around the house 
shone brightly, and the soldiers within could see every one 
of na distinctly. Three of onr men were shot. To finish 
the business, wo charged the house, hoping to take all pris- 
oners, but the door was bamcaded and could not be forced. 
My cousin Willie w.is by ray side nearly all the time. A 
bullet struck his right arm, and knocked the pistol from bis 
hand. He cried out, "Major, I'm shot I" I asked him if he 
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■was mnch Imrt. He replied, " No ; bat I'm bleeding." I 
lold liiiii to mount liis horse, cross over to Doctor MLH^m'n, 
and get the Indies to dress his wound. The brave boy 
looked up as if puzzled to know whether I was in earnest, 
and said, " But, major, I've got two loads left !" I told him 
then to " blaze away," and I thought that his first shot took 
effect. lie remained with us to the last. 

At length J determined to set five to the house, and force 
them ont in that way ; so I gathered up an armfuU of fod- 
der, and, calling to a man named Hancock for a fagot, I 
started for a window in the southern gable. As I advanced, 
two shots were fired at me from the window; but I bad 
determined to accomplish my object, and that nothing short 
of a wound should stop me. I had got within a step of it, 
sod was about to throw in the fodder, when a ball struck 
[lie window-sill and glanced oft", throwing a quantity of 
inters in my face, one of which struck my nose, and hurt 
much that I involuntarily drojiped the fodder and felt 
ty face, thinking the bail had entered. In doing this I ran 
behind the corner, and just as I discovered the wound to be 
not serious, two men came out oi' the back door. My re- 
Tolver was exhausted. I had two "Derringers" in my 
pocket, but, strange to say, forgot all about them. When 
within a step of one of tiiem I ordered him to surrender. 
"I'll be damned if I do," said be, and at the same instant 
presented bis pistol. Quick as thonght, I seized the barrel 
and turned it aside; it went off, and the leakage between 
the cylinder and the barrel burned my wrist. I tried to 
■encb the pistol from him, but bo managed^to cook It 
I,, determined to make the muzzle bear upon me. The 
fellow ran off, saying, "Give him bell, captain." "We 
'ere standing on a sheet of ice, my foe being the stouter 
After he bad discharged two more loads, my hand 
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L'vUll upon tho barrel, my feet slipped, and I fell to the 
firotind, Tho captain took as good aim as he could iu the 
Slight and under tho exoitcment of the momeDt, I moved 
pnot a muscle, though I seemed to feel tho ball crashing 
through my brain. I closed my eyes. He fired, and my 
face was covered with an avalanche of mjid and ico. TJie 
ball Lad entered the ground two inches from my sknll ! 
The whole Bccne occupied but a few moments — it seemed 
an age to me. 

Tho captain thought me dead, and fled into the weeds 

and willows on the river's bank, while I jumped up and ran 

back to tho men. Wo made one more attack on the house, 

which failed, and then secured their horses, of which wo 

^^B 'Captured twenty-six. I found the captain's maro tied to the 

^^BwagoD. They had five horses killed by random shots. 
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When out of range, Captain Burke informed me that he 
lieard cavalry coming up tho turnpike rapidly from Mount 
Jackson, and we started for the place where we had tied 
our horses. After getting a short distance, I was told that 
one of my best men, Debril, was left behind severely 
■wounded. The night was bitter cold. Taking another 
■with me, we went back and found him lying on the ground 
terribly. I dismounted, put him on my horse, and 
irried him slowly to tho ford. After getting all the men 
ither, I directed Captain Burke to take them back to 
lur old camp in the Gap, and wait for me there, while I 
took Debril up to Mount Airy, and put him in charge of 
those who would give him proper care until a surgeon could 
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Ite procured. A bed was made ready for him with little 
delay, and soon tbc servants were building a fire in hia room. 
The whole attack was witneased from the Mount Airy 
< Hoase, and the iDmates of the mansion said the suspense 
while the fight lasted was very exciting. Our expectation 
I had been to take them at one dash ; but when the yelling 
and firing continued for some time, they knew not what to 
'^ink of it; however, " all's well that ends well" was the 
word with us. 
Having given man and horse a little rest, I crossed the 
Eastern Mountain to Bixler's Ferry, ob the south branch 
of the Shenandoah — then ^ery high — which we were obliged 
to pass over in a flat-boat, carrying five men and horses at 
each trip. All over safely, we reached Luray that evening- 
There we found General Rosser, who had arrived a short 
I time previous from Front Royal, after having made the cir- 

^^B onit of Meade's whole army, starting from the vicinity of 
^^^B Fredericksburg. 

^^V I turned my prisoners over to General Rosser, and went 
I into camp for rest after a bard day's work, but had scarcely 

unsaddled when a courier came from Rosser asking me to 
I recross the river, and go toward Newmarket to ascertain 

^^^■'Boyd's position. My men and horses were worn out, and 
^^^^K was completely broken down myself; but, mounting a 
^^^Bfresh hoi-se, and calling for fitly men, I once more started 
I for the Valley Turnpike. 

On reaching " White Xlouse Bridge" — burned in the be- 
ginning of 1862 — I found the river rising rapidly, and it 
was with diflicolty we crossed in a large flat-boat. Night 
set in before wc were all over and on our way to the Mas- 

Isanutteu, overlooking Newmarket. It is a fine road, and 
We soon wound round the ridges and reached the top of the 
jDoiiDtain, when, to my astonishment, I beheld large camp- 
i : L 
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a to the right of and close to the town below. It .._ 

evident that Boyd had returned from his raid up the ValleJ^^^i 
and was now encamped at Newmarket for the night. 
knew tliat Early was at Staunton, to check him in that <J-^ 
rectiou, and that he must retreat hastily, or Eosser woul' 
be on his flank. Under these circumstances I deter 
to charge into bia camp, and, amid the confusion that 
ensue, call off my men, make for the bridge over the uorti 
branch of the Shenandoah, and burn it after we had crossed^ 
hoping that Early and Ilosser would do the rest. 

My mind onco made up, I was in a hurry to carry out my 
views, and we went from summit to base in a hand gallop. 
After crossing Smith's Creek, I advanced cautiously, riding 
some distance ahead, expecting to run into a picket every 
minute. But 1 had ten men on fast blooded horses near 
mo with whom I knew I would be able to run down the 
pickets before they could get lo camp; and Lieutenant 
Kemp, who was in charge of them, was instructed to follow 
up at a gallop, keeping his men together, and with drawn 
pistols. In short, I expected to have quite an interesting 

We approached within a quarter of a mile of town with- 
out starting a picket, and so near to camp that, by the light 
of the immense fires, we could sec the men and horses very 
distinctly. Finding no pickets mado mo suspicious. I 
halted the whole command, and with only one man rode 
into town to reconnoitre. Entering the main street, I saw 
a party of persons in front of the hotel. I knew them to 
be soldiers by their clothing, but could not distinguish the 
color. I h^led the crowd, asking who they were. They 
replied by asking who I was. I told them my name, asking 

ain who they were, threatening to fire if they did not an- 
l^ver. They moved snspicionsly toward the door. I took 
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^im, pulled the trigger, but the cap exploded. This caused 
x^ gcueral rush for the door; and I could not help laugL- 
i-iig as I cocked ray revolver aud fired just as a big fellow's 
«2oaHail was disappearing through the open door. The 
~k>aJl struck too high, and the next moment my fifty men 
-^vere in the square, ready for any thing. 

Just then a man ran out from the opposite comer and 

inquired what was the matter. I recognized tlia woll- 

Ilcnown voice of Colonel A. S. Pendleton, who bad been 

Jackson's adjutant, and w.is now acting as Early's. IIow 

:f oi-tanate ! But for ray meeting him, perhaps I shoiUd have 

*:barged through a camp of tbe "Augusta County IZorse 

<jlaards," six hundred strong, who liad volunteered to join 

^arly, and forra the advance in pursuit of Boyd. But I 

-was a littio sarpriseil to find that they did not seem Wrt^ 

^^^xiaus to overtake him, and I heard some rather amusing 

^■lories on tbe subject. 

^^B We did not see tbe general, but Colonel Pendleton told 

^^&ie tbat Boyd was in poBsesaioo of tbe bridge Where wc 

bad the fight a few nights beibre, and ho wished me to 

make a dash at hira in the night and try to recover it, bo 

^^imX tberc might be no delay in the pursuit next morning, 

^■jksGordingly, I turned my horse's head in that direction, 

^^ptd, followed by fifty as bravo and tried men as ever drew 

^^1 Hade, I made for the bridge, five and a half miles off, 

where, nearly two years before, Ashby had such a terrible 

fight with the sixth Michigan cavalry. 

We met "Old Jabal" (Early) coming into town. He 
told m6 tbat there was but a small force at the bridge. Ho 
ordered me to take it if possible, push down the Valley, 

{d bring Boyd to a halt until hia forces could arrive. 
At the foot of Rhude's Hill commencea a large flat, near- 
two miles wide, and here I deployed ten of the best- 
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uounted tnon on each eidc of the turnpike aa skirmishers, 
and advanced at a fast trot. When within two hundred 
yards of the bridge, the enemy began firing on \ts from the 
hills on the other side of the river, but it was too dark for 
them to fifo U3. Satisfied there waa no force on my fianks, 
I rallied my skiiTuishera on tho reserve and charged the 
bridge, Kemp was at my side, and so was my brother Dick, 
at the head of the column ; but, fearful of a trap waiting for 
us at tho bridge, I made tbem hold up to a steady gallop, 
while with two or three men I daahed forward to see if 
the bridge waa all right. A hot fire was kept up from the 
bluft' above the bridge, but it was ao dark there was but lit- 
tle danger. ■ I was one third over, when suddenly I found 
myself on the edgo of a wide chasm, where tho flooring had 
been torn up. " Halt I halt !" cried I ; but one of the men 
oonld not check hia horse, and ran against me. My horse 
was pushed nearly into the gulf, but, with wonderful sagad- 
ty,hQ threw himself back on his haimcbes, and, rearing up, 
wheeled round to the left, barely making )iis feet hold safe. 
Wiiilo ho was wheeling, I could see deep down on the boil- 
ing cnldron below, into which we wero so near falling. 
The river is shallow just there, with rocky bottom, and 
death must have been inevitable to horse and rider. 

I hurried off the bridge to find Kemp and Dick in the 
middle of the current, making boldly for the other shore, 
with the men already poshing through after them, though 
the water was as cold as ioe and the river rapid, proving 
nearly a match for their horaea. 

It turned out that there was but a small force opposed to 
us at this point, and they ran off aa soon as they found us 
determined to cross. By tho time I had got over, Kemp 
and Dick, with eight or ten men, had chaaed them below 
Mount Jackaon and captured two of them, who informed 
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me that Boyd bad camped at Edinbnrg; but, as I did not 
'wish to disturb Liin until Early was ready, I reJaid the flooi'- 
ing of tbe bridge and got within half a mUe of their pickets. 
Having crossed the river again at a private ford, I camped 
at a fi-iend's house, where the men dried their clotbea, fed 
their horses, and turned in for the night, relying on the riv- 
er as a safeguard against attack. 

At sunrise we pushed on tor Edioburg, passed through 
their vacant camp and on to Woodstock, five miles diatant, 
where we discovered recent signs, and moved more cau- 
tionsty. Dick was sent in advance with five men, and about 
a mile from Woodstock ran into their rear gnard, who turn- 
ed and charged him back on me. We charged in turo, and 
drove them back to a Iiigh hill, where they had a reserve 
too strong for ua to charge. All thia I reported to General 
Early, and detached Dick, with twenty men, to skirmish with 
the enemy, hoping that more cavalry would come to my as- 
Btstance. My whole force was bnt forty-three men, of which 
Kemp bad twenty-three drawn up in the road as a reserve. 
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DBCEHBBB, 1863. 

We liad been skinnishing about half an hour, when we 
observed the enemy preparing for a charge in column upon 
the turnpike. I was on the skirmish line with Dick, and 

Iabont two hundred yards from Kemp. Had I attempted to 
Join him, we should, in all probability, have been cut off and 
thrown into confusion, so I rallied them in column of fours, 
pnd sent some to tear down the fence, pretending to run 
|ioroB3 the railroad. 
f The enemy, two hundred strong, camo thundering down 
L : 4 
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Uio turnpike towsrd Kemp, taking no notice of my little 
sqoad of skirmisUer?. whom tliey intended lo pick up after 
they bad nsed up Kemp. The head of their column had 
passed ns at a rapid rate. I feared they were too much for 
MS, nnd had commenced moving off, when I perceived that 
Kemp would not move a peg ivithont orders, even though 
run down and cut to pieces. I therefore wheeled Dick's 
squad, and faced the flank of the charging column, and, at 
the same time, rode out on a little knoll, and, taking off my 
hat, shontcd and beckoned to Kemp to charge. ThG brave 
fellow was watching me for a sign, nnd instantly dashed on 
with a reckless, headlong impetuosity hard to resist. At 
the same moment that Kemp charged them in front, Dick 
struck in flank, cutting the column in two, one third of it 
being between him and Kemp. This portion of the bine 
troopers made but a short fight, and then broke off across 
the field. Kemp, with ready tact, took no notice of tbcm, 
but pushed hia way through to me, when wo both pitched 
into the remainder of the column in earnest. The fight was 
short. The foe was confined between two strong fences, 
and had they twice as many they could show no bigger 
front with their two hundred than we could with our forty- 
three. After breaking the front, their rear sections were 
.only an encumbrance to them, and all were driven, back 
across the hill into the town. 

Major Samuel Myers, of Ashby's old regiment, was away 
off on a liill in full view. After the fight was over, ho paid 
my boys a high compliment for their bravery and readinesa 
to charge. 

I uitended throwing out a force to pick up the troopers 
we had cnt off; but, as we drove the cavalry into town, we 
saw a heavy body coming out at a gallop to re-enforce those 
we had defeated. Of course, there was nothing left ua but 
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They did not pursue us, however, farther than 

-tfae crest of the hill, when tliey put two rifled guns iu poai- 
tioii, and shelled us out of range. 

We had seven men wounded, nffne killed ; we killed two, 
wounded nine, and captured thirteen. We had fonght with 
Cole's Mai'yland haltalion, and I was always glad to meet 
them. They staid but a few minutes on the bill, and then 
turned off toward Strasburg. 

For the nest threo or four days I econted the lower val- 
ley, to see that Boyd went back safdy home, and then re- 
turned to camp in Pago Valley, to find that Gregg's cavalry 
had made a raid into my beautiful little town, Luray, buraed 
up a largo amount of property, broken up and destroyed 
ray camp equipage, with tlie exception of one or two wag- 
on-loads which my quartermaster had run off to the mount- 
£un. There was no time to lose, for EarJy, Fitz Lee, and 
Roaser were all iu the Valley, getting ready to make an ex- 
tensive raid into Westem Virginia. Sly work of late had 
been very hard on man and horse, and it was with difficulty 
I coold muster seventy-five well-mounted, effective men. I 
put Captain Robs in charge of the men, with orders to go to 
Moorfield, Hardy County, where I proposed to join him in 
two days. 

Rosser and Fitz Lee left the Valley and marched toward 
the North Mountain on the Slst of December, 1863,intend- 
mg to cross by a very bad, steep road at Orkney Springs. 
The day waa terrible in the extreme, a heavy snow-storm 
prevailing, and intensely cold. The column continued on, 
but some officers of Lee's and Rosser'a staff, with myself, 
took shelter at the Springs, intending to remain until the 
Rtoim should abate. , 

Mr. Bradford, the proprietor, received ns with hia nsual 
kindness, and soon had our horses pat up, and a largo fire 
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built in a separate weU-farniehed cottage. Peach brandy 
aud honey, the oM Virginia drink, passed aroaad brisl 
awl, wheu somnioned to supper, we were as " happy 
tords." The supper was excellent, for our host is celebratei 
fur good living, and with appetites' whetted by the keen 
to say nothing of tlie peach and honey, great piles of bnck-—^ 
wheat cakes vanished as fast aa snow would on the griddle^ 
that baked them. I 

After supper wo took a look at the weather, and decided 
uwuiimunsly that it was 'not Judicious to attempt crossing 
Um moontain in such a storm, and accordingly repaired to 
tlkQ mug little cabm, in which we found a roaring fire. We 
detonuueil to escort the old year out and welcome the new-" 
one in in regular old Virginia style ; so we made a large tin 
bucketful of egg-nog and another of milk pnnch, and went 
iu for making a«ight of it. Among the party was my old 

friend and prison oompanion, George S , but I doubt if 

either of ns thongfat of the cell in Foil McUcnry. 

Well, we made tlie night a Tcry convivial one, Knre 
enough, and, alter an early breakfast, commenced the ascent 
of the moimtain; but, before reaching the top, we encoun- 
tered all the ordnance wagons and artillery stuck fast and 
unable to proceed, for from the top down, on the western 
slope, the road was one solid sheet of ice. One poor fellow 
had tried it, and be went over the side of a steep cliff, wag- 
on, mules, and all. 

With the greatest difficulty our party reached the valley 
below, called the " Cove," and, passing tbroogh a rugged 
gap in the Cove Mountain, stopped at a diBtillery kept by 
an old man named Basore. Rosser had been there before, 
ns, and had ordered him to sell no liquor, which obliged na 
to resort to strategy. 

I had on a new uniform, a wide-bvimmed slouched liat. 
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■with a long plume, gold band, and crossed sabrea in front. 
Tlic old inaij was sent out to the mill, and Jamea Bailey 
with great pomposity introduced mo to the madam as 
"General Lee," gravely informing Ler tbat I was almost 
perished with cold, and would like to have something to 
drink, provided it was very good. The simple-hearted old 
woman was highly delighted to think she had General Lee 
in her house, while the children — and there seemed to be a 
score of them — crept under the bed to hide. 

Very aoon I received a wink and an invitation into an ad- 
joining room, where, after shotting the door, the old lady 
Opened an old rusty hjur trunk, and took from a lot of fin- 
ery, perhaps a hundred years old, a large square bottle full 
of a golden liquor. When she removed the stopper the 
room was filled with the delicious peach perfume ; and hav- 
ing set it down beside a glass of clear honey, she told me 
that her mother had given it to her when she married John 
Basoro, thirty-three years ago, and the cork had never been 
drawn, and would not be for any one bat General Lee. 

I felt ashamed of myself for practicing such a deception, 
and for a while hesitated ; but a second glance at the gold- 
en liquid, with another sniff of the perfume, put all my scru- 
ples to flight, at the same time, I must confess, I looked very 
sheepish ; but I have no doubt the old lady thonghl mo an 
uncotnrnon modest man. 

I do not remember that I have ever, before or since, 
tasted any thing that could compare with that brandy ; 
and I begged the old lady to let me call in "my staff" and 
^ve them a taste. She would almost have given her life 
for General Lee, and of course "my staff" loere called in, 
and it is needless to say that when we loft the old lady had 
nothing but the bollto to awaken the memory of her "dear 
dead and gone mother." Kot a drop of the "peach" w 
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left as a souvenir of her wedding-day. We had some silver 
and gold to leave as a recompense. She, and all the chi!- 
dron, and John Basore himself, came into the porch to see 
General Lee off I 



I 



Bepoue we left Lost River we were all in high humor, 
rnnuing races, leaping fences and ditches, and cutting all 
niaoncr of capers. At length it was time for dinner, and 
we started for it to a hoase across two or three fields; and, 
just as I was about to leap the bars without removing any 
of them, my horse slipped and came down on his broadside, 
knocking the breath entirely out of me. On coming to my 
senses, I found myself in bed in a log hut, racked with pain, 
and scarcely able to get ray breath. Bailey was sitting by 
the stove making love to a pretty mountain girl, with five 
or six more sitting around. He said the rest had gone on 
to seek shelter, while he staid to take care of me. The next 
morning I got up, but could not walk, and had to bo lifted 
on my horse ; and as Rosser depended on me for a guide 
through tho Moorfield country and Patterson's Creek Val- 
ley, 1 determined to push on and overtake him. I knew he 
was not more than twelve miles ahead, so, without halting, 
we pressed on till we joined him at Mr, Horniss's, ou tho 
South Fork. We all got a terrible "blowing up" for our 
fi-ohc, and I was ordered to scout the country in all direc- 
tions, with my battalion and McNeil's company, to prevent 
all knowledge of our presence. This I continued to do un- 
til Fitz Lee crossed the mountain and captured a large Bap- 
ply triun. He tbeu ordei'ed me to go down the Valley to- 



FOCB TEAKS DT THE SADDt^ 

ward New Creek, and thence to the wire suspension bridge, 
to scout toward the Potomac. 

Springfield is only three miles from the bridge, where was 
a garrison of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. I made a. feint 
in rear of this post, which caused them to make & hasty 
evacuation, when I went in with my battalion, captured all 
the stores, and brought off twenty loads of bacon, crackers, 
sngar, salt, and leather, besides burning their winter quar- 
ters and a large quantity of stores I could not distribute 
among the people or bring away. I might liave saved a 
great deal more, but was ordered back to Romney by Fitz 
Lee, who had determined to return to the Valley on account 
of the iuteosity of the cold. 

On reaching the bridge over the South Branch, the wag- 
ons loaded with plunder, it was discovered tliat the enemy 
had sawed in two all the stringers, in hopes that I would 
push on without noticing it; and we should undoubtedly 
have fallen into the trap but for the warning given mc by a 
very pretty girl living near by- 
All hands were soon at work, cutting down small trees 
and lugging them to tlie spot. The bridge was a suspen- 
fiion one, about fifteen feet above the water, or rather the 
ioe beneath, which, however, was strong enongh for our pur- 
pose, and before an hour had passed we had blocked and 
wedged up the beams so securely that all passed over in 
safety. What a fearful crash there might have been but for 
the vigilance of that dear girl. Never have I witnessed so 
much Buffering among troops aa on that trip, and glad was 
I to camp again on Lost Kiver, returning to the Valley. 
Wo rotui-ncd to Monnt Jackson on the I2tb, biinging 
( with OB thirty-five Ifundred head of cattle, and a large num- 
ber of sheep. 
Early and Rosser again crossed the North JMonntain 
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Ittlie l§t ofFebruary,to capture the gani son at Peters- 
burg, and, if possible, break tbe Baltimore and Oliio Rw^ 
rood at some point near Cumberland- I went along wi' 
about one hundred men to do the scouting, while Ros£ 
went to capture a large train of one hundred and ten WJ 
ons, loaded with supplies, and guarded by Mulligan's b- 
gade. Rosser captured somefifty of the wagons, burned th- 
reat, and moved on to cut off their retreat, hut they evacu^^ 
ted in the night, before Rosser could get in position ; ba 
we captured the fort and all the supplies without a fight 

My command wns out on the face of the AUeghanies col 
lecting cattle, and, as Rosser wanted me with him, I put- 
Captain McNeil in command of both squads, keeping only 
a few of my most reliable scouts to operate in our front. 

There was a battalion of the enemy's cavalry at Burling- 
ton, and a squadron of the 11th was sent ahead to attack, 
tiem. Rosser and I were riding together, when we came 
in sight of their pickets engaged with our squadron. I 
started off at a gallop to get in with them, when he called 
to know where I waa going, and told me to take command 
and " nm over every thing I found in the road." 

I found the boys hotly engaged, ordered a charge, and 
all went in with an old-fash ioued yell that^soon cleared the 
road. Their battalion waa drawn up in line at Biirlingti 
but, as wo drove in the pickets and did not stop, they broke 
and ran off toward New Creek. We captured fourteen ib 
the chase, and had not a. man hurt except one whoso horse 
fell into a mud-puddle, and almost buried himself. 

Rosser halted and fed at Burlington, and then ordered 
me to push ahead and gather up all the artillery horses that 
could bo found. We succeeded in getting a good many, 
and reached Frankfort just after the departure of some Fed- 
erals, who went back satisfied that no rebels were in the 
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country. I waited till RoBser came up, when be gave nio 
the best squadron ii'oni White's baltalioD, ordering me to 
push on and capture the party if possible, and charge the 
garrison at the railroad. This was lively work, and jast 
what we desired ; so on we went, and overtook them when 
within a quarter of a mile of the station. As they were on 
foot it was an easy matter to pick them up, but not before 
they had hred several ehotB, which I feared would alarm the 

The road led into the depflt, bat there was a large open lot 
to the left, where we formed for a charge. The two com- 
panies of infantry stationed there were quartered in log 
cabins, built on the edge of the railroad ; on our side was a 
stiff plank fence. The enemy were taken completely by sur- 
prise, and would have surrendered without a shot had it 
not been for the fence, that brought ns to a halt ; as it was, 
they oommenced firing on us from the doors and wiudowe, 
, which made our men give back a little. I sliouted to them 
not to break, and, wheeling my noble gray, ran him at tho 
fence. I knew he conld jump it, but I wanted to break it 
down ; so I broke his "gather," and threw his chest. against 
the fence, taking down a whole panel, and landJB 



middle of the ^ck. Turning half round in mjuaddlc to 
cail on the raen^ received a sudden shock, and m.t deathly 
siok, and, at tho Banio instant, saw a man trail his gun and 
Tuil oft'. I killed him before he had gone three steps. His 
ball had passed through two coats, and stuck in a pack of 
cards in my left eidc-pocket; they were quite new, tho 
wrapper not even having been bvolien open. The suits 
were each distinct; the bullet passed through all, stopping 
at the last, which was the ace of spades! and to this day, 
whenever Rosser sees me, he asks " if spades are trumps." 
When he arrived every man was a prisoner, and all the 
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qitarten on fire; and tfaeo, with twdre or fifteen men, I 
was ordered to bom the bridge OTer the PoUnu^ aboat s 
mile oC There we foDiid a small eqoad of in&otrj oo the 
other aide, popping away at us with motets, irb3e ire had 
only piiitols. The banks on each side of the track were very 
high, and it was not possible to flank them; so I ordered 
Licuteiiaut Conrad, who is one of the coolest yoimg fellows 
I ever knew, to dismount his men anil prepare to charge on 
foot across the bridge. There was nothiog bot the trade 
and ties, with a very narrow foot-plank in the middle, and 
we had to cross in single file. 

I took the lead.bptjJQst at starting, Conrad said, ** 3iajor, 
my head is sure to swim when over the current; can't I 
take hold of yotir coal-t.iils ?" " Certainly," I replied, and 
started, with Conrad holding on behind. The baits struck 
the ties right and left, but not a man was touched. Just as 
I reached the middle of the bridge I felt o sudden jed«, and 
bad just time to seize Conrad by the c«pe of his coat and 
pnll liim up. I could not stop, but, telling him to hold on 
to the ties, kept on till we reached the Slaryland shore, 
when the enemy ran off. There was a hand-ear on the 
track, which we used in bringing boards from sbaniies near 
by to pile on the bridge, which was soon ^^aines, 

"We now learned that Colonel Tom MarsBml, who had been 
sent to the Gap at Mechanicsburg to keep Averill from cross- 
ing in our rear, had been forced out of his position. Thia 
obliged us to get back to the junction of the roads, or there 
was danger of losing all our cattle, two thousand in num- 
ber, besides our prisoners. 

; We marched late at night, expecting to fight our way 
through. Lieutenant Colonel White was put in front, and 
' ordered "to run down every thing he came to," Kosser's 
favorite expression. 



1 
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F We reached the JuDction wilhout enoountering the ene- 
my, and went into camp about tlii'ee miles above. Early 
nest morning our pickets were eDgaged, and a, slaw fight 
was kept up uuiil we croBsed the South Branch, five miles 
below Moorfield ; but they pursued us no farther, and next 
morning the cattle and prJaonera were sent on aoroBS the 
|i moontaiu. 

II XXXL 

■ FEOBtTABT, 1SC4. 

f A MESSAGE now came to me (about the 10th of Febru- 
ary) from General Stewart, requesting me to cut the BaUi- 
nioi'e and Ohio Railroad, to prevent the passage of troops 
that were coming ia from the West. The position of the 
enemy all along tlie line was perfectly familiar to me, and I 
knew that every bridge was well guarded. Convinced that 
nothing but a trial woald satisfy Stewart, I resolved to make 
the effort. 

The weather had been fine all the time wo were in "West- 
em "Virginia, but was now intensely cold. Taking only 
twenty-eight mea with me, we camped the first night in a 
barn near StrasKrg, and the second night in the pines on 
the Opequon ; or, rather, wo marched at night and camped 
in the day. 

There were three thousand cavalry encamped around 
Charleatown, near which we must pass, and a double row 
of pickets, extending from the Shenandoah to the North 
Mountain, through which also we had to find our wayi- 
The point on the railroad to which my attention was dl- 

Ewas about midway between Dnffleld's Depot and 
eysville, and at both of these places a strong'pieket- 
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guard of cavalry and iofantiy ivere stationed ; therefore it 

lauBt be quick work. 

Well, after a great deal of nice manoeavering, I worked 
tlii'ough all the pickets, and dismoanted in a piece of wood 
near Brown's shop. Obstructions were aoon placed upon 
the track, but we were unable to move a rail, so securely 
were they bolted down. Having firmly placed these ob- 
Btructions bo that the train could not drive through, I sent 
two men two hundred yards down the track, to put light 
fence-rails across, in order to check the engine, and not let it 
run into the logs at full speed; for I would rather have let 
it go than inflict injury beyond what was actually necessary 
] to stop the train. 

I Lieutenant Kearney was pat in chai'ge of the boarding 
parly, with very precise instructions as to their conduct to- 
ward the passengers. The train in a short time came tlion- 
dering along from Harper's Ferry. 
The fence-rails had the desired effect ; the engineer had 
time to check and reverse the engine before it struck the 
logs, and it ran off the track so easily that some of the pas- 
eongers were still asleep when Lieutenant Kearney boarded 
tlio train, I r.in to tlie«engineer to know if he was hurt ; 
lie said " No." I then entered the smoking-car, thinking it 
was the mail, but found it filled with soldlWH, mostly caval- 
ry, all armed. I announced to them they were ray prison- 
ci's ; ordered them to take ofi'fiieir arms, and como out oiie 
at a time. But a large Irishman drew his sabre and swore 
"lie had paid his passage, and intended to ride." As I 
' - wont up to take hold of him, ho made a tremendous _/>on< 
otit at me ; but, fortunately, the roof was too low to allow 
his sabre full swing, and I caught the blow on my fore-arm. 

II had a thick overcoat on, and received merely a hrutse. 
Orders had been given for no firing undor any oircum- 
I = a « -. I 
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Stances, but I could not refrain from striking ihe fellow a 
Mow on the Lead witli tlie barrel of my revolver, whieli 
brought bim down on hia seat. I then seized blm by the 
collar and hurled bim to the door. There were several 
more around ino disposed to fight, but n Tittle pcreuaston 
from the muzzle of a cocked pistol qiiielod tbem all, I then 
turned to Bee what was meant by a scuffle at the door, and 
found that two of my men, in coming to my assistance, had 
been thrown off the platform by my Irish fiiend, whom the 
blow bad made ferocious, and one of them, Norwood, se- 
verely injured. Dropping on one knee, and seisiing him at 
tbe same instant, I threw bim bead foremost from the plat- 
form, and bo fell on a flat rock lying on one Gidc. When 

e left, there he still lay, 
I. Having bad all the prisonei's brought together, I ordered 
po stovea to be knocked down, and all the train burned ex.- 
t the sleeping-car, which was reserved for the ladies. 

formation bad been given me that a large amount of pub- 

S money was in the iron safe, and I made every effort to 
gel bto it, but in vain. THfe expressman bad made hia es- 
cape. 

I then went back to see bow the men were getting on, 
u^d was told that some of them bad been robbing the pris- 

wra and passengers. This was against my positive orders, 
tnd I threatened to shoot any one caught in tbe act. Of 

nirse I could not see every thing going on, and all around 
^8 in confneion. Judge Bright, of Indiana, complained 
fiat lie had been robbed of bis watch. I promised him to 
lendeavor to have it restored, which was afterward done. 

Just thon a scout informed me tbe other train was com- 
ing from 'Wheeling with troops on board, and soon after it 

me near and stopped. I ordered all hands to make for 

B horses, taking with me two officers whom I had cap- 
G 
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Thero were some othera who, having torn off.the 

insignia of tUcir rank, wuld nut be Octecicd. We had not, 

>een gone five minutes befpre iho enemy wei'o all through 

wood in which our horses had been tied. The two offi- 

) were carried behind our men ; but, as it was rath(»- 

3 npon the horses, to saj nothing of the officers, snd a 

mg tranjp lay before us, I let them go, under a promise not 

leave the house in which we left them until daylight. 

We had passed tho picket-Iiaes by break of day, although 

whole country was alive with cavalry, hunting for ns in 

(very direction. I took the most out of the way by-patJiB, 

t did not hurry myself. I preferred to let the Federals 

) ahead, and then follow on in their wake, until we got 

tovo Winchester, where I went into the pine hills and laid 

C at a friend's house. The enemy Eoon became tired of 

' for us, and returned to camp. 
The Northern papers made such an outcry agmnst me for 
3 raid.that General Robert E. Leo ordered n»e to be tried 
y conrt-martiai, which was assembled at Staunton early in 
April. Tho members were frflln the cavalry corps of tfae 
Army of Northern Virginia, and the president was Colonel 
f fiichard Diilany, of the Tth Virginia Cav.'dry, a strictly con- 
scientious man. A thorongh iavestigation was wbat I de- 
sired, aatiafied that it would result in my favor, and proTC 
that, ir private property had not been respected, it was not 
only without my knowledge, but against my positive orders. 
The trial was lengthy, lasting a week, and, when closed, the 
decision was given in five minntes, "honorably acquitting" 

I me " of every charge and specification," This, of course, 
Was subject to the approval of General Lee before I could 
be released from arrest, , 
The fight had now opened in fi'ont of Richmond between 
Sencrnis Lee and Grant, and the Federal General Sigel was 
■ ■ JL I 1 



inoviDg lip tlio Valley, I ftared tliat General Lee'a engage- 
ments would prevent bis reviewiog my case, and tbe thougbt 
of remaining inactive in Staunton while fighting was going 
on almost maddened me. 

Tortunfttely for mo, General John C. Breckinridge cnme 
at this time to Staunton, and assumed command of the Val- 
ley District. He sent foi' me soon after his arrival, received 
ose in a most friendly manner, said he had been informed 
■ of the circumstances under which I had been court-mar- 
Hldaled, and would like to look over the records of tbo trial, 
Vfaich were handed him. After examination, he ordered 
Iby release from arrest, and restored me to ray command. 

Seldom liavo I seen a man wlio bo I'ulty inspired me with 

idmiratJoti and respect as General John C. Breckinridge. 

I a statesman, distinguisbed for his ability, he stands 

EifUnong the first aa a higb-toned and moat thorough-bred 

mtlemsii, and among the general officers in our army 1 

of the most capable. 

It had been but a short tiifte previous to this that Gener- 

ll Elzey had come to Staunton to organize the Marylanders 

ifltO a distinct corps, and I was ordered by the War Depart- 

jnt to re-muster my battalion into the Maryland line, and 

■ice then my command had been known aa the " Sd Mary- 

1 Battalion of Cavalry." 
Vj. was now ordered by General Breckinridge to go down 
B Valley, get my command well together, get in Sigel's 
W, harass hla supply trains and outposts, and do all I 
raid to delay bis march, that Breckinridge might have the 
move lime to meet him. After receiving my orders, I count- 
ed on making Newmarket, forty-three miles distant, that 
eamo uigbt. 
~t I left Staunton at 3 P.M., and reached Kewmarket about 
■ A.M^ After a few lioin-e' sleep I proceeded to General 
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Iin1}oden*s camp at Rbade's Hill, three miles below tOTriit 
iinil lunriicii llint. my battalioa was on picket between MounV 

1 JncksoD ami Edinburg, I bunied down to get tbeia to- 
getber, ready for the work we bad to do. 

Major Davis was in command of the picket-line, extending 

I fully twelve miles in length, from the Fort Mountain on tbe 
east to tbe North Mountain on the west. This was about 
the mb of May, I went to William Ripley's, and ordered tliu 
men to reudczvons there as fast aa they were relieved. One 
half my command was at Staunton, and only the best mount- 
ed were in tho Valley, eighty-five men in all. 
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About i P.M. fifty or sixty had come in, and were feed- 
ing iheir horses, when I beard sharp firing nt a short dis- 
tance, and saw our pickets retreating, but fighting as iliey 
fell back. In two minutes my men were all mounted, form- 
ed in line, coimtecl off, and moving out in column of fonrs, 
lieading down to help onr pickets. At this moment Major 
Davis rushed in, tolling me it was uselois to fight, as there 
re fully five hundred, and I shonkl lose every man. I 
therefore merely charged the advance to give Davis time tc 
form; drove them back on the main body; then wheeled 
I and retreated under a heavy fii'c from a squadron of car- 
bines, who were in front, with their bridles booked up to the 
^ saddle, and peppering us at every jump. 

They ran us handsomely for abont two miles, when, see- 
l iiig them pretty well strung out, I thought it high time to 
. a stop to it. My men bad retreated at full gallop, but 
I had not broken a single section, although three men were 
I Severely wounded. Just as we ran into Ilawkinstown, 
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[ave tlio order, " By fours, right about jvheel, march — 
e!" anil wo weut at them with a yell. They were 
1 moiinted, well handldV, and had evidently been Eelectcd 
e occasion. When wo wheeled their advance wheeled 
nd retreated half a milo to a bridge, where the com- 
ing officer, Major Charles Otis, of the 2l8t New York 
ralry, had formed his scattered column in a narrow way, 
I doubt expecting something of the kind. As wo ap 
lohed he gave ua a volley from his carbines ; and there 
; no room for sabrea there, I had to beat a retreat, but 
i order. Otis pushed forward in gallant style, at a 
Slop, but could not get near enough to do us any damage. 
) kept on to a mile beyond Ilawkinatown, the col- 
1 moving slowly, while I stopped behind a small house 
t the advance pass, wheu I sprang out into the road and 
i at the foremost man, wounding him. The next shot 
ht down a horse ; and I began to retreat, firing as I 
This affair was ao sudden that the whole advance 
id for a while in front of the house, 
ide off rapidly for fifty or sixty yards, and then wheel- 
ain to give another shot. At that instant I saw an 
jer dismount, seize the carbine from a man, rest it on a 
i take deliberate aim at me. Ifeie tliat ho was go- 
g to strike me, wheeled, struck the apnra into my horse, 
pd dashed off at full speed, feeling a little mean that I had 
It kept front till he fired. All this occurred in a few see- 
ls, but it seemed an age to me until the carbine cracked. 
was not surprised when the ball struck me in the back, 
1 two inclies of the spine, on the upper part of the 
t hip-bone. The force with which it struck nearly 
1 me over the front of my saddle, and made mo 
Ithly sick; besides, I felt a sort of paralysis of the spine, 
B right hip and leg. I expected to fall evei^ minute ; nor 
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all crowded around me, taking my sabre, pistols, hat, and 

...gloves, asking ichere I waa woimiliid,, I told tlieiii it was 

bwotluiig at all — I had only bqen striH'k by ft spent ball, and 

pibruised a little in uiy shoulder-blade. Tbeu Mrs, Meeni, wlio 

Uie sweetc&t aud kindest woman in tbe world, insisted on 

dressing it for me, aud with difficulty was persuaded it was 

tot necesaary, and that my oousin Willie would bathe it for 

in I wont to bed. At last they were satisfied, and 

Lire began talking of the skirmisb, nearly all of which could 

[ne seen with a pair of lorgnettes from the house. Supper 

announced. As I passed Mrs. Meem, sitting near iho 

r, she saw, under my short jacket, tbe large ragged hole 

u the band of my pants. Soon after I heard a roar of laugh- 

r, and some one say, "That is a funny place for Major Gil- 

taor to be shot in !" I felt very sheepish all tbo rest of the 

iveaing. 

.. Suffering miich pain, I retired early, telling them I should 
[art before they wei'e up. Willie attended me very faith- 
lily, and, though I did not sleep much, I rose quite rcfresh- 
ntending to slip ofi' without disturbing tbo family. But 
t guest ever left that house without being well provi- 
for ? I found Mrs. Moem already up, and was told that 
E^eakfast would soon be on the table. She would not listen 
J my going oft' without it ; indeed, she tried bard to dls- 
lade nie from going at all, telling me of the danger of in- 
Vammation. Had she known the full extent of the injury, 
she would have ordered me to stay " at homo," for such it 
had always been to me, like my father's bouse in Maryland. 

I left with my haversack full, to engage in a some- 

I'lVbat dangeroaa trip — to get into Sigel's rear, then at Wood- 
l-)ttock. Having telegraphed to General Breckinridge all the 
pinformatioii gaiTied from my scouts, I went through a mount- 
l^ain pass to Caroline Furnace. There I heard of three hnud- 
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red Foilcrals being at the cross-roads near Bamer's Springs. 
I |ire>sed on, for I knew the country thoroughly, and felt 
sure I should be able to give a good account of them. 

I had gone but two miles when we came upon the fresh 
tracks of cavalry, and were inforn^ed by a citizen that they 
numbered one hundred ; this I put down at fifty, and was 
right. They were under the command of Lieutenant Mel- 
druni, selected by General Sigel to carry a dispatch across 
the moimtains to Colonel Boyd. 



xxxm. 

MAT, 1864. 

Some time after night my advance came suddenly npon a 
picket-post, who were so busily engaged in making a fire 
we were not discovered. Our men wheeled, and returned 
in time to notify me. The column was moved back two or 
three hundred yards, when I had the fence p'llled down, and 
the men formed in line behind a thicket. I then took one 
man witli me (Forney) to reconnoitre, found the pickets not 
at all alarmed, and the remainder of the party in a large 
barn, with their horses tied around it. The party Y^ere 
wide awake, however, and I learned from their conversation 
that they apprehended an attack, and blamed the officer for 
not going on to the cross-roads. The place could have been 
taken by dismounting the men, leaving sabres on the sad- 
dles, and making a sudden attack ; but then I knew I should 
lose some men, for I guessed they must be picked men to be 
sent into the Fort Valley in such small force. Besides, there 
were the three hundred I had heard of, and knew not how 
near they might be. 

Wliile hesitating what to do, a citizen informed me that 
no more of the enemy were in the Valley than this small 
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Bquatl, but tho day previouB six hundred liad ciitei'od at the 
" month" and gone out at Woodstock. He offered to pilot 
us round to a position where we could catuh the whole of 
them next nioniiug, I feit eure they would either go out 
by Woodstock or by the " mouth" of the Fort, and never for 
a moment supposed they voiild attempt to cross the moimt- 
ain, and that, therefore, nothing more would be required 
than to watch the two roads. 

The night grew very dark, and much rain fell, but our pi- 
lot look us safely to a position about a mile from tho cross- 
roads. Daylight came, but no enemy making their appear- 
ance, I became impatient, and moved down to the cross- 
roads, intending to fall directly in their path and fight it out 
by main strength ; iu fact, I did not like the idea of ambus- 
cading eo Email a party. 

Imagine my astonishment, about sunrise, to find they had 
,at daylight taken the mountain path across to Milford, in ' 
Page Valiey. How I cursed my timidity for not having at- 
Bcked them in the barn, especially when a straggler was 
lironght in drunk; for I learned from him that the whole 
party had procured whisky from a still-house near by, had 
all become pretty well intoxicated, which had led to a great 
deal of disoi'dev and quarreling among themselves, and his 
iace bore marks enough to prove the truth of what he said, 
angry at being left, and told all he know 
about the expedition. 

I selected thirty of those best mounted, and started off, 
ordering tho rest to follow. The road across the mountain 
isfrigbtful — worse in the descent than going up. On reach- 
ing the top, I took Kemp and five others, and Rtarted down, 
going at a trot whenever the horses could get safo footing, 
and must have been two miles ahead of the party when wo 



?, though I did not know it. 
G -2 
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t the foot of the nionntain lives an old farmer named 
iaatemeyer, who told me, in llie most csciied manner, that 
the}' liiul just gone through his bars, had taken two of hig 
beet tforecs, and had beaten him over the head for tiyiog to 
IcL-ep them out of his Etablc. 

Without waiting for the party, we dashed through the 
bars and down to the river, about a quarter of a mile off, 
^whore I found them all diamoimted, and their horses graz- 
g around, the river being too high for them to ford. 
I This was the worst managed affair I ever nndertook. I 
^ inast have lost my senses ; for the moment we camo within 
seventy-five yards of them, I and Kemp, who was as crazy 
as myself, dashed down among them with a yell, calling 
upon them to surrender. Thero were only three others 
with ns. I saw the lieutenant run down under the river 
bank, and several throw up their hands in token of surren- 
der; but, just as I thought alt had given up, a Bergeaot 
mounted his horac and dashed at me, calling out to the mea 
to follow him. "There are only five men," said he ; " don't 
surrender to five men." Kemp had his revolver out, and 
killed the brave fellow before be came within reach of my 
sabre. But tho rest bad taken courage, and began to mount 
and come at us, with balls whistling round onr beads. Had 
I drawn my pistols instead of sabro several would have fall- 
en, for wo were at close quartera ; but, as I said before, I 
mast have been crazy when about to charge. 

Their first effort was to surround us, and the whistling 
of the bnllets brought me to my senses ; I wlieeled and got 
out of that as fast. as my horse could carry me. The lieu- 
tenant, mounted on a beautiful black stallion, with twenty- 
five men, ran ua through the deep and ragged ravine from 
Iwlych we had omerged into a field near the old man's house. 
^t th.it moment a loud yell told that our friends were uear, 
■ a U^ 
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!in J fifteen of thctn camo down at^a breakneck pace, daslied 
gilt iuto tJie raviue where the enemy had luadu a halt, and 
dismoniitod some carbineers to hold the narrow defile. Tho 
fight that ensued was short and bloody. I had to fall back 
in order to dismount, it being utterly impossible to go 
through that raviue on horseback. We then drove them 
out down toward the river, bnt found that whiJe the fight- 
ing had been going on some had swam across, and taken 
position behind rocks to cover the crossing of the rest. 

' They had selected a bad place, however, to swim ; for, 
though we could do no more harm to such as got over, out 
of those that had tried the swimming nine were washed 
down over the "fish-pot walls" and drowned. 

Tho loss of the enemy was two men killed, nine drowned, 
eleven men and thirteen horses captured, and seven horses 
killed, among them the heutenant's noble black. Our loss 
was none killed, and three' men and four horses wounded. 
Among the captured horses was a splendid sorrel, which I 
gave to my cousin Willie Gilraor, he having lost his own 
I animal. We found all the horses very good, having 
most probably been selected for the trip. 

After the fight I learned that Boyd had passed up the 
Page Valley as far as Luray. About 2 P.M. it commenced 
raining heavily, and continued through the whole night. At 

, daylight the river had overrun its banks, was full of drift, 
and the current terrible. 
Having procured two skifia, which could ferry over only 

' two at a time, we began the tiresome and laborious job, 
and when the last load reached the eastern bank the boats 
lauded two miles below. 

The rain continued another day and night, during which 
we lay in a cedar thicket on the side of the road, w^ting, 
not very patiently, for Colonel Boyd to make his appear- 
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anco ; but Boyd camo nftt. Wearied with watcbing, I took 
one man with mo on a scout as far as Luray, where I learn- 
ed tliat Bojd had crossed the river at 'WTiite House Ford, 
and gone toward Newmarket. If, therefore, he was met 
and whipped before he crossed the Massanutten Mountain, 
he would have to fall back dowu tho river to where my 
horaea were ; upon hearing which, I hurried up to meet 
ilini, or any of his men that might escape the trap, in case 
ly snppoaition should turn out right. 

That uight we reached Colonel Keyser'a, where we got 
abundant provisions for man and horse. Scouts were aeut 
what waa going ou in the direction of the Valley 
Tumpiko, where cannonading had been heard alt day. The 
scouts reported that Boyd's force had all been captured or 
dispersed in the mountains, and that Sigel and Breckin- 
ridge wore about to fight a desperate battle near New- 
market. 

Before daylight I waa oS, croaaed ths mountain to Caro- 
line Furnace, and there met a courier from Breckinridge, 
informing mo that he expected to fight Sigel that momiug; 
that he would whip him; and, if I could destroy the bridge 
over tho north branch of tho Shenandoah, he would capture 
his whole army, trains and all. 

It waa noon when I received this dispatch, and before I 
could reach the uplands of Mount Airy tho fight waa over, 
and Sigel, tembjy beaten, had retreated down the Valley, 
burning the bridgea in his rear to prevent pursuit. 

Breckinridge had gained, all thinga considered, the most 
brilliant victory of the war, achieved by amall numbers 
against such fearful odds. Under his command waa the 
corps of cadets from Lexington under Major Sliip, composed 
of boys from fifteen to eighteen years of age. These boys 
foughtliketigers,and were the admiration of friend and foe. 
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At one time tbey advanced on a battery stationed on an em- 
inence covered with ce:3ar8, and supported by a full regiment 
of infantry. Tliey wore going np in perfect line, the colors in 
the centre a little in advance, making the line somewhat in 



this shape : 



; otherwise the line 



a perfect. The battery of four pieces was pouiing canis- 

I ter into them, and two color-bearera were knocked down. 

When within four hundred yards, the infantry rose and 

opened upon them. Major Ship halted, and ordered them 

D fix bayonets, which they did, under a terrible fire. While 

J this, Major Ship was knocked down by a piece of 

ifaell, and lay for a moment breathless, but almost immedl- 

tely was on hia feet again, and calling out to the cadets, 

•'Follow my lead, boys," started for the artillery, all of 

which he captured, together with a large portion of the in- 

intry, who said they really felt aBhamed to be whipped by 

i children I Their infantry was commanded by Lieu- 

jnant Colonel Lincoln, who, being surrounded by the little 

erocs, and summoned to surrender, refused, when one 

nek him on this side, another on that, while a third gave 

1 the point of hia bayonet in the back, and brought him 

I terms rather unceremoniously. None of his wounds, 

however, were dangerous, and ho recovered. 

The cadets went into the fight two hundred strong, and 

t aixty-eight. Three or four of them staid at Mount Airy 

that night ; they were covered with mud from head to foot. 

One poor fellow, Tom White, was brought there whose leg 

s dreadfnlly shattered by a grape-shot. He was related 

Mrs. Meem, received from her every kiudnesx, and finally 

UecDvered, as have many othora, under the gentle niu-fling of 

r hands. 
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XSXIV. 
" BAY, 18G4. 

The next clay Generiil Breckinridge told rao that a long 

I train of arabulancea were going down the Valley, and be 

wished to have them intermpled ; asked If I ivaa afiaid to 

Bwim tlie river. I answered " No." " Will your tnon swim 

"They will follow me, generiil, wherever I go," Ho 

said ho would give me a squadron from Iniboden'a com- 

tDand, and he desired iiie to cross the river, and try to cap- 

I turo the train ; at all evcDts, to follow Sigel, and harass him 

I as nmch as possible. 

It was about midday when I reached the river and ■was 
t ready to cross. The river was very full, up even witli the 
[ banks, and looked as though a horse could not possibly live 
I in the current. On this occasiou I was riding my gray, and, 
t-of course, I considered it my duty to lead off; so, after in- 
I Btrucling the racn about thciv arms and ammunition, I en- 
I tered the stream. The current was terrific, but the gray 
e hia way nobly to the other bank, driven down not 
more than a hundred yards. All my men followed, and all 
an'ived safely except three, whose horses were too weak to 
I contend against the rapid stream. These three were wash- 
led down to the burned bridge, where they managed to get 

['to the same side from which they started. Captain T , 

r with some of hia officers and a portion of the squadron only, 
f ' oould bo persnaded or forced to try it, and I had to content 
myself with only sisty men all told. 

From where wo swam the river it is but a mile and .1 half 
I to Mount Jackson, and near there we met a Hag of truce 
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igel, in charge of Major Charles ( 
: Cavalry, aakiiig tho body of Caplaiu Mitch- 
ell, killed in the fight. I had lo halt while tho truce was 
pending, in accordauco with military rules, I sent Nathan 
G , of Baltimore County, back with the message, direct- 
ing him to swim the river, and return as soon as possible. 
It was sunset before the answer came, saying that no com- 
iminioaliou could be i-eoeived, and directing me to push on 
down the VaHey, and find the enemy. I informed Major 
Otis of the reply, bat promised to iind the body and mark 
Uio grave, so that it could be recovered at some future time. 
Off we started again down the Valley, Major Otis riding 
ith mo at the bead of the column, and very soon seemed to 
ignizo my horse. Ho inquii-ed if I was not in the skirm- 
ish which had taken place a few days before, and ended 
near about wbero wo were then riding, I answered in the 
nfnrmative. Ho asked if I had been wounded. I replied 
yes, and that probably he was the man who fired the shot. 
He smiled, and said he was, and would show me where he 
id when he flred. When wc arrived in front of the toll- 
ite he pointed out to mo the post on which he bad rested 
cwbine, and exjircssed his sui'prise that I was able to 
I did not lot him know how pinch I suffered from tba 
'onndjbut showed him where the ball had cut the crupper, 
id had given me a severe bmise. I told bim I bore him 
ill will whatever, but shoold be glad to pay my respects 
him in the field. He replied he should bo happy to meet 
le, and would " give me the best he had in his shop." He 
ited like a true and dctennined man, bad an open counte- 
full of fan, and I have no doubt would havo 
ived an ugly customer, but T never had tho pleasure of 
leeling him afterward. 
When Himtcr went up tho Valley, my companio 
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' tered liis Damo at the American Hotel in Staunton, "Major 
Charloa G. Otis, 2 1 st New York Cavalry, fii-at Yatik in town," 
anil BO it stands on the book now. In Staunton ho boasted 
to a good many of the shot he had made. He did not be- 
lieve in making war on any but men in arrna, who covid 

I Jight. Women and children he treated with respect and 

I consideration, a rare thing in tho Valley. 

When we reached Edinburg the bridge there had been 
destroyed, and we were obliged to swim Stony Creek. Still, 
only a few stragglers had been picked up, and I decided to 
push on to Woodstock, and, should I not there overtake the 
enemy, to halt and rest, for men and horses were tired out. 
While riding along, the major asked me what he should do 
if I ran into their rear guard, and a fight ensued. I told 
him he might display his flag on our side of the road ; or, if 
he preferred taking part in the fight to playing spectator, he 
might gallop over to hia friends and take part in the game. 
He said he should prefer t!ie latter. We continued on to 
Woodstock, however, without interruption. Here, finding 
that Sigel was probably at Strasburg, twelve miles below, I 
determined to give up the chase. Major Otis, with my per- 
mission, put up at tho hotel, while I went off the road to an 
obscure place and turned in for the night. 

At sunrise we were again in the saddle, pushing on to- 
ward Strasburg, still accompanied by Major Otis, who was 
very nervous, evidently expecting to meet cavalry at Fish- 
B Hill, near by. I passed it cautiously, and was just en- 
tering town, when my advance ran into a picket-post, which 
they charged and ran in on tho reserve. As soon as the 
ig commenced I bade the major good-by and turned 
him loose. He started off at a gallop, opened his while flag 
IS he passed my advance, then returning, and rode on. 
The advance and vedettes reported the whole of Sigel's 
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my encamped jast beyond Happ's Ilill, ant], ns I hnt\ ad- 
1 too far for aafety, I fell back to Fislier's Ilill, then 

Lde a circuitous maruli, came back near the turnpike, and 
Reted myscif in the pines, ready to fall in behind any 

all party that might venture out on a line of observa- 



jre an incident oocuiTed, showing the value of five min- 
Leaving the men at the pines, my brotber Dick and 
'.Q on toward Woodstock and returned. Just opposite 
le Tpe had to enter, leading to camp, Btands a brick 
16ouse, and, as wc rodo along at a, walk, a little girl eamo out 
to speak to us, but wa had ttirned into the lane before she 
reached us. We afterward learned tliat twenty Feds had 
been to the house only^wc minvtes before we came, and, 
seeing no Rcbs about, had retired. It was this the child 

t wished to tell us, 
I I dispatched a courier to General Breckinridge, giving 
Hn all the information we had obtained, and received a re- 
■r from General Imbodon saying that General Ereekin- 
l^ge had gone to Richmond with all his troops except the 
tavalry. 
■ Scouting, foraging, skirmishing, and capturing a few pris- 
oners and liorses occupied ua for several days. It was 
about the 20th of May that Hunter came to the Valley and 
relieved Sigel, who was sent to Jtartinsburg to command 
the " hundred days' men," called the " Reserve Division." 

My scouts soon repoited Ilnnter on the move, and, like 
Sigel, his destination was Staunton and Lynchburg. I also 
learned that he had bi-ought a re-enforcement of two thou- 
sand men — all which information was promptly forwarded 
to General Imboden, who ordered me to make all the dem- 
onstration in his rear I could, to delay him as much as pos- 
sible. He hoped to ^ve Breckinridge time to return from 
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HiclimODd, where lie bad taken part in a beavy battle, >mil| 
coiitil now be spared to defend tlie Valley- 
Hunter was at Cedar Creek, and bad bis front so well I 
piuketeil tliat I found it impracticable to get ihi-ougb his 1 
Ibies, and therefore bad to make an extensive circuit to the J 
east, go down Ibe crest of the Blue Ridge to a point ten j 
miles below PVont Royal, and swim the Shenandoah into ' 
Clark County. I had no difficulty then in reaching the 1 
Valley Turnpike in Hunter's rear. I operated between Mid- 
dtolown and Martinsborg, catching a good many couriera 
and parties of cavalry, causing hira to guard his supply I 
trains heavily. Mosehy came over several times and at- 
tacked his trains, but found ihem too well guarded to do 
much damage. 



XXXV. 



At length my scouta informed me that a train ^ 
to leave Martinabnrg, consisting of twenty-two medical 
wagons of great value, guarded by one hundred and s 
ty-fivo cavalry and eighty infantry. I sent word to Mose- 
hy that, if he wonld unite with me, I had no doubt we 
couki capture the train, guard and all, and bring it ont to 
the mountains. I received no answer, and was informed by 
my sconts that bo had moved over to the pine bills near 
MidiSletown. I then determined to "try it alone" at all 
hazards. 

Accordingly, I took position in a thick wood near Bar- 
tonsvillo, and next day, abont 2 PJtf., my sconts informed ' 
me the train was at Winclicster, five miles off; they had ex- 
changed shots with their advance, and the train had halted 
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'while their ciiv.i\i7 were mating a reconnoissance, I kqit 
B sharp look-out, but thoy did not come as far as my cai»j>, 
and Tcry soon the tr^n camo in sight, with cavali-y in front 
and rear. There was no infantry in sight, but I felt sure 
ihey were in the wagons, ready to give us a broadside, 
Tbia somewhat changed my plan of attack, and I conchided 
lo let them pass by and enter Newtown, where I would 
■ge tbem in tlie rear, stampede the wagons, and render 
le infantry useless in the coming fight. 
TVTieu they came abreast of me I moved along parallel 
the train, keeping out of sight in the wood until the 
guard entered the town, built on each side of the road, 
mile long. As soon as the last of the rear guard bad en- 
tered, I broke cover at a gallop, in column of fours, with my 
fifty-three men well closed up, but di¥idcd into two squads. 
I led the foremost, and Captain Burke the other, with orders 
to follow me steadily when I charged, and to act as a re- 
in case I should bo at first repulsed. 
I had my " best bower" Kemp with me. For a while they 
not see ns ; not a word was spoken until they discov- 
ns coming down at a charge. Then every man of ns 
lied as loud as possible, and kept on yelling, for it was the 
way to stampede tlie tram, which by this time had got to 
the lower end of the town. 

The officer in charge of their rear guard behaved coolly, 

I]6Bt with no judgment, for he wheeled about, faced ns, and 

)d in sections of pighta, and, what is fatal to any body 

oavalry, received us at a halt. They were all carbineers, 

id stood their ground manfully ; but, though our numbers 

ire smaller, in the street our front, was aa wide as theirs, 

'■tod when we did get among them with our sabres, tlioy 

gave way on every side, retreating across a deep muddy 

branch, and going to the rear of a large honse of Dr. 
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Mul.eocl, at tlie pxtremo oncl of iho town. Two wagons 
)i.i(l ii]i9ct across the bridge, and llie rest of tliem were go- 
ing at full speed toward Middletown. My horse had mora 
devil in liim that day thau I had ever kDown, for he got be- 
yond my control, carried me ihrougli the wreck of the two 
wagons, and dashed on after the rest of the train. With 
sabre iu hand, I could not evcu tnm his head to the right 
or left. As I passed Dr. SIcLeod's, I perceived the rest of 
the cavah-y drawn up, evidently expecting my colnmn to 
charge by, when they would lake us in flauk. Twenty 
shots were fired at me, but they were so ctoso and so high 
that they all missed. When they saw that I was alone, 
they ordered me to surrender, and, thinking I should soon 
be rescued, I saluted theni_ with my sabre, dropped the point, 
and told them I would surrender. They stopped 6riug od 
me, but I did not stop ; in fact, I conld not. I shouted to 
them that ray horse was running away. He plunged by 
them all, and I got two or three sabre-cuts as I passed on. 
I called out again that my horao was running away with 
mo, and, as these sabre-cuts did not look much like an ac- 
ceptance of my surrender, I passed the whole party and got 
among the wagons, still going at full speed. 

Here I made several narrow escapes from being crushed, 
but pushed on toward the Iiead of the train. When about 
half way, a wagon-master put himself in the ti'ack and shot 
at me ; the next instant I cut his ear and half his check oS, 
and left him in a fence corner. 

My hor^e was making for a space between two wagons 
fast closing together. Having returned my sabre, with a 
powerful effort I tumed him just in time to avoid the cot- 
After 1 had thus iu some measure checked the speed of 
my horse, I saw a sergeant jump from a wagon and make 



for tlie fence. I drew my revolver, and, being near, Jjad nn 
difiicidly in bringing liira down. I shot hiiu UiroiigJi llio 
neck, and I am glad to say the bal! missed all the arteries, 
malting an ugly but not dangerous wouud. I thought his 
familiar, and be proved to be a sergeant in Captain 
larles Bowen's company, 18th Connecticut Vohmteers, 
[O liad oflen been on guard over me at Fort McIIeury, 
was always polite and kind. 1 was sorry for the old 
,but it was "no time then to swap jack-knives," and I 
dd not stop to inqniro after him. I gave him a crippled 
horse that would ti-avcl slowly, and, after having his wound 
dressed, sent him back to Martlnsburg. He could not Buffi- 
inenlly express his gratitude. 

All tbis, of course, occurred afterward. I did not stop at 

all, but, drawing my sabre, dashed for the head of the train. 

It was going at a furious rate, wlien I ranged up alongside 

the near leader, and, rising in the stirrups, gave him a hard 

blow on the crest, just behind the head-strap. This brought 

him down, and tied up tlic whole team in a knot across the 

road, with all the rest piled up behind them. This done, I 

plunged in the spnrs, cleared the fence on my Icfb into a 

largo open field, and hastened back toward Newtown to 

^^^e -what the boys were doing. I<'rom a knolf I could see 

^^Kiem all — that the advance party liad been driven bavk, but 

^^bftt Burke was coming in with the reserve. The men nil 

^^Aought me killed or captured ; gome even ea.\v mo fall ! I 

^^nd scarcely reached the knoll when they recognized tbe 

^^^ray, and my hat with a long black plume in it, which, I 

waved to beckon ihcni on ; but it was unnecessary, for they 

had already started with a yell, and though tbe enemy stood 

firm for a time, they were' forced to yield to the impetuosity 

t the assault. IVc had it all our own way. Butfewoftho 
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Finding that my letter had the desu-eiJ effect, I sent Lien- 
tcitaDl Kemp out with the prisoners, and also with the 
horses, to mount a lot of dismounted men recently trans- 
ferred to me from Charleston, S. C. This left me but thirty 
men, and with these I could do but little in the way of do- 
laying trains, which were now always guarded by over one 
thousand men, beeidea artillery. I failed in an attempt to 
take a camp of cavalry at Duffield's Dep6t, it having been 
moved the evening of the night I was to have made the at- 
tack, and while I was trying to find it daylight came, and I 
had to retire 

Ilaving returned to Clark County and hid the men in a 
woo^, I went, in compimy with Captain Glenn, Jack West, 
Cherry, Henry Billings, and Makle Taylor, to the house of 

my friend. Colonel R , to procure food for the men and 

breakfast for ourselves. Our horses were unbridled and 
tied in the yard, eating mowed clover. We were just about 

sitting down to a generous breakfast. Colonel R was 

standing picket at his yard gate, but so much interested in 
readuig the Baltimore Gazette that he did not keep a very 
sharp look-out, for when he did glance up from the paper a 
column of cavalry was at his outer gate, directly in front, 
and only a quarter of a mile off. 

Colonel II came in quite leisurely, saying, "Boys, 

some cavalry coming from toward the railroad ; I 

don't know who they are, but those at the gate are dressed 

Confederate uniform." That ivas enough for me. I 

I knew they were Jessie scouts, and 'I made for my horse; I 
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' iflid not run — I glided^ and never before was borso so quick- 
ly bri<Jled. Wlien mounted, one glance sufficed to sliow ten 
or fifteen Jessie scouts in front, aticl over one Lundred more 
Federals boblnd tiieio. There could be no escape iu front, 
for the advance were already condng down to tlio bouse. 
Our only chance was to k'ap a bigh stiff fence in the rear. 
It ia sstouishiug what can be done on an emoi-gency like 
this. Every ho4'SB cleared it except West's, and be suc- 
ceeded in tumbling over witbout hurting borse or man. 
Wo ran across two wide fields to a wood girded by a high 
tifF fence, which Glenn dismounted to pull down, while the 
13 fought off the advance, consisting of not more 
llian ten men. We checked them imtil Glcim pulled off one 
r two rswis, and all leaped over except Glenn, who was shot 
wugb the right hand just in the act of mounting. This 
Kvented him from gaining the saddle, and liA sprang over 
3e, leaving his horse bcliind; but overwent thchorso 
ir him, and to his side, and Glenn caught the rein. 
I If the others had stopped, we might have beaten off the 
memy from the fence-gap until Glenn bad mounted ; but 
I'tbey did not know ho was shot, and tliey kept on, to pull 
lown the next fence iu oar way. 
1 was the last to cross, and wheeled round to helji Glenn, 
Vod did keep them off for a while ; but Glenn's lioi-sc had 
tow becomo bo unmanageable that he could not mount; ho 
t him go, and ran out into llio wood. 
Just before I left the fence, a mao named Wliite, who had 
"deserted njy command some time before, dashed at me, say- 
ing, "Ah 1 major, you are gona up; I've got yon now." I 
recognized him instantly by his red head, and tried to get 
my horse steady enough to pink him ; but all the othera 
f ftnving gone, the brute would do nothing bu»rear and 
AluDge, and try to follow. I did the best I could, but onlv 
11 
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killed his horse. I then wheeled, and saw Glenu runniDg, 
tho Joshes pouring iLroagh the gap and all avound him. 

ley demanded hia snrrender ; his answer was froia his 
"ilpbtol, and I saw hia man fall. While struggling with my 
obstinate horse to go to liis aid I saw him fall, shot through 
th« head, heart, and hand, but firing his last load into the 
leavce, pointing at nothing. Ho was one of the most tmly 
bravo men I evortnew ; nothing mode him flinch. 

When Glenn fell al! the Jessica made at me, and, letting 
my gi"ay horse have his head, I ran in an opposite direction 
from the camp, whore I feared the rest of my men were 
asleep. Tiie boys ahead had let down a pair of bars, over 
wliicli I went, Glenn's horse following, and keeping close to 
me. I stopped and pnt up the bars again when tho Jessies 
were not more than twenty yards off; and it was well I did, 
for Jack West's horse had nearly given out, and this gave 
him time to take Glenn's. For the nelt qaartor of an hour 
like a good fox-hnnt, and finally tliey wero Bcattered 
all around ua. I did not ride across the country, hecaaso 
I wished to see what my men in camp would do; bo wo 
dashed off to Clifton, Mr. Allen's house, then in sight, situa- 
ted on an eminence, and from which I discovered the boys 
two mites ofi", pushing for the Shenandoah. The enemy had 
not discovered them, so wo amused ourselves with them a 
■while longer, until Cherry's liorso was shot, and then we too 
,ado for the river. 

During the rest of our little chase we got three singled 
out from the rest, when wo turned and wounded all three 
before the rest could get up. Tired at length of the spoi-t, 
we struck out for the house of a friend and got our dinners ; 
but, just as I had commenced a large plate of strawberries 
and crean^ one of the men dashed in without Lis hat .tnd 
said the enemy were near; that they hjd come iij) the rJv- 
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er, surprised and captured five of our men at a blacksmith 
shop, and killed ono. I could not leave my strawberries ; 
told him to have iny horse at the door, while the I'est of the 
men stood picket. Never were strawberries swallowed in 
BO short a time, the ladies etaiidiog by with hat, sabro, pis- 
tola, and haversack, dancing about, and positively screaming 
with excitement. I stood some moments longer laughing 
St them, when a shot was fired, and then I was compelled 
to go. Wo saw a few advanciog up to the house, and, not 
wishing to involve my friend, I retired without firing a shot. 
Our horses were tired and we were tired, but, after a short 
ma, we lost them; and, getting into a thicket, wo procured 
eome com and green clover for our horses, spread our 
blankets, and slept without disturbance. 

At sunrise, about the 20th of May, we crossed the She- 
nandoah to hunt up what was left of our squad, and found 
tiietn waiting for me at a favorite rendezvous — only thirty 
jnen, and these, with their horses, completely broken down. 

Daring the i]ay a courier ari-ived from General Ereokin- 
iidge saying that " Hunter had defeated Jones and Irabo- 
&Ka, killing the former, at New Hope ; that he had pushed 
on to IiBxington, had no one to furnish him rchabio inform- 
(Aion, and wanted me to come immediately and operate on 
■Hunter's flanks." 

Having given the men another day's rest, I ordered them 
to take the nearest route to Newmarket, where I would 
join them, while I went to Port Valley for my bay mare 
Bessie, and then proceeded to Mount Airy. •There I found 
the ladies all in commotion. Hunter's forces had encamped 
on the place and behaved very badly, killing alt the hogs. 
Sheep, ponltry, etc., except a few that were saved by col- 

iting them together in a small yard, and which were tlien 

fended by a, lady with a revolver, she threatening to 
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shoot the first innn who should come in without a written 
niitliority from the commaudiDg officer. The house was 
ransiicki'd iroiu top to bottom. I could fill pages with the 
acts of atrocious barbarity against the unprotected women 
of that valley. 

The next day I rode to Staunton, forty-nine miles, to buy 
a horse that I had taken a fancy to. I never rode my mare 
Bessie in a fight, for fear of getting her killed, and because 
she was so foolish there was no depending on her. I 
reached Staunton at sundown, and bought the horse from 
Colonel Xadonbausch for $3500 Confederate paper, equal 
to about S400 Federal money. On the next morning, 24th, 
I joined my men at Waynesboro', reached Lynchburg on 
the 20th, and reported to General Breckinridge. I found 
him in bed, suffering from an injured leg. 

He said all the reliable information yet obtained was by 
Captain I\oss, of my command, who liad been joined by 
Kemp. Ivoss had about sixty men, but they and their 
liorses Avere so completely broken down as to be unfit for 
duty. Those who came with me were in no better condi- 
tion, liaving just completed a march of two hundred miles. 
C)ut of tlie whole, I could not find more than forty men fit to 
stand a day's march. I reported all this to the general, 
wlio gave me an order on the quartermaster for any thing I 
might want. 



XXXVIL 

JUNE, 18G4. 

I KOAV liad to make a rcconnoissance of Hunter's lines, 
and tlic general gave mo a frcsli horse. It Avas near day- 
light when I returned, and the nature of what I reported 
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led the general lo order me to pick out aa many of my men 
as could make the trip, go through Ilimter's lines, make the 
circuit of his entire rear, and come out near High Bridge, 
where I would find a guard. I waa to set out at once. 
Hunter had advanced hia lines duriug the night, and at sun- 
rise a shell exploded io one of our fires while the men were 
cooking, but luckily Lurtiiig no one. 

After throe hours' sleep I atartcd off with forty men; 
tried at three different placca to get through the enemy's 
lines, bnt found the place so thoroughly invested that noth- 
ing oonld be done during daylight. This I reported to Gen- 
eral Breckinridge, and found that Early had just arrived 
with his staff and a portion of his cori)s. There was a ru- 
mor that Hunter was moving his infantry toward Danville, 

" md only keeping up a show of cavalry in our front. I put 
mo faith in this, but it became more necessary than ever for 

I TOB to get through Hunter's lines. 

1 dined at Dr. P 's with John G. M and Dr. 

^ that day, and set off by myself at 3 P.M. on a recon- 

Boissance, leaving the men grazing their horses. I selected 
a spot where I thought it most likely I could get through 

' "bypassing up a deep ravine within two hundred yards of 

Ctbe pickets stationed on either side. 

It was just as I waa entering the ravine that the enemy 
nade an attack on our centre. This was handsomely re- 
pulsed by McCausland and Vaughan, and for a lime their 
whole lino waa thrown into confusion. Taking advantage 
of this, I slipped through and went out to Trinity Church, 
and thence to Forrest D^pflt, where I came very hear run- 
ning into a large body of cavalry, but managed to avoid 
them, and, taking obscure roads, went to Now London. 

rHei'G I discovered that Hunter's traina had already gone in 

I tliat direction, which satisfied me that, so far from his going 
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to Dsnrillc, lie vas now retreating in faasle to the Kanawbt 
KVaUpJ". liaving lieard probably of Early's arrival. That 
;hi I could Lear, from a point near tbe roadside, wagons 
1 artillery passing, traveling rapidly, notwithstanding it 
B ai nigbt. It was nselesH to go farther; go, having coin- 
aicat«d this infonnalion by a fleet courier to Early, I 
snt into camp, to i-est my horsea sa much as possible, 
knowing well tlie long and rapid pnrsnit tliat tie flight of 
our enemy would now demand. 

I was off i^aiu at dayligbt. Between the camp and road 
we picked up a large nnraber of cavalry equipments, thrown 
away in tlio retreat of DuntCT'a forces, and some horses, 
worn out and aliaodoQcd. On tbe road their rear guard 
was passing, bat too heavy for me to attack. 

About 11 AJX, Early caine in ^gbt. However, be bad, 
tmfortnnately, not come np soon enough. I told him that 
Umiter had every man pushtd up close, and was in his pow- 
er. Bnt tbe opportonity was lost. 

Early's infantry was ahead of his cavalry, and they were 
marching like mad. Early told me to push ahead with my 
bandful of men, saying the enemy were all demoralized, and 
he had no doubt we could capture hnndreds of them if I 
would dash ahead. Yes, all very well to talk abont, but I 
knew better. 1 knew that the rear guard was large, well- 
handled, and mottng with preciMon, though in haste. Be- 
sides, the day was intensely hot, tbe roads several inches 
deep In dust as fine as ilour, and my horses in. no condi- 
tion to harass a rear guard, always extremely hard work 
where you hare to charge in rapidly and retreat hastily; 
and tbe work is constnut and exhausting, though fiue fun 
with fresh horees. I told Early veiy plainly I was. over- 

Erked, and could not hold out long, bnt, like all infantry 
ccrs, Iio thought cavalry onght to know no flagging. 
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I atavteii ahead, and within a mile counted fom- burned 
houses ; and so it was on Hunter's track every where. Aft- 
skirmishing, we came, aLont sundown, upon a pret- 
ty heavy body and charged tbeui, Tliey broke, and ran 
the top of the hill near Liherty, where I saw nearly 
the whole of Hunter's army forming id line of battle. Two 
re^mentB of cavalry drove ua back about a mile, when we 
met a Virginia battalion and made a stand ; but they did 
not press ns, and merely kept up a brisk fire, until General 
Ramseur carne up with about two hundred sharpshooters. 

In the mean while the enemy had built a rail barricade 

the crest of the hill over which we had driven the rear 

irdi A courier was sent to General Early to hurry up 

,t5-enforcemeiits, and we made disposition to attack them at 

dmoe. There was a heavy body of wood on the right and 

i'lefV, at some little distance from the road. We soou drove 

their Kkirmishers, and General Raraseur advanced on the 
,{ight, while I was ordered to turn tlieir left and charge 

lem in flank and rear. 

I had two hundred and fifty of the Virginians, and about 
'forty of my own men. We turned their left just as Ram- 
iBeur's shai-pshooters charged their right, when they broke 
the barricade. We followed across an open field to 
reach their flank, and came suddenly upon a low fence en- 
circling a field of scrub oaks, jumped into it, when n party 
fiom the other side of a ditch opened upon ua at sncb shoit 
Tange that the bullets nearly all flew over our heads. De- 
■inoralized somewhat by the ambuscade, my men were thrown 
into confusion ; but, having been excited by the charge, they 
did not give way, but only scattered a little, waiting orders. 
I made them dismount, charged ou foot, and earned the 
ditch at the first dash, driving the enemy in every direction, 
and capturing Eome/eto/ and, could we have crossed the 
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ditch on horses, woald have captured them aU, and perhaps 
also those that Ramseur had driven from the barricade, for 
we were completely in their rear. 

I had not dismomited, and resolved to try my horse at 
the ditch. He was a fine leaper, bat nearly tired out, and, 
besides, he had to land on the top ef the sod bank on the 
other side. This made it an ugly "jump ; but I knew, if I 
could succeed in getting over, every man would follow some 
way or other. My horse gathered finely, and made a splen- 
did offer, alighting on the crest of the sod. He lost his bal- 
ance a little, and for an instant was, in a manner, poised on 
the top ; but only for an instant. The sod gave way under 
his hind feet ; he felt himself going backward ; gave a 
groan ; tried to wheel and regain the bank from which he 
started ; made a noble effort, but failed, and fell into the 
ditch. I sprang off, seized him by the bit, and held his nose 
up to prevent his rising. I thus held him fast in the ditch, 
and he seemed to imderstand what I wanted, and did not 
struggle. In a few moments twenty men bad hold of his 
head, legs, and tail, and lifted, or rather slid him out of the 
ditch, covered with mud. 

While the men were mounting, I scraped and wiped off 
the mud with an old blanket, and off we started .to get 
round the ditch, which we did, and then commenced again 
to move on their flank. But they had fallen back, where 
they were re-enforced, and made a stand. I got too far 
round to the rear, and came very near being cut off It 
gave us hot work to get out, after losing eight or nine men 
wounded, but none killed. Early now came up with a bri- 
gade, and advanced into the town, where we had quite a 
lively fight, and drove the enemy through in fine style. 
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JONE, 1 8Gt. " 

LiBKBTy is a beautiful little towu, and, like many others 
in Virginia, remarkablo for the number of pretty girls it has 
to boast of, I iFa3 standing; in front of a fino house, talking 
to some half Jozen laJiea, one of whom had just given ino a. 
glass of water. They wove a^ crowded around us, laugh- 
ing and talking. I had just placed the empty glass on the 
gate-post M-lien a bullet struck its top with a loud rap, and 
jarred off the tumbler. The ladies screamed, and bonnded 
L off for the house, one of them losing her slipper in the flight, 
I'Majai' Dtraglas (who was present) and I jumped ofi", hot I 
■vas so fortnuate as to beat him in Iho race, and got that 
■ little slipper. I remounted, telling them the owner must 
BO out and claim her property. We had a deal of fun, 
1 finally persuaded two of them to advance. They had 
I Hoarcely approached near to the gate when another ball 
I crashed through a lilao hush. One made a spring like a 
V-doer for the ho u so, while the other, who had lost the slip- 
■'per,£tood lior gi-ound, advanced bravely to the gate, picked 
I ghss, and put it on the post, though I must admit 
I the Bweet tittle thing did turn pale when she saw the bullelr 
} hole in the wood, I sprang to the ground — down on my 
a to replace the slipper. The beautiful foot was soiled 
with grass. "What diligent efibrts I made to remove every 
I fitain; it is astonishing how long I was about it; and then 
lliovairkward I was in getting on the shoe! No doubt it 
I wag very tedious to her, but the time was vert/ short to rao. 
Such are some of the few happy eeencs that brighten a sol- 
dier's life. 
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Ou I'uoclilng Uio b.iso, I met a lady jnst from Himtei's' 

Lead -q<i arte I'D at, Mr, W 's. I returned to tbe Gummii, 

aud tlii^ro fuuud thai S had discovered a road by wluch 

a division uuuld be uovcd round. IlaviDg dispatched a 
ouiirier to General Early, I moved along tbe crest, Biill on 
the flaiik, and in sight oC the whole array. In this way I 
}iaH3od to the rear of his forues, except the trains, which 
were Btill moving ou toward Salem. 

I had gone about eix miles, when, abont snndowD, wc 
camo to n comfortable-looking IiouEe. Leaving oar men in 

tho nuri'ow road, S and I wont forward to look for sup- 

jicr. JiiHt ihen tho owner joined ua, and said that fifty cav- 
alry wuro corning up by a rugged road, and must then be 
near by. Tlio Iiouso Blood abont foni' hundred yards from 
wliere they would mako thoir appearance, and my friend 
said wo could not get in poBJliou before they would be in 
Bight. I therefore dismounted the men, tied the horses 
among the trees, and hid ourselves in a ravine full of 
thick bushes, about forty yards from the house, for there 
ihoy would bo sure to go, when we might bag tbe whole 
party. 

Scarcely had wo got in position, when they came up and 
began reconnoitering cautiously on every side. Then two 
of ihora approached tlio house and began questioning the 
lady. I now discovered that it was a signal squad, with au 
escort. Uulioviug they would come no nearer, I sung oat 
for tliem to halt, and ordered my men to charge the signal 
Bipind, which was instantly obeyed. The two soldiers start- 
ed to run. Kemp killed one and S the other. Not a 

doseii siiots were fired by the escort, and not a man of mine 
was struck when we reached the signal station. All but 
ill" had fled precipitately down the rugged road. Wo cap- 
tured all the Rignal apparatus, such as rockets, flags, staves, 
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i to send somo one else. He replied that he had to rely 
npoa my coiuniiind lor such work ; so, of course, it de- 
volved OQ iiiQ to juake the effort; but, I must say, my hopes 
of success were Email. Tlie importance of the mission, how- 
ever, madu me anxious to do tlie uttermost. 

I took with me only twenty men, and a guide named 

S , who seemed to know the mountain thoroughly, aod 

I trusted enlirely to his knowledge aud sagacity. The crest 
of the Blue Ridge is here nearly all cleared and under culti- 
vation, with good fences. At the iirst house we came to on 
reaching the summit, wo were told that a squad had been 
there and robbed them but a short time before. We pur- 
sued, but could not overtake them before they reached the 
western slope. From the crest of the mountain we had an 
extensive view, and beheld Hunter's army etieatOped in the 
Valley, with large squads of cavalry moving in every direc- 
tion, and, Bad to tell, numbers of houses, mills, and bams on 



S tm-ned to mo and said, "Do you see tbat large 

dense smoke about four miles up the Valley ? That is from 
my father's factory and mill. Oh God 1 I can stand that if 
they wih but spare the house; I have n sick sister there, 
who has been in bed a long time." In a few minutes after 
he had spoken we sawfinraes burst forth from his dwelling. 
I looked at 8— ^ — ; ho had turned very pale, and said, calm- 
ly and fii'inly, " I will kill every one' of them that falls into 
my power during this trail," and he looted to me aa if he 
meant to do it. 

I sent him in search of a road by which a division could 
be brought round, and, with another guide, went down to 
reconnoitre Htmter's position, and discover, if possible, his 
. head-quarters ; besides, I wanted a prisoner to send to Gen- 
eral Early. 
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forward in lines 1 living received no orders to halt, and we 
soon became liotly engaged. The enemy had it all their 
own way, lor we could see nothing of thcmy.and the most 
of our line was in open iield. The range was very long, at 
least seven hundred yards. I kept on, hoping to gain some 
cover in front. Our left was behaving badly, though not fio 
much exposed as the centre and front. 

My foes behind the wall had several fiisilades at me, but 
touched neither horse nor man until I tui-ned to ride to 
the leil, to make some of the fellows come out from behind 
trees. As my broadside appeared they fired at least twen- 
ty shots in a volley, and my horse sprang into the air and 
fell dead. Three balls struck him — one in the head, near 
the ear, a second through the fore shoulders, and a third 
through the saddle-skirts, within an inch of my thigh. 

Tiiey saw him fall, and gave a loud cheer. I took off my 
hat in acknowledgement, and they gave another volley, which 
made mo drop behind my horse. They thought me killed, 
and gave anotlier cheer. I lay still until I had unloosed the 
saddle and bridle, and pulled them off. I then went across 
the iiolils to report to General Imboden, and get the white 
horse I had captured. Volley after volley was fired at me 
as I went along, it amusing them, no doubt, to see me dodge; 
for, though I would make up my mind not to do so, when 
the zip came so near I could not help it. They must have 
been quite chagrined to see me cross the field in safety. 

When my horse w'as struck I ordered the men to Vlc^i 
down in a sliallow ravine, an order that was gladly receiv^^^ 
and promptly obeyed, and I gave the command to the ^ ^ 
nior captain until farther orders. 

Having reported to the general, he informed rao that 
had sent two reghnents to turn the position on our rig' 
and wished me to bo ready to press them in front, provid 
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mold dreas my dismounted men in any thing like line of 

I got tlie wLite horse, took a small equad of my 

1 mounted, and, iu addition to these, n small squadron 

mmandcd by a brave youug fellow from Wasliington, 

med D . We moved down the road till we came ia 

I with the battalion I had left lying down in the gully. 
1 were hidden from the oneniy by the liigh banks on 
!) side of tbo road. One of my men, named Freeburger, 
J Baltimore, crawled up the gully to where my saddle 
I bridle were, and brought them down to me. While 
r saddles, a vedette reported the enemy's cavalry 
ing off, I saddled up, and ordered the whole line to 
3 rapidly, but soon perceived that the dismounted men 
i not cross the dam ; so I left them, pushed on with my 

lad and D 's squadron, and, throwing out skirmisli- 

;ht and left, advanced to the crest of the hill. 
8 we gained without firing a shot, for the enemy had 
; but as we entered Salem we cut oft' and captured the 
r guard, coming in from another road where they had 
a on picket. 
At Bnford's Gap General Ransom had gone round Ilnnt- 
i ambuscaded him in a mountain pass about four or 
sVe miles from Salem; had captured and destroyed many 
wagons, thirteen pieces of artillery and caissons, which he 
had blown tip, killing about thirty-five men. I saw the 
blackened corpses next morning near where an ammunition- 
cheat had exploded. 

At this point the pursuit was abandoned except by a bat- 
talion of cavalry that was ordered to follow and harass 
Hnnter's rear as far as tbe Kanawha Valley ; and bere we 
parted with Hunter's gang, who loft in their track more suf- 
fering women and children than did all their predecessors 
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For fiomo time Genera! Early lay in camp near tlie cele- 
ibraied " Watts' Place," a. large estate owned by the heirs 

Colouel Walts, of Roanoke County. Here, too, was Gen- 
^•cral.BreclciDfidge, and I, being attached to his head-qnar- 
ters, enjoyed myself in social intercourse iu the ticigbboi'- 
bood. It was at thia place that General Early commantca- 
tcd to me his intention of crossing the Fotomao to capture 
or threaten Baltimore and Washiugton. He told me also 
■of the part I was expected to perform. 

I left a day in advance, to go down the Valley and oollcct 
my men together, that I might operate in the neighborhood 
of Winchester, to prevent all intelligence of Early's advance 
reaching ihe Federal lines. Those who will recollect the 
entire ignoiance that prevailed among the enemy as to ibe 
near ajiproach of a large force can answer that the work 
was faithfully done in this particular. My own men even 
tbought that Early bad gone back to Richmond, until, on 
the 2d or 3d of July, they saw the bead of his army coming 
into Wiucboster. On that morning I bad a fine chase after 
about a hundred blue-coats coming into town. 

General Bradley T, Johnson was put in command of W. 
E. Jones's brigade of cavaby. He was encamped about sev- 
en miles from Winchester, and to him I was ordered to re- 
port. Breckinridge had command of his old division, with 
Gordon's, and was advancing on Martinsburg, McCaos- 
land and Vaughan had gone to Back Creek to destroy the 
railroad. Early, having the divisions of Rhodes and liam- 
seur, with Johnson's brigade of cavalry, was to move to- 
ward Shepherdstown, where there was a considerable body 
of infantry under MuJIigan. 

I was detached from Johnson to act as the advance of 

■eckinridge, and ray battalion was all the cavalry he had 

his front. I had abont ono hundred men, having picked 
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p a good many in tlie Valley who bad not beeti to Lyndi- 

|rg with me, and whose horses were comparatively fresli. 

t daylight on the 4th of July we staried, and, on »[> 

roaohiiig Marliusburg, learned from a citizen that all was 

|det there, and that tuy command waa all they supposed to 

a iu the Valley. General Stahl was tlicre with about six 

kendred cavalry, the odds and ends of different regiments. 

r pickets were easily driven in, bnt their reserve had a 

roDg position, and fonght stubbornly. I was some dia- 

e ahead of the infantry with my command, and was or- 

3 keep the enemy amused until a battalion of sharp- 

■8 of the 9th Louisiana came up to support me. Wo 

> long-range gims, but were armed merely as light 

airy, with sabro and pistol. 

\ While we wero thus skirmishing with them, a "Union man 

Y and carried to General Stahl the news of our ad- 

; but he supposed us to be only a brigade. 

leral Stahl came out with Iiis whole force, and got 

3 position before our infantry bad come up, and, when I 

tde the attack upon him in the woods, I met with a snd- 

1 and unexpected repulse. They were well posted he- 

i & rooky crest in a dense wood. 

I went to Colonel Hodges, of the fith Louisiana, and rc- 
BBted him to make a detour through a wheat-field, turn 
f fiank, and dislodge them, when I should be ready to 
I them while changing position. Colonel Hodges 
idily assented, and had nearly reached the other side of 
I wheat-field, when General Breckini-idgo rode up and 
what the devil he was doing over there. The colonel 
\ him thatlhad asked him to make the moTement in or- 
r to turn the flank of the enemy, who were dismounted in 
d directly in front. The general thought, doubtless, 
as but a small force there, and, without farther in- 
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Boyoiid Mkliiletown we discovered a column of cavalry 
c Catoctin MoUDtain. I deployed into the fields 
I and made dispositions to ruccivo them. They baited 
' the base, and soon we were engaged in a brisk skii'misb. 
Al first the enemy seemed ioehned^o advance. I dis^loml^ 
ed two squadrons of the Ist Maryland, who were nearly all 
armed ivith the Spencer rifle, aud were most of them old 
infantry soldiers. We waited some time for an attack, bat 
as thoy showed no disposition to mako one, I .tdvaDced and 
opened on their Bkirmiahers, with my mounted men well up, 
but did not bring them in sight, for they had with them 
two pieces of artillery in poiutrblauk lamge. Tliey Blielled 
na until the dismounted men were obliged to lie down, 
when one of their sqnaarons ventnred to try a charge, 
which, however, was very cautiously managed. As they 
came in range, one of my dismounted squadrons opened on 
them, aud at t!ie same time I ordered Captain Burke to 
bring up my own battalion, with which we made a counter- 
charge, aud ran them back to within eight hundred yards 
of their guns ; bnt wo could go no farther, because there 
was a large stream between ua, and they held the- bridge. 
While our troopers were falling back, they opened on ns, 
aud did some pretty shooting, bnt only three or four men 
were struck, aud none killed. My brother Richard was 
among the wounded, with an ugly gash in Uio calf of his 
leg, made by a piece of shell that exploded over his head. 
We were failing back slowly at the time, aud ho was sitting 
sideways on his horse when struck. I lost his services for 
tlio rest of the trip, though ho staid with the wagons, and 
took command of the cripples and led horses. 

Seeing we coidd not take the bridge by direct attack, I 
sent Captain Welch, with tivo squadrons, to the lefl, to out- 
flank the position, while with the rest I went to the right. 
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We should certainly have captui-ed a large portion of lliem, 
but had hardly started when General Hansoiil came up aud 
countermanded the order. The head of Johnson's hrigado 
-was halted in the turnpike, in column of fours, when I saw 
a shell drop into the third section, kill four and wound five 
men by the explosion. 

Two or three honra passed away, and at last RanBom told 
me to carry out my original plan, and turn both flanks. I 
made the movement Tvith some difficulty ; but before Welch 
and I could come together on the top of the mountain, the 
Federals had eeou the whole cavalry force in the Sliddle- 
town Valley, and had fallen back toward Fredei-ick. The 
brigade followed them across the mountain to within half a 
milo of Frederick, where we met two thousand "hundred 
day" men, witli whom we had a lively fight at long range, 
but "nobody hurt" except by artillery. We had eight 
guns engaged and the enemy six, and we had the choice of 
portion on the rolliug knobs. General Bradley Johnson 
several times asked Tiausom to let him charge the enemy in 
town ill two ooUimna, but he refused. After nightfall 
fell back to the Catoctin, and encamped near John Ila- 
hore Johnsiai's hoad-qnartcra were established. 
Two of my men, whllu on picket, were captured. 

Next morning the enemy advanced boldly to the very 

base of the mountain, and skirmished heavily nearly all day. 

We were waiting for General EaiOy's infantry to come up, 

and therefore did not attack them. During the day the 8tli 

Illinois Cavalry got in tho rear of Johnson's head-quarters, 

and I was sent to "clean them out." By a wood road I 

camo upon them rather unexpectedly, and got tbem at a 

I disadvantage, and, although they sustained their reputation, 

I wo whipped them haiirlsomely, but ran them rather too far, 

I for TVO found ourselvea among a line of inlantry, where wo 
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I lost twelvo horses, with four men wonnded, but none kiUed. 
I General Johnson witnessed iho whole, and complimented 
I Iiighly. Captam James L. Clark, of Baltimore, behaved t 
biy. A bullet struck liis jacket button, and made it con- 
cave, bcit inflicted no injury. His liorso was killed by four 
or five bullets. He was one of my pets .nfter that, for be 
>tas a perfect tiger in a flght. Kemp had his horse also 
, shot under him. 

Early's whole force was now up, and would attack in the 

I morning. Wo were not to engage in this, iiowever, but 

1 were ordered to strike for Westminster, Cockeysville, and 

j the Northern Central Railroad, After a heavy march, the 

brigade halted at New Wiiidsor, and I was ordered to take 

twenty men on fresh horses, gallop to Westminster, and cut 

the telegrapli. It was near sunset when wo approached, 

and there Jenrned tliere were one hundred and fifty men in 

the town. 

Trusting to their supposing wo were well backed, we 
drew sabres, closed up the column, and charged through 
town at a fast gallop, with horses well in band, and on the 
look-out for ambuscade in the cross streets. A few bluo- 
ooats were to be seen, and the boys g.iA'o an awful yell when 
they saw them, which brought every one to the doors and 
I windows, and when a handkerchief was waved by a fair 
hand the yelhng was louder than ever. The foe took two 
or three rapid looks, fired two or three shots, and then 
made for Baltimore. 
The telegraph was seized, the wires cnt, and the town 

t picketed in less than fifteen minutes, and I shook hands with 
my friends, lots of whom I have there. 
We were five hours ahead of the brigade, and had been 
there about three when a courier anived from General 
Johnson with orders to demand from the mnyor fifteen 
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hundred suits of clothes, including boots and shoes. Mayor 
Glove made every eflbrt to get his council together, but had 
Oot aucceeded when the general arrived, and I then per- 
6Mded him to say nothing more about it. 

We baited next morning on the farm of Mrs. , 

l»Lere we breakfasted. I was then ordered to push on and 
get possession of the railroad and Cockeysville. I lad been 
pj^sontcd at Liberty, Md., with a beautiful aiid very pow- 
erful black mare, wliich I was then riding, I pushed on 
f afaead of Iho command to speak to some of my friends. I 
"•Odd the people every where took me for a Federal officer 
^ first, not at all suspecting a i-cbcl in that neighborhood. 
N^Ver shall I forgot the expressive countenance of one fair 
'"■«nd when she recognized me as I sprung from the saddle, 
^t^ould only say a few words, as the column was coming up, 

gl muEt ha at their head. 
XLI. 
tavT, I8G4, 
WAS now whore I knew pretty much every ono, and 
__,■ few did I meet but seemed glad to see me. I took 
^laet possession of the railroad and village of Cockeysville, 
lamed the first bridge over the Gunpowder, according to 
wders, and picketed in the direction of Baltimore, only fif- 
Teen miles distant. When Johnson arrived he burned the 
rest of the bridges, and then went back to rejoin Early, 
withdrawing iVoni me all support, and leaving mo with only 
one hundred and thirty men instead of tiie five htmdred, 
with two pieces of artillery, which iiad been promised me 
for the expedition. 
I had been ordered to burn the bridges of the Pliikdel- 
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rhia Railroad, which I knew were well guarded, but, with 
u;y very sleuder force, I could not be sanguine of a favora- 
ble result. General Johnson said he could spare no more 
men, and feared to trust artillery so far away from support, 
and also said that he was obliged to keep a large portion of 
my command with him as scouts and guides. 

I leu CockeysTille at noon as if for Baltimore, but soon 
direoied my course toward Towsontown, and, finding no 
enemy near, continued on to the bridge at another point* on 
the Gunj\>wder. Leaving Captain Bailey in command here, 
asid taking with me a few officers and men, I rode over to 
Gion E!:en, the dear old home where I was born. My moth- 
en faiher, and sisters, and three of my brothers, were there, 
and under no little excitement. I captured the whole par- 
ty on the front steps when I rode up, and — ^if I except some, 
perhaps, just complaint of my rather severe hugging — treat- 
ed them with kindness, and, upon detainment for a few 
hours, paroled and released them, and moved on with my 
command. 

In passing through the state, I may as well say here that 
I never took a plow-horse the whole time I was in Mary- 
land, and only such as were necessary for my purposes, and* 
alike from sympathizers and Unionists ; all I did was for 
keeping my men well mounted. 

Xo one at home knew of mv destination till I was about 

m 

to leave, and then I told it to a near relative, who, on learn- 
ing what force I had, uttered the not very cheering predic- 
tion that I would never return alive. I said, in reply, that 
I was much of the same opinion myself, seeing the insignifi- 
cant force I had. But I resolved to fight and whip every 
thing I came across in that neighborhood. 

At nightfall, though the men were terribly in want of 
sleep, and exhausted by the incessant marching and service 
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f had done of late, I took the road through Dulany's 
01ey, intendiDg to cfobb the ridge by Morgan's Mill, But 
[1 asleep on my horso, uud did not awake till I came to 
^te farther on, when the barking of dogs aroused mc. 
6 compelled us to cross higher up, aud I decided to wait 
st a farm, to which we had come, till daylight, and let the 
men Bleep, for they were actually so suffering for it that 
they were falling from their horsea on the road, aud I was 
beginning to lose some of them. 

At daylight wc crossed the Bel Air and Hai-ford Roads, 
cut the telegraph wires, but had not gone far when I heard 
a Bhot .ahead. My ordnance sergeant. Fields, and another, 
were all the advance I had out, not anticipating any trouble 
here. I dashed forward witli foiu- men, and met the com- 
panion of Fields coming back so rapidly that I supposed he 
had run into the enemy. He called out to mo that Fields 
was killed ; and when I reached the house of Islimael Day 
I found Fields lying on the ground, with his face and chest 
filled with buckshot. He was perfectly rational ; told me 
that he had ordered Day to pull doivn a large Fetleral 0ag, 
which he refused to do ; that he dismounted to do it hira- 
eelf, when Day seized a gun and shot him. The men were 
already looking for Day, but he had escaped to the woods; 
and while my attention was occupied with Fields, the house 
was in flames, and soon after they burst out also from the 
ham and out-buildings. Scarcely ever had I seen men so 
excited ; and I am sure it would have been out of my pow- 
er to save Day had they caught him. 

It was a sight that made a lasting impression upon me. 
There lay Fields, his ^ead thrown back, and a deathly pallor 
erspreading his countenance, flecked here and there 
with dark bluish-purple spots, where th^Vmckshot had eu- 
"wed. His shirt was thrown open, .tnd hia manly breast 
I 



FlDl 



FOOa YEASS IN TUB 



I -was literally covered with ihese purple spota. lie bled very 
|:)iule. Tlie meu stood around us at Eome little distance, iu 
rioleut gesticulation, sweariug terribly. 
He felt that he was dying — knew that I could not stay, 
Kand begged mo not to let liim eucumber me. I gave bim 
I water from a tiu cup, aud received his dying meBSagea, 
I Trliich were very clear. Ho even i-ecollected to tell me 
I vhere in the Valley he had left some papers. I put Fields 
e of Day's carriages and sent him to Wright's Hotel,' 
I on the Harford Road. 

We pushed on, and, when within a m.ile and a half of the 
I railroad bridge, where the Philadelphia, Wilmiugton, and 
I Baltiuioro lioad crosses the Gunpowder, I discovered a paa- 
I senger train coming oo from Baltimore, aud ordered Cap- 
Blain Bailey, with twenty men, to charge ahead and capture 
The capture was soon efl'ected. Guards were then sta- 
tioned all round, and I gave strict orders that no plunder- 
ing should bo done, threatening to shoot or cut down the 
first man I caught in any thing of the sort, I also furnished 
the baggage-master with a guard, tolliog him to deliver to 
each passenger their property, and to unload the train. The 
engineer had made his escape, or I should have run np to 
Havre de Grace, and made an effort to burn all the bridges, 
and likowisB the large steamer there. 

Being informed that General Franklin was on board, I 
■went into tho car pointed out to rae, and asked some officers 
who were in it which was General Franklin. No reply. I 
then proceeded to examine each one's papers, and presently 
I came to him. He acknowledged himself to be the raan. 
I was prepossessed from the first in his favor by his blnnt, 
though polite and gentlemanly bearing. I put him under 
L guard in the telegraph office, with several other officers that 
Phad been capture* 
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On llie traio were several ladiee of my acquaintance, and 

t_ODe of them was Bubsequenily subjected to trial by military 

tommiasiou for certain acts, with the doing of which on this 

uion she was charged. I do not certaiuly know what 

e character of the charges or tbo testimony was ; but this 

t.-wUI say — the deportment of these ladies toward us was 

athing more than an expression of joy at meeting friends 

ley had known from childhood. General Franklin, in a 

tetter received from him on the 15th of May, 18G5, referring 

the case, says : " Mrs, P is not gnilty of the acts with 

hioh she is charged. If not released, I will see to it." 
r Finding I cou!d not run the train np to Ilavre de Grace, 
1 burned it, and prepared to catch that which had left Bal- 
more forty minutes after this one. I had also sent a flag 
f truce to the drawbridge, where were tlvo hundred in- 
ntry and the gun-boat Jnniata, sent to protect it, demand- 
[ng a surrender, and was about ordering some sharpshooters 
D push them a little, when the second train of twelve pas- 
mger-cars came np and was easily captured. The engineer 
if this also escaped, but I took the engine in hand, ran it up 
the station, and unloaded it in like manner as tho first, 
ire that each one should have the baggage his 
itecks called for. 

While the train was being unloaded, a gentleman came 
p with a lady, who appeared much distressed, and whom 
B introduced as " Mrs. Dunbar." I asked her if sho had 
iSered any inconvenience, or been molested in any way. 
fee replied "No;" but that she was alone with two or 
iree children, and had a large quantity of baggage to look 
i", which she was fearful of losing. I told her to enter- 
^n no feai-, and asked if slio was Mrs. Dunbar, of Balti- 

* and a relation of Dr. Dunbar, a gentleman with 

* She belonged lo , nnd did nor resiilo in Baltimore. 
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11 knew my family lo have been on fiiendly tennB. 
&» told me, in reply, a downright and unneceasary falfie- 
hood, saying sho was " Mrs. Dunbar, of Baltimore," I im- 
mediately, with Lieutenant Dorsey's assistance, h&i her 
three large trunks carried to a sbady place a bimdred yards 
ofC She was apparently aa grateful a person as 1 ever s 
and actually bored mc wilh her profusion of thanks. Bnt 
tlio good Lord deliver me from such ! for 1 soon afler saw 
in a Xorthem paper a long and detestably false account, 
purporting to set forth the wrongs that had been perpetra- 
Icil upon her by the " traitorous thieves." So totally d©- 
oid of honor, truth, and gratitude are some individuals, that 
Bpccimcns of them to be considered aa curious studies de- 
serro to be noted. After setting forth the large amount of 
damage she had sustained at l/iree thousand doliars, she said 
that some gentleman offered to introduce her to me for the 
purpose of recovering her things, but that, like a true, loy- 
al woman, she had scorned the proposal as an insult. She 
wanted no snch honor,jnd would not submit to the degra- 

Idation of soliciting favor from a traitor. 
While tho train was being unloaded I kept a good head 
of eteam upon the engine, and, wheu every tiling was clear, 
ordered Captain Bailey to move up his sharpshooters, and 
try to drive the infantry out on the bridge. He soon re- 
ported that they had fled to the gnn-boat, and, setting the 
train on fire, I backed the whole flaming mass down on the 
bridge, catching soma of the infantry a little way from shore 
upon the strncture, and compelling them to jump into the 
water. The train was running slowly, and stopped right 
on the draw, where it burned and fell through, communica- 
ting the fire and destroying tho most important part of the 
bridge. The wind was blowing directly toward the gun- 
boat, and she had to trip her anchor and get out of the way. 
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Kfifterward sent a flag of trnca to say I had no objection to 
X coming to the beach to take the passengera to Havre do 
^o, which was done. 
1 1 paroled most of the oEBcers; first, because I had not 
33 enough to take them away; and, secondlyj because 
f of tbem were convalescenta from field-hoapitals. I 
ink I started with five, including General Franklin, all in 
ETiagos. 
. After stopping focthe above purposes six or seven hoars, 
tX went toward Baltimore. My intention was to cut across 
the country to the York Road, and thence either enter the 
city by the Charles Street Avenue or Fall's Road, pass 
through on to Franklin Street, and leave by the Franklin 
Tarnpike.. But it was not long before I met a gentleman 
whom I recognized, and from him learned that they ware 
expecting us in Baltimore, had collected a largo force of 
militia, and had barricaded the streets. Anxious first to 
secure my prisoners,! directed my course for Towaontown, 
seven miles north of Baltimore on tho York Koad, and 
when within five or six miles of that place every one I 
met said there was a force of cavalry waiting to intercept 
me. Being well acquainted with the surrounding country, 
and as It would be dark before we reached our destination, 
I anticipated no difficulty in evading, if we could not fight 
them. I determined to heed no one, but push on till we 
met the enemy, charge and fight, and, if we could not whip 
them, then fall back, and go round through tho heavy woods 
abont Mine Bank Run. 
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When within a mile of the town, I took ten men and 
went ahead to reconnoitre, leaving Captain Bailey and Lien- 
tcDant Doraey with the command, with orders to come up 
at a steady pace if they heard any iriug. I entered the 
town at a gallop with pistol drawn, but all was quiet, and 
no one seemed to bo expecting me. I got off of my horae 
find drank a glasa of alo at the hotel, and met several ac- 
quaintances, who begged mo to push on. Some were just 
from thd city — had seen a largo force of cavalry coming out 
to cut mo off. One in whom I bad conSdence told me there 
were at least one thousand of them coming from Baltimore 
(seven miles distant), and urged me not to delay; but I 
must have at least a brush with the advance guard. 

My men had all come in, and the column had formed in 
the square, and I liad put out a picket, when I beard from 
my picket that cavalry in considerable force were coming 

np the turnpike. I gave H G , who was one of the 

pickets, orders to let them advance, challenge, fire, and then 
retreat. I next detailed ten men to guard the prisoners, 
and for this duty would not even trust the adjutmit, bat 
went along the line and "selected the most reliable, placing 

them in charge of Captain O , my quarter-master, who 

knew the country. Ho was instructed wliicb road to take, 
and whore to wait for me ; and was told, should I not join 
him by daylight, to push on and try to reach Early's army 
near Washington. 

Kemp was now ordered to take fifteen men to cbai'ge the 
enemy's advance guard, run them back on tlieir main body, 
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and lot them in turn charge him, when he was to retreat, 
bis men taking each side of the road, so as to let me through 
[vitb the rest of tho command. 

The men had heard all about the large force we were 
F'Bbout to meet, and Bomo of tbem were rather nervous; no 
L -wonder, when we consider that all were nearly broken down 
pfor want of sleep. Few of them could tell where we were, 
I and ail knew that we were far from any support. Besides 
Ltbis, it was dark as pitch. Some would say, "I expect tho 
h'liand will go up to-night ; but we must stick by the major." 
k^Auother would say, "No fear; he'll take us through all 
Bright ; only stay by him, and there's no danger." From 
I Bach conversation I could infer that most of them seemed to 
mticipate serious business ; bat not an officer or man said a 
^■Word about holding back. 

Kemp's party advanced with pistols ; my resei-ve drew 
f :Babres, and each man settled himself in the saddle, and I 
I- ■could see them pulling their hats down firmly on their heads. 
L Just then I lieard the pickets down the road fire on the ad- 
1 stance, which was immediately answered from a dozen car- 
Kemp dashed on with a yell, and I told my reserve 
a join also in the yell, and keep it up, and it was done with 
^fX will. What joy it affords to command men like these — 
3 hearts that you can depend upon under all circum- 
f stances 1 I felt them ready to ride against any thing that 
Kl4>peared, and, in a road stiflly t^nced as this was on both 
Tsidea, with no chance for a danking party, hardly cared what 
I'iras ahead. 

As I started down with the reserve at a steady trot I 
■Iteard Kemp run into them, and I knew he was driving their 
ladvance; but soon I kneiv also that he was i-etreating rap- 
F idly, and, on advancing a little farther, saw a squad in the 
middle of the road,fired on them, and ordered a charge, but, 
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L fortunately in time, recognized Kemp's voice; glad to saj, 
I no one was hurt. 

WhoD I ordered the charge the men set up a most dcaf- 

(•.ening yoH, enough to couvince any one that ^o were a full 

W Tegimeut ; and bo must the enemy have thought, for we nev- 

ir got within sabre reach of them. They were finely moont- 

I ed on fresh horses, and easily outran us. Seeing this, we 

drew pistols, gave chase, and let them have a volley from 

the top of every hill, with'a fresh yell each time. Some of 

the men pursued them even to Govanstown, four miles from 

I Baltimore ; and that night a namber of recruits from the 

W city joined my command, and we were told by them that the 

I whole picket-line on that side of Baltimore was broken, and 

R that the cnvaliy had not stopped runnuig till they reached 

■ the Bel Air market in the city, 

I We returned leisurely to Towsontown without losing a 

■ man, and having only one horse wounded. Of the enemy's 

■■loss I could learn nothing. Anxious to join Captain O , 

m "who had got some way ahead, I pushed on, the whole com- 

■ mand completely broken down for want of sleep, and some 

■ of them snoring in their saddles before we had gone a mile. 
m To prevent any of them being lost, I rode io the rear, for 
F some of them would slide off and not wake up uutil well 
[ shaken and dragged roughly over the road. 

f It was not long before I fell asleep myself, and, in BWfty- , 

ing about upon ray liorse_, I may perhaps have pulled him 

out of the road. I was roused by some one crying " Halt !" 

The horse suddenly stopped, which throw rae on hia neck, 

and at the same instant the voice came again, " Halt 1" 

1 Suspecting something wrong, I replied, " A friend." 

[ "Friend to whom?" "To the Union. I belong to the 1st 

I 'Virginia Cavalry, and my company has been out in Harford 

l-County, on a scout after Gilmor'a raiders. My captain sent 
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me ahead to tell yoa he was coming, bo tliat jou ivould not 
fire on him." 

"All rigbt," said he. I replied, " I'll go back and tell him 
to come ou." 

At firat I did not know where I was, but, while talking 
to tho picket, I perceived the railroad track ii little way off, 
so concluded I must bo near the Relay House, on the North- 
ern Central Railroad. After leaving the picket a liundred 
yards behind, I stiTick across tbo fields until I reached the 
crossing of the road from TowBontown, fi'otn which I had 
wandered. There I found one of my men, left by Captain 
Bailey to wa* for me, but fast asleep. I woke him up, and 
learned that all the men had crossed tho road eafely, and 
were wailing for me at Hunt's Meeting-house, wLero I 
found them lying in the road, scattered about, and every 
one of them fast asleep. Ilad I been captured they would 
have slept till morning, and no doubt many of them would 
have joined me, and we should have been a pleasant little 
party for Fort McHenry. 

Tliere is no suffering that I can imagine more iutenso 
than that produced by want of sleep long deferred, which I 
and many others with me felt that night. Tho pain is per- 
fectly honible. Most of the men had drank freely in tho 
morning, though not a man waa drunk, making it all tho 
worse for them afterward. I myself had taken nothing but 
some claret and a glass of ale, nor had I tasted a drop of 
whisky or brandy for some time, yet I suffered nearly as 
much as the men. However, there was but little time for 
rest. "Wo passed tiirough Green Spring Valley, proceeding 
to the place of Mr, Craddock, for near this I had directed 

Captain O to wait for mo with the prisoners. I found 

them all lying in the i-oad asleep, and noticed that the bag- 

gy in which Franklin had been riding was empty. I turned 

12 
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to Captain Clark and said, " I'U bet Franklin is gone." Wa. 
rode through the guard twice, and found all sound asleep, 
I dismounted, and, rousing them up, asked for General Frank- 
lin. The guard replied he was " in the fence corner wJtli 
the other prisoners," but there he was not. Right glad a 
I that my pious friends were not there to /lear me when I 
found that Franklin had indeed escaped; I fear they would 
have considered me somewhat niffled. But we searched io 
vain for Franklin ; he had got ofi' safe, to my great chagrin 
and annoyance. He was a major general and coi-ps com- 
mander in the TInited States army, regarded, and justly 
too, as one of their most distinguished ofGcE^, and, at the 
time of his capture by me, was on his way back North toi 
recruit his health, which had been greatly impaired by 
wounds and arduous duty in the Southwest. It will readily 
be seen that I had a veiy valued companion in the person 
of the general, and I could not fail, imder the circumstances, 
to appreciate his society very highly; bo, aa I say, being 
greatly provoked when I found that lie had ceased to honor 
ua with bia presence, I swore with unnsual energy. By this 
means my men were as ctfcctually roused as if a broadetde 
had been opened upon them. 

After the men had eaten, and the horses been well fed 
and groomed, the whole command, except abont twenty, 
scouted the country in every direction, in hopes of relaking^ 
General Franklin — not, perhaps, so much because of hia im- 
portance, 33 that I hated to be charged with carelessness. 
The men then got time for a little sleep. 

Wiiile the men slept I went to a chamber, and, having re- 
freshed myself with clean apparel, I had General Franklin's 
valise, left by him in the wagon, examined ; it contained a 
prayer-book, presented Ijim by a sister, some photographi, 
and a silver snuff-box, inlaid with gold, bnt nothing else 



FOCB rS&BS IN THB SADDLE. 



These articles I cansed to \ 






of mach \ 
him. 

Tlie rest of that day was spent near Pikesville. I sent a 
sergeant and ten men to witliin four milea of tlie city, and 
went myself to the Seven-mile House, on the Eeistertown 
Road. As yet, I had not even taken a nap, except on my 
horse, for I did not sleep with the rest of the command. I 
have very little recollection of what toot place after leaving 
Pikesville, being nearly stapefied, and, although my eyea 
, were open, I slept most of the time. A gentleman rode 

part of the way with mc to ■, but I knew not when or 

( how he took leave of me. Two gentlemen came to ma 

, tliere, and I was waked up to see them ; but I went to sleep 

■while they were talking to me. However, when the reveille 

pounded next morning I awoke much refreshed, and sprang 

I, up a new man. 

At Bunriae we were all in the saddle, moving toward 
1 Rockville, whore I expected to join General Early, Captain 
— acting aa our pilot, for he knew the country thor- 
I Onghly. Toward evening we learned that Early had fallen 
I Jutck to Poolesville, and that the enemy had possession of 
I Rockville. This obliged us to take a direct course through 
' Montgomery County for Pooiesvillo, marching all night 
without halting. 



Wb reached General Johnson's head-qiiartera at day- 

I break, about two miles below Poolesville, and found him 

ixpecting an attack. He was delighted to sec me safely 

; back, saying that when he left me near Baltimore, ho felt 

■ certain I should be captured. I felt very well pleased my- 
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self to be where I was, having made, without doubt, ;i ratli- 
,. .er venturesome trip. 

I Johnson niid I breakfasted at the house of Colonel , 

I where, uofortunatcly, I left my haverGack, filled with keep- 
[ Bakes, etc. Somo hours after, when I sent for it, the yard 
[ was filled with the enemy's akirmishers. 
I We had some little skirtiiiBhing at Poolesville, but re- 
[ crossed to the Virginia side of the Potomac without any se- 
I rious injury. General Early's head-quarters were near to 
I Big Spring, on the Leeshurg Turnpike, and I reported to 
liim there. He and General Breckinridge received me vith 
the strongest oxpressiona of welcome, and said they had 
given me up for lost. They complimented me highly for 
the success of the expedition, and regretted the escape of 
1 Genera! Franklin. I dined with them, and spent the day 
there. When I told General Early with what ease I conld 
have captured Baltimore with a few more men, he regretted 
Jioartily that a brigade had not been given me, and he did 
me the honor to say I liad deserved promotion ; and I 
should have had his Vecommendation, I feel sure, whenever 
I had applied to liim. Indeed, a regiment was offered me 
several times afterward, but I preferred my battalion to any 
regiment in the army; it was the right kind of stufi^ and 
all I wanted was more of them. No, I would not give up 
my men, who had stuck by mo so well in many an hoar of 
need ; but I was now entitled to a lieutenant colonel's com- 
mission, for my battalion numbered six companies. This I 
could have got by applying for it at the department, but I 
did not think it worth the trouble, nor had I the time to de- 
vote to it. 

Colonel K afterward told me that General Leo aaid 

to him " that the cutting of the Philadelphia road was the 
only part of the programme in the Maryland campaign that 



was carried out encceeafully," and that was reward enough 
for the part I had borne in it. 

We remained near Leesburg about two days, crossed the 
Blue Kidge at Snicker's Gap, and the Shenandoah at Ber- 
vy's Ferry, and encamped in the Valley near Rippon, be- 
tween Charlestown and Berryville. Ramacur's division was 
Bent to Winchester. Our brigade (Johnson's) moved about 
the Lower Valley from point to point for sorao time, noth- 
ing of importance taking place. We had a few trifling 
Bkirmishes, but were chiefly employed in Bcoutiug. 

No heavy fighting occurred in which our brigade was en- 
gaged, and about the 26th I crossed to Martinsburg, and 
camped about seven miles northwest of Hedges vi He, Laving 
with me two battalions, namely, the 1st Maryland, and my 
own, tlie 2d. There Captain Emack joined rae, and I got 
leave of absence for one day, as some recreation after our 
recent Iiard work was needed. We enjoyed ourselves very 
ranch, and r.ather exceeded our time, which brought upon ua 
a gentle rebuke ; but we were e.tcused. 

On the 20th I was ordered by General Johnson to move 
both my battalions near to McCoy's Ford, and hold them in 
readiness to march at a moment's warning; also to scont 
, the river well, especially the fords, from Williamsport to 
Little Gfeorgetown. I felt sure now that we were aboat 
licrossing over into Maryland, but had no idea as to our nlti- 
Pmate destination. McCausland's brigade was with us, and 
lie was the ranking ofiicer. 

In the evening I was ordered to move at 1 A.M., and 
tftke possession of the heights on the lifaryland aide, and 
hold them until the brigade came np. It was clear day- 
light when I reached the rivei", and found but a few pickets 
on the other side. I dismounted two Bquadrons of sbarp- 
Bhootera, and, under cover of their Are, Kemp and I took 
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Over the advance, and got possession of the archway of the 
•4Winnl with hut little trouble. I then crossed over the whole 
command, and had secured the heights, when a courier ar- 
rived with orders from General McCausland to picket the 
Kational Road each way, toward Onmberland and toward 
Ilagerstown. Lieutenant Jeff Smith was sent to the right, 
toward the latter, and Captsuii Raisin toward the former 
place. They both soon became engaged. Raisin captnred 
a company of dismounted cavalry at Hancock. Smith ran 
into the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, and made a gallant bnt 
nnlucky charge, in which he lost three of his best men. He 
fell back in good order, and held bis ground against the 
whole regiment until I went forward with the command to 
support him. 

The village of Clear Spring is three miles to the east of 
where we stniek the National Turnpike, and McCaiisland's 
plan was to march through that place and get on the road 
leading to Mercersbui'g. I was ordered to attack the ene- 
my's cavalry and drive them to the Conoco cheague, and 
there keep them nntil both brigades had passed through 
Clear Spring, when I was to follow in the rear. 

I had but two hundred men in both battalions, without 
carbines. We came to serve merely as light cavalry, hav- 
ing only sabres and pistols. In ft-ont of me were two Fed- 
eral regiments, the ISth and 14tli Pennsylvania, well armed 
with carbines, and posted on both sides of the road and be- 
liind fences, over which it was impossible to charge. We 
drove them through town without much trouble, for John- 
son had sent Major Sweeny to my assistance with a battal- 
ion armed with long-range guns ; but these were withdrawn 
after we got thi'ough, and I then had them all to myself. 

It would take too much time to outflank them, besides 
the trouble of pulling down the stilT fences; so, after we had 
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driven them about a mile and a half, I took the first battal- 
ion and charged ihera oji the main i-oad, ordeiiug Captaiii. 
Surke to follow in support in case of a repulse. Tw 
charges were successful — that is, we drove them from'two 
positious, and took a few prisoaera ; but in the third the'en- 
emy stood firm, checked us a Uttle, and threw ua into some 
confusion. We halted, and formed behiud a house and 
bam to wait until my old battalion, under Captain Burke, 
could come np. The Federals iiad a strong position, and 
placed their men well. On the right was a thick wood, 
lined by a stone fence along the road. Two squadrc 
were there placed iu ambuscade. On the left was a stiff 
post and rail fence, where another squadron was dismount- 

L fid ; and in the rear, in an open field, the rest were drawn 
a Hnc. We could only charge in column. I foresaw 

R'tliat we must lose heavily, hut felt confident of driving and 

■capturing the dismounted squadron in open field to the left 
y passing by and taldng their fire in flank. I knew nolA- 
big of t?ie two aqitadrons in ambush, 

I had not yet driven the enemy to the stream as ordered, 
aor had I been advised that all the troops had passed safely 

Ithrough Clear Spring. I knew that McCaualand wished to 
(I impression that he was just behind me, marching 
Igerstown, for he had told mo so when I was or- 
dered to attack. I make this explanation lest I should be 
considered rash, and careless of the lives under my com- 
mand — and uo one conld more deeply feel the loss of tho 
brave men who fell that day. 

I sent a courier back for Captain Burke to hurry up ; and 
when he came opposite to a barn where we were, I took the 
head of the coluiou and dashed on, tho men going in fine 
style. Most of tho 1st joined my battalion, and eight or ton 
were in front with nio. The dismounted squadron gave us 
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K fierce ToUey aa we came down, and, althongh at shoit 
range, did but little harm. We then got in tLeii- rear, and 
made a dash at the cavalry farther ou ; but Just as we got 
abreast of the wood, the two squadrons ia ambush opened 
upon ns with ten'ifio effect, which obliged us to retreat in 
some disorder, but not until we had brought off all the 
wounded. Tbey then charged our rear. We wheeled and 
repulsed them, and held our ground imtil out of range from 
their carbines. 

I do not like to think of that £ght. I lost seventeen men 
in killed and wounded. Of the former, Samuel Rogers, of 
Green Spring Valley, Md., a brave boy; and another like 
Iiim, young Warfield, of Baltimore. I impressed some car- 
riages, and sent my wounded under guard to Virginia. 

By this lime the brigades were both clear of the town, 
and, in fact, two or three miles on their way to Mei'cers- 
burg. I fell back to Clear Spring without being followed, 
but did not overtake the main body till after night. They 
had halted about a mile beyond Mercersburg, on the road 
to Chambersburg. I reported at head-qaorters, and found 
Johnson and McCansland together. It was about 10 P.M. 
when the latter informed mo he shonld endeavor to be in 
Chambersburg by d.aylight, and wished me to gmrd the 
rear. I had not laid down for forty-six hours, andt^ our 
men suffered terribly for want of sleep, and it was with dif- 
ficulty I could keep my command together. Jiist before 
dayhght I was summoned to the front. The command bad 
halted in an oat-field to feed their horses. Day dawned na 
I rode up to the general. Near the edge of town a small 
force of the enemy could be seen. Major Sweeny, who was 
ill front, had run into an ambuscade of infantry and artillery, 
and lost one man by a grapeshot. 
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: making some inquiry about the different roads 
leading into Cbambursburg, General McCausland aaked me 
to join Major Sweooy, wlio would attack the town wiLh in- 
fiiDiry. 

The major had a gallant commaDd, and easily drove every 
thing bcibre him ; in fact, the enemy made no resistance at 
all, and ve took pogsession 'without losing a mau. On my 
entering the town I caught sight of a mounted man, and 
ran him beyond the limits, I then made a good reconnois- 
sanoc of all that pait, and in tiie course of it had some 
amusing conversations with the ladies, who escrcised their 
tongaes upon me rather freely, which I returned in good 
meaenre. 

General Early's order was now published, requiring a levy 
of #200,000 in gold, or its equivalent in greenbacks, and in 
default of payment Chambersburg was to bo laid in ashes. 
Just then some scouts returned with a prisoner from Aver- 
ill's command, reporting him to l)e not inore than two or 
three miles off, with a heavy force of cavalry. The citizens 
knew it too, and positively refused to raise the money, laugh- 
ing at us when we threatened to burn the town. 

After we had breakfasted at the hotel, General McCaus- 
land ordered me to arrest fifty or more of the most promi- 
nent citizens, and put them under guard. I had arrested 
about forty, when ho sent for me, and said that there was 
no time to be lost — the town must bo burned ; he was bW- 

tfor it on account of the women and children, but it must 
|k>ne, to check the burning of private property in Vir- 
fe and they had none to blame for it but General Hunt- 
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CT, and their owd press for extolling sach fiendish acts of 
Vandalism. He then ordered mc to lire the town, and 
shoH-ed me General Early's order to lUat effect. Deeply 
regretting that such a task ebould fall upon tne, I had only 
to obey. I then directed my men to fire the town, but be 
kind to the womeo and cliildren, and lend them all the as- 
eistanco io their power. Wliile I could remain in the streets, 
I did nothiug but assist the people aud see tliat no excesses 
were coramilled. Several limes I received peremptory or- 
ders to make a thorough ^ork of it, and was especially di- 
rected to destroy all fine dwellings. 

When the town was no longer tenable, I took two men 
with me to fire a fine brick dwelling beautifully situated on 
au eminence northwest of the town. Dismounting, I went 
in, and told the lady who came to the door that I was there 
to perform the extremely nnploasant duty of burning her 
house, which I much regretted ; that we were obliged to 
resort to such extreme measures in order to prevent or 
check the terrible devastation committed by snch men as 
General Hunter. I told her that the people of that town 
had seen ua twice before, and that all had spoken in the 
, liighcBt terms of onr behavior, saying that our soldiers had 
behaved better than their own. She was weeping, evident^ 
ly much distressed, but she acknowledged the justice of my 
remarks, and declared that she blamed none but the admin- 
istration for allowing such horrible acts of cruelty to go un- 
punished. She was in deep distress, and shed many bitter 
tears ; did not beg mo to spare her house ; only asked time 
to remove some articles of value and clothing. This was 
iWidily granted. Breakfast was on the table, and she asked 
me to eat Bomething while she was getting her things to- 
gether. Being hungry, I accepted the invitation, and drank 
a glass of wine before sitting doMfn, I delayed as much as 
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possible, in order to afford her more time, and wlien I rose 
from the tabic I had hall' & mind lo disobey ordera in regard 
to this house. She then came in, and entered into converea- 
tion. I asked her the name of her husband. She replied, 
" Colonel Boyd, of tlie Union Army." " What ! Colonel 
Boyd, of the 1st New Tork Cavalry?" "The same, bu-." 
"Then, madam, your house shal! not be destroyed," 

I now understood why she had not pleaded for it. The 
reader will recollect that this officer has been already men- 
tioned as operating in the Valley. He had ever been kind 
and lenient to the citizens, men, women, and children, war- 
ring only against men in arms. The fact of her being the 
wife of Colood Boyd decided me at once. I told her that 
I knew her husband, and had fought against him for two 
B in the Valley of Virginia ; that he had gained a high 
Reputation among the citizens for kindness and gentlemanly 
mduct; that while we were there for the purpose of pun- 
5 Vandalism, we were ready and anxious to repay acts 
rf kindness done to our people, who, when nn protected, had 
losed by the fortunes of war lo the mercy or harsh 
3atment of our foes. I told her that her house should not 
i burned, blame mo for it who would, and that I would 
Fe a goard for lier protection till "all were gone. She 
med to be completely overwhelmed, as though she did 
■Dot comprehend what I had said; but when I assured her 
fain that ndther Iier house nor any thing that belonged to 
r should be molested, her gratitude knew no bounds. To 
! fiicket near by the house she afterward sent baskets 
nied with nice eatables, hot cofiee, and aa much wine as 
f desired. 

I left B guard ; and well I did, for an officer who had been 
"^nking too much cnmo up soon after, and tried to force 
« guard and burn the Iiouse. 
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Tlie burning of Cbambersburg was an awfiit eight, nor 
cotild I look oil williout deep soitow, allbough I bad been 
hardened by such scenes in Virginia. At one view had we 
not, with anguielied hearts, from the moUDtain top, gazed 
upon tho sky reddened by the burning of one liundred and 
eighteen houses in that ouce emiling valley, a small part, 
indeed, in tho history of llunter's ruthless raid ; iollicled, 
too, not by an ungovernablo soldiery, hut under a coldly- 
caleutatcd mandate. Who, then, taking a dispassionate 
view, will condemn oor government for this act of right- 
eous retribution. 

Hitherto tho fires had been applied to the houses of my 
fi'iende, which roused within me feelings of the sterneat 
vengeance; still, I felt more like weeping over Chambers- 
burg, although the people covered me with reproaches, which 
all who know me will readily believe I found hard to digest ; 
yet my pity was highly excited in behalf of these poor un- 
foitunatos, who were made to suffer for acts perpetrated by 
tlie oSiccrB of their own government. 

The day was hriglit and intensely liot. The conflagration 
seemed to spring from one vast building. Dense clouds of 
smoke rose to the zenith, and hovered over the dark plain. 
At night it would liave been a grand but terrible object to 
behold. How piteous the eight in those beautiful green 
meadows — groups of women and children exposed to the 
rays of a burning sun, hovering over the few articles they 
had saved, most of them wringing their hands, and witli 
wild gesticulations bemoaning their ruined homes! 
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XLV. 

We loft Chambersburg nt noon, and went into camp at 
McCoiiuellsburg, wbero we found plenty of provender and 
rations. 

At length I got a good night's rest, and roao nest morn- 
ing muclk refreshed. Genera! McCauslaud tbouglit of send- 
ing Colonel Dunn and myself to Bedford Springa, but our 
rear guard being attacked, it was not thought prudent to 
separate the command ; so wc all moved down the Valley 
toward Hancock, Md., which wo reached about noon. 

General McCauslaud ordered a levy upon this place of 

$30,000, which was so out of all reason that we Maryland- 

itM remonstrated, but to no purpose. Ho told the principal 

n of the place lliat unless the money was paid he would 

JM the town. To this I and all my men objected, saying 

»t too much Maryland blood had been shed in defense of 

B South for her towns to be laid under contribution or 

I perceived, too, that bis men were inclined to 

Uider. After a consultation with Genera] Johnson, I 

)iight in my whole command and stationed two men at 

li honse and store for their protection. Before tJie mon- 

y could be raised, Averill's troops arrived and attacked our 

ickets and outposts, and a lively little fight occurred, ohief- 

a the streets and on the high pine hills northeast of the 

town. My command constituted the rear guard, and did 

Ethe fighting in town, while a regiment and battalion of 

rginians held the hills. About sunset we were ordered 

1 retire and follow the column on the National Uoad to- 

l^rd Cumberland . 
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or two, I sent back to inform the general as to the coudition | 
of the road, and left pickets on the branch roads to guard 
us in flank onlil he shonld arrive and relieve them. 

The road was very narrow, and iu one place led up the 
side of a mountain ; but it was very firm. I had not gone 
more than three miles before it became dark night ; but my 
guide, under the persuasion of a cocked revolver at his ear, 
knew the country well, and made do mistake. 

About 1 A.M. ve had reached to within a mile and a half 
of the river, the road leading along the side of a ridge, 
through a thick undergrowth of oak, ptne, and laurel. I 
was riding with the advance gnard, ahead of the column, 
sound asleep on my horse, when five or six shots were fired 
immediately in front, and, before I was fairly awake, anoth- 
er volley came fronj the right. I knew well what was up 
there, so, telling the boys to charge, and leading off myself 
■with a yell, which, of course, they all responded to, we dash- 
ed on. Their bullets flew over our heads, and, although we 
could see nothing, we heard them retreating at a gallop. It 
was only a picket-post that must have been informed of our 
approach, for they did not challenge. It was to answer the 
challenge that I rode with the advance, hoping to capture 
the picket and take possession of the bridge over the canal. 
It was not safe to advance farther in the dark, and without 
sup])ort ; I therefore turned off into the wood, planted an 
ambuscade for any tiling that might approach, and sent 
scouts to explore the ford and give information. I sent a 
courier to hasten up Johnson, established vedettes, and then 
laid down to get some sleep. 

Daylight came, and with it our couriers, who reported 
eight hundred infantry and an iron-clad battery at the ford 
to dispute our crossing, and also a courier from JohnBon, 
saying ho would soon join me, so I Btarted out ou a reooit- 
noissanoe. 
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Wlien I reached the canal I found they liad buvned the 

small bridge about a mila above Oldtown, but there was 

another of larger dimensions directly opposite the ford. A 

heavy fog enveioped the country for miles along the river 

and caoal, and nothing could be seen. This caused my ad' 

vanof, iindor Ketup, to rim into an ambuscade, by which be 

lost one man (Gorman) killed and two wounded. 

I deemed it prudent to dismount and wait for Johnson, 

fe^fao BOOH came np ; and as the enemy in ambush liad re- 

K tired after giving us a volley, I went forward with two or 

It-tbree men to bring off the wounded, and see if Gorman was 

dly dead. I foimd the poor fellow perfectly conscious, 

Flying on bis back, shot in the abdomen by a MiniiS ball, 

f -whicb bad torn a great bole, from which hia entrails pro- 

l.tmded. He was suffering intense pain, yet calm and ra- 

■ >^oaaI, although he knew be had but an hour to live. Ho 

Vtold me his name was not-Gorman, but Aristo. lie joined 

;SIB from a Louisiana regiment under a false name ; told me 

t to waste time with him if I had any thing to do, and 

E^ade me good-by. His hand, as I pressed it, was then cold, 

G died soon after. Ilis comrades rolled Jiim up in bis 

(wtddle-blanket, and buried liim where lie fell. 

When Johnson came np the mist had partially cleared 
l^way. Wo could see Oldtown, and a few Federal soldiers 
jcmed to be taking up the bridge. Johnson thought wo 
iboald make a dash for it, and went with me at the iiead of 
e column, his head-quarter flag in the rear, borne by a cou- 
There was a level stretch of road along the canal lead- 
ing into town, and on the other side of the canal, between it 
Wflai the river, a high riilge, partly cleared, and partly cover- 
d with trees and undergrowth. Not a man was to be seen, 
yad we started for town, but bad not proceeded half a mile 
'efbre a line of infantry opened upon ns a rapid and coutin- 
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nous Are. The ^istiince waa abont three hundred yards, bnt 
I presume thoy Lad fixed their sights for even a greater dis- 
tonoe, as they often do, for not a man ivaa !iit, and but two 
or three horses. Wc were just oppoMte the mouth of a ra- 
;. With one accord we left the road, ran up the ravine, 
I and took shelter behind the bill. 



XLVr. 
The 1st Maryland had come no farther down than tlie 
bridge. Captain Welch went to work and built a new one, 
over wliiuh McCauslaud marched three regiments, dismount- 
ed them, and formed line of battle between the river and 

' caual. Quito a lively fight euBucd, but it resulted in the re- 
treat of the enemy to the Virginia side of the river, where 
they took possession of a train of house-cars, walled iip on 
the inside with heavy cross-ties for breast-works. There 
was an iron-clad battery, formed of rail-bara, at each end, 
■with the locomotive in the centre. A large number of the 
enemy crowded Into these care, and the whole tr.iin was 
moved down tho track directly opposite the ford, within 
easy musket range of the bridge, and of tho space between 
the river and canal, and this was tho only place on which 

I we could place a gun to bear npon the train. 

3ne attempt was made to carry tlie ford with dismount- 
ed cavalry and my second battalion. We gained the river, 
and charged across under a heavy fire of shells and musket- 
ry, but could not go out on the other side. I drew up my 
squadron in single rank under the Virginia shore, in water 
knee-deep. Tho dismounted men waded through, and lay 
down on the edge of the water. TIi<?re was but one way 
out, and that was up the steep liill where tho road went 
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rth 'from the river, nuder an enfilading fire from tho t>at- 

Spring Run Station, on tho Baltimore and Ohio 
llroad, is exactly opposite. Besides the train there was 
f blocb-house, bnilt in the most approved style with 
mb-proof, having one hundred men iu it, commanded by 
•X Stowe, of Ohio. Tho block-house covered the ford 
i a distBnce of one hundred and fifty yards, with an open 
t between, except just before the bouse, where the trees 
r& 

'.t must be acknowledged that our prospects were none of 

e brightest. We had lost about a dozen men in the fight, 

3 yet gained nothing. I waited some time for McCaus- 

tnd to come to our aid, but, .is he did not make bis appcar- 

ice, I went over to leara his movements and make sorao 

iggestions. I fonnd hJm and Johnson in consultilion ; ex- 

ined to them fully the position on the other side, telling 

Hem it was absolutely necessary to bring one or two pieces 

^to bear upon the train and s!icll the infantry out of the cars. 

I described the country on the Virginia side, which I knew 

well, and convinced them of the fact that Kelly was sure to 

bring down any number of troops from Cumberland when 

b found that we were checked at the river. 

■They acknowledged the truth of my remarks, but said 

artillerymen could not livo under the musketry from 

Be train, and that the horses would be killed before they 

n)ld bring the guns into position, 
W-My horse had not been killed coming from the ford, and in 
a charge we had but five men killed ; so, leaving them to 
eir deliberations, I went back to Oidtown to see Lienten- 
^t McNalty, of the Bnltimcn-o Light Artillery, and get him 
Intake the aimoEt desperate position. I found him, as I 
(pected, ready for any thing. Accordingly, wo took two 
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pieces down to the bi-idge ; crossed it at a gallop ; had two 
horsea killed, whicli we dragged along dead in their har- 
ness ; got a position on the ridge ; uniimbered the pieces, 
already shotted and primed. The gunner was a Baltimo- 
rean named McElwee, and, though a brisk fire was opened 
on him, he coolly sighted his piece, and put a sis-pound 
shell through the boiler, which exjiloded with a loud report. 
That was one of the best shots made during the war, judg- 
ing from its effect, for every man except those in the iron- 
clad stampeded. The third or fourth shot entered the port- 
hole of the iron-clad, dismounted the brass pivot-gun, where- 
upon both were evacuated. But the way was still not clear; 
for there stood the block-house, really the gi'ealEr obstacle, 
from the fact that it could not bo seen from the Maryland 
side of the river. Lieutenant MoNulty wasted about fifty 
I shells feeling for it, only one of which pierced it through 

I the roof. 
When the iron-clads were deserted, one of Johnson's Vir- 
ginia regiments charged up the bank and received the fire 
from the block-house, by 'which it suffered severely in offi- 
cers and men. 
Thus matters continued for an hour and a lialf, MoCaus- 
laud and Johnson being unable to decide on what course to 
pui-sue. We were all collected in a body under tjio Vir- 
ginia shore, and if any one showed hia head above tlie bank 
a bullet was sure to whistle very near it. 
At length it was determined by McCausIand to make a 
sudden and fierce assault, and tiie 8th and Blst Virginia 
were ordered to be put in position to make the attack. 
Just then it was suggested by some one to demand a 8Hr- 
rerider, notifying the commanding officer that, imlcss ha 
complied, no quarter would be given after the place waa 
taken. The two generals wondered that this had not been 
. : - 
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I thought of before. Johnson wrote the message, which I 
I seut by two of my men, Kidd and McCauI, one of whom 
I was afterward in prison with me. They lied a white haod- 
I terchief lo a cane, and advanced boldly to the block-house. 
The officer replied that bis timo was nearly out, and, if hia 
loen and officers were paroled, he would surrender. Most 
fortunate for us ; it, no doubt, saved us many lives. 
L I mounted my horsG and rode forward to assist iu form- 
ting the men, and soon after was ordered to scout the coun- 
" try and find out what bad become of the escaped enemy. 
They had gone to Cumberland. 

After destroying the traiu we moved round to Spring- 
field, nine miles on the Koraney Road, camped two days to 
LTefresb our horses, and on the 3d of August went to Rom- 
■ ney. Hero all the wagons, dismounted men, and crippled 
[horses were sent to the Valley. 

Wo marched out in the direction of New Creek, wbicb 
UoCaasland had determined to capture, and which I bc- 
jJieve would have been done had there boon proper concert 
I of action ; but we spent two days uselessly, and were foiled 
liDost signally in that expedition, although McCausland did 
l-assault and capture one fort. We lost forty or fifty men, 
I gaining nothing by tlie trip. Most of the regiments were 
li demoralized, principally because of the amount of plunder 
Lthey were allowed to carry. 



We returned to the Moorfiold Valley, and camped in the 

"old field," our brigade being on one side of the I'iver and 

liMoCausland's on the other. The 1st Maryland and my bat- 

§t)vHon were near each other, about five hundred yards from 
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Job neon 's bcad-qnarterH, at llie house of Mr. McNeil. Feel- 
ing iiQwell,! went to my old fi-iend Van Meter's, leaving di- 
rections to call me if required. About 3 AJU. I received 
orders to saddle up, ready to move ; not a word about the 
Federals coming, and I thought we were merely making an 
early start for the Valley ; Jiccordingly, I saddled my mare 
and rode over to camp. The horses of my command were 
tied all along a crosa fence, and, after seeing them all sad- 
dled iip, I tied my mare, spread an oil-cloth on part of the 
hay sliQ was eating, rested my head on a fence-log, and was 
soon asleep. 

It waa not long before I was roused hy a shot in the di- 
rection of the Ist Maryland, and so near that I toolc it to bo 
I eome one cleaning his pistol. Even a second shot hardly 
I 'Caused mo to open my eyea, for our men had a bad way of 
firing whenever the fancy strack them, Ilad the shot come 
from the picket-line I should have soon been wide awake. 
I then heard two or three horses tramping near me, but 
this too did not disturb me, for I knew they had been stray- 
ing for food. I then heard myself addressed with " Get np, 
damn you," and recognized the twang at once ; at the same 
instant a shot waa fired by the speaker, the ball striking the 
rail on which my head was resting. There were two mount- 
ed men in the field, and I saw the head of a colnmn on tho 
road, all dressed in gray. I was somewhat confused. As I 
rose to my feet the trooper nearest fired at me agaiu, de- 
fenseless as I seemed to be, crying " Surrender 1" T saw 
that I was in great danger, cocked my pistol aa I drew it 
from the holster, and, as he advanced, cried, "There, take 
it," pulled the trigger, and he was no better than a dead 
man. His horse wheeled and carried him nearly into the 
road before he fell. Ilis comrade sung out so that all could 
hear, " What in tho hell are you doing ? you are killing your 
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own men." I stood 111 understr reck. As tho follow waa in 
full Confederate ntiiforni,! asked him what he belonged to; 
he replied, "To Captain Harvy GJlmor's command." Had 

I he giveu me my proper rank he might iiavc fooled me; but 
wiien he said captain, I told him he waa a lying acoundrel, 
and fired two shots before he fell. I knew theao men must 
hhe Jessie scouts. 
While tiiis aiMr was going on, many of my men had 
mounted and come to me, for I too had mounted after kill- 
Big the first man. The day waa just dawning, and we could 
inee that a large number of tho enemy were upon us. We 
made a charge and drove them back, but then discovered 
"that two squadrons had got round ua on the west, while a 
whole regiment waa making ils way rapidly through the 
flats on the other side. By this time we were near the 1st 
Haryland camp, and heard the poor fellows call out to each 
other, " Stand firm, men ; stand firm." And I saw the ene- 
iny riding them down, slashing right and left mth their sa^ 
;ome crying "Surrender, yon house-burning ecouu- 
■ek!" othera, " Kill every damned one of them." 
I was just ordering my men to dismount and pull down 
le fence, when my attention waa directed to the enemy'a 
itting in our rear. There waa nothing left ua but to cut 
>Our way through to Johnson's head-quartera, and it was in 
doing so that we lost so many. 'One of my men. Lieutenant 
Kiohardson, disnionnted, gave the general hia horse, and waa 
himself captured. 

In that struggle' I lost my "best bower," Poor Kemp 
killed. I tried hard to save him, hut had to see him 
iflie. We had nearly all got through a fence, when I saw 
Kemp engaged with a powerful fellow, who waa closing in 
^Rpoa him with sword upraised. Kemp always carried two 
L'jplstols ; in one he had but one load ; that he fired upon his 



adversary, but missed, then threw the pistol at him and 

(■truck him in the breast. The trooper closed in upon Lim 

before he could draw bis second pistol, and, seizing him by 

' the hair, tried to drag him off the borse, at the same time 

I lashing him across the shoulders with his sabre. Kemp 

\ held down his head and look it all, the while trying to draw 

-his pistol. I had cut my way to him, had raised myself in 

the stirrups with nplifted sabre to cleave the fellow's skull, 

when Kemp discharged his pistol into bis fitomach, and ha 

was free. 

While this was going on, most of the boys had got oat 
of the field through a gap in the fence. I called Kemp to 
follow me, and having found a place with a rail oft", I pnt mj 
,re to it, and leaped over with ease. Kemp was in the act 
of doing the same, when his borse was shot and fell. By 
the time ho was on his feet he was aun-ounded. He fongbt 
br.ively and desperately, refusing to surrender. T saw him 
sink down in the corner of tbe fenoo while filing his last 
shot. I shot one, and he knocked down two before they 
killed him. 

It was now a close shave for me to escape down a narrow 
lane near where the whole Federal column that we bad been 
fighting were posted ; and when I got clear I bad but five 
men with me, nor did I know what had become of the resti 
But I felt sure that McCausland's brigade on the other side 
of the river would repulse the enemy. In fact, two hundred 
determined men would have prevented the disaster. 

I had on a pair of dark blue pants, a United States mili- 
tary hat, and red oversbirt, having strapped my gray jacket 
behind the saddle, and therefore looked much like a Federal 

It was very foggy. I was moving toward Pattersoa 
Creek Mountain, when I heard a tremendous yeli in the di- 
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tection of the forO, and, soon after, volley after volley of 
small-arms. Had McCauslaod met the CDoray and repulsed 
them? Cheered with the thought, I dashed back acroaa 
the fields, jumped the fence, gained the road, and, without 
stopping to look through tbo fog to see whether they wcro 
Federals or Confederates, found myself in the midst ofa col- 
blue cavalry charging for the ford, I perceived at 
once that they mistook me for one of their own officers ; so, 
I drawing my sahre, I cheered them on till I got a good 
when I jumped the fence again, went toward tho 
mountain, and soon joined our own men. 

We had not gone far before we came up with five troop. 
era who were trying to catch two or three loose horses. 
We took charge of them, made our way to the foot of the 
mountain opposite Moorfield, then crossed the river and 
joined our scattered forces. 

I fonnd General Johnson there with about two hundred 
tneuj all be had succeeded in stopping in tlieir mad flight. 
A complete surprise had been thus efiected, and with disas- 
trous results to us, by Averill's cavalry. Forty -five men and 
six officers were lost from my battalion ; among them, Cap- 

Itain J.L. Clark, one of my brothers, and my cousiu William 
G , taken prisoifers. The Ist Maryland lost still more 
heavily. We lost all our artillery, and every caisson but 
one. It was a wretched carelessness, enough to warrant 
heavy blame indeed, but it may not be of any advantage 
now to inquire to whom the blame should attach for not 
guarding properly against such a surprise. The enemy 
came no farther than Moorfield, and we reached the Shen- 
andoah Valley the same evening. I proceeded to Mount 
Airy, where GeneralJohason soon after joined me, making 
it his head-quarters, and there wo rested quietly two or 
three days. 
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I HAD lost my battle-flag at Moorfield, but the ladiea here 
made mo another, ami a beautifal one it was. Well worn, 
and used up with hnrd service, it was stilt with the com- 
mand at the time I was captured. 

General Early's army was at Fisher's Hitl, and, ahont the 
12th of August, we moved to report to hira there. John- 
son, with his brigade, was sent on picket duty on the back 
road, while I was kept near head-quailers with both battal- 
ions, to scout in Early's front. 

General L. L. Lomax having soperseded Ransom in com- 
mand of the cavalry, I reported to him for duty, and, at my 
request, was given special service at head-quarters. I at 
once established two camps — one in the rear, for broken- 
dovi-n liorses, and the other near Lomas, ready for any 
duty. 

General Fitz Lee arrived at Cheater's Gap, near Front 

i Royal, and Anderson's corps was at Calpepper, coming on. 

I General Sheridan, however, did not like the appearance of 

I these movements, and, leaving his advanced position near 

Btrasburg, fell back to Winchester, where Early moved foi"- 

ward to attack him. 

When -we left Strasburg I was ordered to form the rear 
guard of the whole army, to prevent straggling. This was 
the first time an army had moved down the Valley witbont 
being in front. At my solicitation, my senior officer 
a put in command of the rear, while I wont to the front 
and fell in witb the advance guard. 

General Early marched twenty miles that day, and came 
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) with tho enemy at "Windiealer, where the Sixth Corps 
was ia position on tlie heights souihwcst of that town. His 
line exteudei] eaatward to the Front Koyal Koad. Win- 
chester was about a mile and half in the rear. 

On our side, Gordon formed in lino of battle on the right, 
KBamseuf in the centre, Wharton on the left. The Federals 
I irere massed principally iu front of Kamseiir and AVbanon, 

n what is called Bowles's Hill. Hero most of the artillery 
I VSB in position. 

The sun was just setting when the engagement became 
i. general, and Wharton was turning the enemy's right in fine 
[■ Btyle. I had volunteered OTi Ramseur's staff, and occupied 
% position from which nearly the wholo of both lines were 
Lviaible. Ramsenr fonght Bparingly nntil Wliarlon liad got 
trell round, when both charged at the same time. Wbar- 
E|4on had, in the charge, to go through a strip of wood, where 
tfihe heai-iest line of Federals was posted. They waited un- 
L til we had entered the wood before they opened upon us, 
f Kid it was a splendid sight when those thousand lightnings 
I in that darkened wood Hashed forth. 

For one moment, but only for a moment, Wharton's divi- 
t. eion seemed surprised and somewhat checked ; in the nest 
F bis men gave a yell, and dashed at the enemy through a 
U rough abatis of trees hastily felled and brought together. 
Cd!lie enemy /eft our determination, gave up the position, and 
L fell back in some confusion to the crest of the hill, where 
|-i%facir artillery was. Wharton merely closed up his line on 
blbo ground whore the enemy had held possession, and then 
Ij^hed without hesitation toward the artillery, bnt they lim- 
^%ered up and hurried oiF before our boys could reach them. 
tamseur's division attacked the hill at the sanio time, and 
Poftrried it in gallant style. 

At this moment it was ascertained that a sad mistake had 
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been made by Gordon's left overlapping Ramaeiir's right in 
a dense corn-field, and they were firing into each other heav- 
ily. Raioseur asked me to hurry oa to the place, conuecl 
tbe two lines, and stop such nonsense. Gff I started, riding 
down the rear of the line. It was now qnite dusty, and I 
. tliink I never was under a heavier fire of artillery and muB- 
ketry. Uolraes Conrad was with me, and several timee 
each ihougbt the other struck. Once we heard a large 
fragment of shell fluttering in the air ; both dodged below 
our horses' backs. It struck my saddle-skirt within an inch 
of my knee, but did no damage. I had some difficulty in 
connecting the lines, and came near being shot by a party 
of Georgians in the corn-field. They tired without hailing, 
missed me, but killed my horse. I crawled to a stone fence 
near by and commenced a parley with them. Conrad had 
stopped somewhere to straighten things out, and I was 
alone. I convinced them at last that I was no Yankee, and 
two of them came to see if there was no more of us along 
the fence, and finding all right, the commanding officer of 
the sharpshooters readily connected his line with Ramseur'a, 
Just then a skirmisher brought in a New Jersey adjutant, 
and I mounted his horse, promising to return him the next 
morning. 

I did not return to Ramseur, but kept ahead of the skir^ 
mishers, hoping to capture a good horac to replace the one 
I had lost, I had hardly got out of sight of tiio line when 
I came suddenly upon twenty-five or thirty infantry lying 
down behind a stone fence. I was too near them lo think 
of retreating, so I rode boldly in among tbem, and roared 
out, in as angry a voice as I could command, to lay down 
their arms and surrender, crying out at the same time to 
imaginary force behind me, "Boys, don't firel don't fire! 
they'll surrender." And they did surrender without a mo- 
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I luent'a hesitation, and I marched them back to the ekirmisU- 
ine.* I 
I started off again, hut had not proceeded far before I 
I caught another soldier, and, while questioning him, I heard 
I & troop of cavalry moTing on llie Millwood Turnpike. Hav- 
I jng but one, I let him go, and went toward the road to ex- 
r plore. There seemed to be not more than fifty, so I halted 
them and asked what company that was. "The Ist New 
Jersey," was the reply. "All right," said I, moving off 
without giving him lirao to ask any impertinent questions. 
Back I went to the skinnish-line, and asked the command- 
ing officer to give rae a detail to capture them. " I can not 
do it," was the reply. As the whole line had come lo a 
halt, I was afraid the Feda would move off before I could 
get a chance at them, so I took Conrad, whom I found 
there, with me, and went again to t>LC Millwood Koad. 

I There is a little hill juat above the road, and as we passed 
it we came io sight of a dense line drawn up within two 
hundred yards of Winchester. Conrad stopped on the hill, 
while I rode straight on and called out to tlicm to surren- 
der, or I would order my men to firo on them from a stone 
fence which was fortunately where I pretended to have my 
men concealed. 
At first the lieutenant in command refused, and wanted 
to parley, but I told him if he did not at once surrender I 
would empty every saddle at the first fire. Just then I 
heard one of his men say it was of no use to hold out. The 
lieutenant then asked me what he should do. I told him to 
dismount his men, and form them in line io front of Iheir ' 
horses. This order was instantly obeyed! I then made 
them all take off their arms and lay ihem in a pile. This 
• Genernl LomaK bears tcstimonj Io tlia Irnlh of this st.ilt^nii'nt. — 
Baltimore, Noa, 24, 1BG5. 
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done, I marcbwl thorn forward, getting between them and 
their* arms, and sent Conrad for some of the Bkirmisbera to 
coma and take charge of the prisouers, to wbom I handed 
over forty-eight of them, Conrad assisted me in tying the 
f horses together, and received three for his ehare. Soon aft- 
T the skirmiah-line was passing by, and nearly every pUtol 
Uid carbine was stolen. 

I got a detail of four sldrmishers to help me with the 
boraes, and next day they were taken to Newtown for my 
dismounted men. This was a great help to me, and swelled 
my commanil considerably, for since the affair at Moorfield 
it was greatly reduced in number. 

NcKt morning I reported to General Early, who was then 
^^ft holding a council of war. I was acquainted with moat of 
^^K tile generals, and received many warm congratulations from 
^^^L^bem for my two exploits. 

^^P XLIX. 

^^^K Earlt then asked what he could do for me. I told Mm 
^^^Pthat I had a request to make in which I felt deeply interest- 
^^^ ed, than which he could do me no greater favor — the release 
of my two men then under arrest for firing on the provost 
guard, the result of a drunken broil, and who would most 
certainly hai'c been shot. He at once told Colonel Pendle- 
ton to make ont an order for their release, which I took to 
them myself imd set them free, at the same time ^ving 
them a severe lecture for their bad conduct. 
For some time after this, with my command,! acted as 
advance guard for Loma.Va division, and I twice entered 
,Martinsbuvg. 

General Lomax had come to the Valley about the Isl of 
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August ; had five brigades of Ransom's former divUidn, these 

" ooDsUtntiiug a division now. These were, Vaughan's (Tenti.), 

Bradley Johusou's, Jackson's (W. L,), McCausland's, Imbo- 

» den's — on paper, 13,000 men ; offectivo men, 800 ! 
About the 24tb of August Lomax moved forward to take 
Jnrt iu an attack on Sheridan near Charlestown. Kershaw's 
division moved down the BerryTille Road, forming the right 
of the line, with Fitz Leo's cavalry on his Bank and in hia 
fi^ont. Gordon was to connect with his left ; Rhodes with 
Gordon's left ; Lomax on the extreme left of the whole line, 
■with Kamseur, Wharton, and Pegram in reserve. TJie lino 
was a very long one, and the design was, if possible, to 
bring on a general engagement, 

Tliis movement, I think, was not expected by the enemy, 
who did but httlo with their infantry; but their cavalry 
foiigiit well on our left, which they made three attempts to 
tarn. Rhodes did most of tho fighting, and lost about two 
hundred men in killed and wonndcd, but inflicted a severe 
loss npon the enemy, who fonght behind hastily-constructed 
barriers and stone fences. 

As we moved np early in tho morning, wo came suddenly 
^pon somo safeguards left by General Wright for protection 
^f the citizens. From them we learned that the 6th (Ped- 
al) Corps was only about two miles oftj in the direction 
jof Leetown, and their camp in front of Mrs. Daniel's house. 
■<ilt surprised us to find no pickets, wiiich made us suspect a 
X.foap. Bradley Johnson sent mc out with the two Mary- 
lad battalions to reconnoitre, instructing mc to charge the 
Bwwnp if I thought it practicable to do bo before the enemy 
£j fiiecovercd us. 

Johnson was in front, and I begged him to attack with 

. whole brigade without farther preparation ; but too 

ttucb time was spent in getting ready, and wheu about to 
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charge upon tbelr ivagonB, then not hitched up, I found the 
enemy all roused up and forming in line. 

I fell baclc to tbe brigade, and reported to Johnson what 
I had discovered, telling him not many minutes would elapse 
before he woald be attacked by cavalry, which I bad seen 
drawn up in line. Then General Lomas put me in com- 
mand of the 19lh and 20th Virginia regiments, of Jackson's 
bi'igade, iu addition to my two Maryland battalions, and or- 
dered nie to hold the Leetown Road, on the extreme left. I 
had hardly dismounted the leih regiment, and placed them 
in position in the wood, when wo were charged in fine style 
by a regiment of cavalry in column. 

Tbe 19th let them come quite near, and then opened upon 
them a steady fire, which threw them into some confusion, 
when I ordered Captain Welch to charge them with the let 
Maryland, and Captains Dorsey and Burke to support him. 
The boys routed them handsoraely, driving them back to 
their reserve, taking some prisoners, and killing and wound- 
ing a small number. 

Lomax witnessed the whole affair, and came up, exclaim- 
ing, " Well done, Gilmor — well done." At this moment my 
vedettes from the loft and front reported a brigade moving 
around to attack mo on the left flank. Lomax sung out, 
"For God's sake, Gilmor, don't let them turn your loft; I 
am hard pressed myself by a heavy line of infantry skirmish- 
ers." " All right, sir ; when they get round my flank there 
won't be many of my boya left." 

A whole brigade was then plainly seen winding along. 
I moved the IDfch and 20th to the left, and put them in a 
splendid position in a belt of wood within musket-shot of 
Mrs. Daniel's house. Farther to the left was an extensive 
corn-field, next to this a meadow, and back of this another 
field, on the edge of which was Mr. Coyle'^ house. 
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It was iu tliis tiolJ that I drew up the two Marylsinil bat- 
Bcdtons, ready to nssUt llic 1 9tli and 20t]j, or ropul^i: u charge 
1 the flank. The Maryland battalions were hidden fi-oni 
i enemy by a small knoll in their front, on the top of 
luch was a division fence. Two or three men quietly laid 
r the fence, and all was made clear for a charge. 
The fight had by this time become general along the 
whole ofRhodes'a front, with one continuona roar of mus- 
ketry and artillery. 

Noon came, and still no general attack had been made on 
my front, although a good deal of heavy skirmishing had 
been kept up. I was sitting with Captain Welch on the 
kuoll, from whence I could see every thing that was going 
' on ; my servant had just brought us a basket of provisions, 
the enemy all the while amusing themselves witli shelling 
^e wood, to drive out my dismounted men, when I discov- 
J a movement that I thought was intended against them 
B fronl. I felt sure they could not be driven out if the men 
K)d firm, but I was afraid to leave them to themselves ; 
(j tumbling the corn-cakes, ham, and chicken into the bask- 
t, and ordering Welch not to bring up hia command unless 
■e enemy broke through,! mounted and rode toward the 

K)d. 

t ■X had only time to say I expected every man to remain 
^b^e he was, and hold the position at all liazards, when 
e'a brigade came down on us, led by the 12th Pennsyl- 
i, commanded by Colonel Bell. I recognized the regi- 
wnt at once by his horse. 

1 made my boya lio low until they came within a hundred 
i«rds, when I gave tho word to fire, which, with a deafen- 
ing yell, was done, and a good many saddles were emptied ; 
"Jolonel Bell fell, mortally wounded. 
The regiment was thrown into disorder, and some of the 
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hoi'Boa Ixjcame bo ungovernable that they brought their 
riders iuiioiig ub, and these were captured. It ivas only the 
IStli that had given fire ; the 20th wore made to hold up as 
a reserve. The enemy made another i'aint attempt, and 
then retired to the poaition held by their artillery, which 
now opened a furious and incessant lire on the wood. My 
hoya laid down under the trees, and not a man was killed ; 
but many were wounded by fragments of shell and limbs 
of trees cut off and falling on them. They stood it bravely, 
and expressed their determination to hold out as long aa X 
saw fit to keep them there. 

My mounted men had not been seen by the enemy, who 
kept very quiet with hia cavalry while the artillery was at 
work. 

Lomax sent his statF officer to toll me how much he was 
pleased with the resalt, and to impress upon mo the import- 
ance of holding the position. 

"When Colonel Bell fell, his horse wheeled and ran back 
to the reserve, and was then mounted by his adjotan^ whose 
horse had been killed in the charge. 

After an hour's heavy shelling and some sharp skirmish- 
ing, I discovered another and a moro formidable movement 
in front, and, giving inBtructions to the officere, I went over 
to the cavalry, put it in position to make a connter charge, 
and had but just got to the mounted men when a sudden 
and desperate charge was made on the wood in which the 
two Virginia regiments were lying. The charge was a bold 
and determined one, hut the men had hastily thrown np a 
light barricade of rails, and would not give an inch. About 
fifty Federals cut their way throngh, hut these we soon ran 
' down and captured, with a squadron from the Ist Mary- 
land, nnder Lieutenant Wm. Dorsey and myself. It was a 
regular hunt, and some of them had to be chased half a mile 
before they were taken. 
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I was riding my old Boirel, and, Ijaviiig recognized Colo- 
nel Bell's liorsc, I gave cliaso and cauglit up with Iiiiii, aft- 
er riding about five liuniired yards, and ebot tiie horse in 
the Iiip. HiB rider claimed to bo adjutant of the 12th Penn- 
sf Ivaoia regiment, and a son of Governor Ctiilin. The sad- 
dle was covered with blood. The horse was decidedly tho 
finest in the brigade, of a beautiful bright cream color, with 
black legs, mane, and tail, and as gay as a peacock. After 
he bad recovered from his wound in the bip I gave him to 
General Lomas, and ho was riding bim when I was cap- 
tured. 

While all this was going on. Captain Welch, with tbe rest 
of tbe raonnted men, made a charge to take the enemy in 
flank, but as soon as be showed himself every gun opened 
upon bim at short range. It would have been useless 
elangh^r to have gone on, so I called thera off. 
^In tie fight only four of the Virginians were killed, and 
rat twelve wounded, olitcfly by sabre-cuts, while tbe ene- 

j'b loaa was very heavy in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
B sun was setting when this lively affair was over, and 

B were not again molested. We slept on our arms in the 
i adjoining Mr. Coyki's bouse. 



L. 

[FOEB daylight on the following morning my scoots re- 
ted that the enemy had fallen back to a bill nearer 
lU'lestown, on Gibson's farm, which had been fortified 
fcing the day by the infantry, and that all their infantry 
I retreated to Harper's Ferry, leaving nothing in onr 
KRt but their large force of cavalry, numbering not loss 
n 8000 men. It seems strange, no doubt, bow wq could 
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j;;i!n such accurate information ; but it happened that foi 
ul' our iiieu went that night to Halltown, aud, mixing 
with the wagoners, talked freely to tlie men and office 
and gained all the information ihey desired. It was ve 
dark, and they could have gone where they pleasM li 
they behaved properly; but, like most youngsters, the; 
must have their fun, and they played a prank whicl^eavl; 
cost one of the party his life. 

After finding out all they wanted to know, it seems the] 
hunted up a quarter-master, and tried to take him priaoni 
in the midst of his toamstors. This was not as easily doi 
as they expected. A tight ensued, and then, of course, U 
party took to their lieeis. One of them, who was riding 
Btumbling horse, met with what came near being a &tgl : 
cident. They ran off on a rocky lane, followed by a fe' 
cavalry. The Bturabler pitched head foremost dow^ stei 
hill, broke his neck, and Reynolds, his rider, much Stiinni 
and cut, was picked up and carried to their camp iu Charlt 
town, and would have been hung nest day Ijad lie not mai 
his escape. I was the first man he met, and I did not kao< 
him, BO terribly was he bruised and swelled about the h< 
and, withal, very lame. 

The nbiquitous H B it was who took charge 

this scout. His report was immediately sent to G-eii' 
Lomax, and just before daylight I was ordered, with 
two Maryland battalions, to turn the right flank of the 
on wliich the breast-works were, and at sunrise to att 
them in flank and reaf, but ^ot to risk too much. 

At sunrise I moved on the enemy's extreme right, and 
very lively stirmish was kept up all the time I w 
to get round them. In doing this, I passed the hodse i 

Captain A , where I saw two young ladies lately TOtar 

ed fi'om Baltimore, but could only shake hands and reeoii 



[fresh roll and slice of ham. The firiDg of tlie skintiiahers 
■waa quite lively ahead, and as my battalion came aloDg I 
had to take luy place at the head of the columii, the ladies 
waving ihciu handkei'chiefs and giving a cheering worti lor 
all as tbey^issed. This was responded to by a shout, 
which (vas heard by the enemy, who eould not see ua, a 
Blrip of wood intervening, and they commenced falling 
back, evidently thinking a heavy force was coining up upon 
their flank. Only a Bkirmish-linQ was in the breast-works 
ivhen we came in sight of them, and when wo took posses- 
ion the sun was but half an hour high, and not a gun bad 
yet been heard on our right. 
I reported to Gci«?ral Lomas the result of my advance, 
then followed np their cavalry, skirmishing with tboir 
guard nnlil we readied Charlestowii, where we fell in 
the rest of our cavalry and some infantry, that were 
pressing them from that side. Most of the enemy's cavalry 
halted near Duffiold'a Depflt, where they camped, I did 
B Bftmo near Brown's shop, on the Baltimore and Ohio 
lad, where we remained for three days watching their 
Iry force, and scouting in the direction of Shepherds- 

and Martin Bburg. 

'B the morning of the 27th wo joined Generals Loma."£ 

'Pita Lee, and went to Falling Waters, tlircatening to 

& crossing into Maryland, while General Breckinridge 

id their oavahy at Shepherdstowu. As usual, my 

land was sent to scout in front, with orders to pitch 

whatever I found on our side of the Potomac, and, if I 

ided in whipping them, I was to cross the river, take 

lion of Williamsport, and hold it until Lee came up. 

[y two battalions numbered only one hundred and sev- 

men, and it seemed to me nnreasonable to expect 

loh from BO small a band. However, it was not for mo 
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to reraoDEtratc or complain ; my mle of conduct was to try 
HO I moved on toward Falling Waters with tlio Kiost of Biy 
command, Hetiding Captain Gus Dorsey by anotliei- road, 
with a email squadron, to prevent our being surrounded c 
the enemy's coming up in our rear. GeneraiTitz Lee bad 
halted some miles of^ near HaiDesville, to graze, and this -was 
my only support. 

Wlien I reached a high hill overJooking Falling "Waters, 
we camo upon a strocg picket force. Captaia Welch was 
ordered to charge with the first squadron. His course lay 
down a steep bill, where the road turns to the left, having 
the river bank on one side and a deep marshy pond on the 
other. Across this narrow passage th^ enemy liad built a 
etiif rail barricade, and Welch was forced to fall back. I. 
did not see the obstruction, and dashed on at the bead of 
the next squadron, having previously sent thirty men to th» 
left, around the hill, to strike them in flank. My boys, how- 
ever, did not stop for the barricade, but pushed through, and 
drove the enemy so fast that he left a good deal of plundef 
and some horses tied to tbe trees. I lost three good men b1 
the bamcade, and one killed. Buck Price, who was a great' 
loss. 

.After limning them two miles, I was told by some citi- 
zens to look out for a column of llireo or lour hundred c 
ing out on another road. My scouts soon confirmed thi^ 
and I fell back to Falling Waters, where Dorsey joined ns.' 
He had run into the same column, exchanged shots witb 
them, and they, thinking this side of the river would not b(P 
a safe place for the night, crossed over to William sport. 

It was now late in the evening. I knew it would bo \VX\ 
possible for mo to cross in the face of so m.any, and tb«f6; 
fore returned and reported to General Lomax, wbotoltl n^ 
to go into camp, which I did in a very good plaoa'wbei^ 
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horscfeed nod rationa wore abnndant. Nothing material oc- 
currad nntil we moved to Smitlifield, where wo Ibimd both 
Lomax and Fitz Lee, with their cavalry diviaions in position 
chiefly east aud west of thu town. 



LI. 
Sdox after my arrival at tho laat-mentioned place, Gener- 
al Lomas told ine that Colonel Jackson's brigade was on 
picket near Leetown, and that about two hundred of the 
enemy had been running them in all tho morning ; " yet I 
know," said he, "there ore not more than two hundred 
down there, for my scouts have just come from then' rear. 
Now I want you to take your two battalions, clmi-go them 
below Leetown, where Colonel Evans has established liia 
pickets, and run them off." 

I repeat his exact words, becanse of the unfortunate re- 
mit of the espedition. Well I know ho would not have 
if me on so rash an enterprise had the trae facts been rc- 
ied to him. Lomas was one of the most generous, hou- 
learted men in the service, brave to a fanlt, wnd he deep- 
sit the loaa of every man ; since the days of Ashby there 
none I loved better. 

I moved through Smithfield, and took the road to 
iwn, and had not gone more than a mile and a half 
I came upon Colonel Evans in a wood, skirmishing in 
a lively way, his being the only regiment then on 
inclcet. He told me be did not think there was more than 
a regiment in our front. I told him that General Lomax 

I wished him to re-estabiish his picket at Leetown, and, if ho 
htald form all his men on the left of tho road.I would de- 
Kv some skirmishers on the right, aud advance on tho one- 



240 FOUR YEiES IK TOE SADDLE. 

luy. He assented at oace, aod commenced collecting liiu 
men on llie left. 

I ordered my brother, Lientenant Gilraor, to take every 
man in my command who had a long-range gun, abont forty 
in dSt deploy them as skirmishers on mj right, and charge 
through the wood, there not very wide. He had hardly de- 
ployed and commenced firing when the enemy made a dash 
at Evans, and ran his men pellmell out of the wood, scat- 
tering them in every direction. We opened with pistols 
front the road and checked them, but at this moment I saw 
a colamn, four abreast, coming down on the turnpike at s 
charge. A sergeant was far ahead of thom all ; as he came 
out of the wood he was knocked ont of the saddle by half 
a dozen balls. 

I had ordered the 1st Maryl.and to be held in reserve, 
and they were not with us when we met tlie charge^ It 
was a severe shock when wo did meet, but the enemy (6tli 
Regulars) gave way, and a slashing race began. "We had 
captured about thirty prisoners, and were still running them 
(I was thinking of what Lomas 1)ad told me about there 
being only two .hundred opposed to us), when suddenly s 
heavj' column was seen charging down upon us in front, 
and it column coining through the fields at us on each Jlank 
— it was Sheridan's cavalry, numbering several thoasand. 
We wheeled and tried to get out of the trap, but the col- 
umn in flank got among ns and began playing the very 
devil. Wc afterward learned that our information wag cor-i 
rect in regard to the two hundred men who made the dEuly 
raid upon onr pickets, but unfortunately on that very day 
came Sheridan's ca^'alry, numbering several thousand men^. 
trying to get in Early's rear, and thus placed us in such a 
critical condition. 

One of the other columns would have struck ns in Hnnlc 
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bnt for the coolness, presence of mind, and undaunted Lrav- 
of Captain Gus Dorsey, of Howard County, JVId. He 

■as dreased in blue pantaloons, and an army shirt (no jack- 
1, and a glazed cap, and looked not unlike a Federal offi- 
cer. Seeing the column about to cnt off hia wliole company, 
he put 8|inra to his Lorsc, leaped the fence, and, dashing 
alone rigbt up to the advancing column, called out in a loud, 
steni voice, " By fours, right about wheel, march !" and the 
1 charge, taking hiia to be one of his superiors, re- 
peated the order to hia comniaad, and they wheeled. 

The enemy were now completely mixed up with ns, all 
matting, and alashing, and pistoling right and lelV. The race 
«ODtinaed over three miles, and throughout the whole dis- 
tance this scene of horror was going on. I was at the rear 
of my command, and almost fiurroutided. My cousin (Iloff- 
man Gilmor) and John Gary were all of my men who were 
near me at the time that I can now recollect. My name 
was called. I looked back, and saw an officer making for 
me pistol in hand, shot after shot from it coming rapidly. 
I had not a load in mine, and expected every instant to get 
a ball in my back. I knew he was closing up, and, while 
looking over my shoulder, I saw him in the act of leaning 
over to put his pistol against my body. I leaned over all I 
ijould, hoping to receive only a glancing shot. I fdt him 
bosh the muzzle against my side, and seemed to feel the bul- 
" It crashing through my frame. What a mangled condition 
Qfroiild I bo in after the pursuing column had ridden over me ! 
this passed in the flash of a moment. Thought was busy, 

itermptedbythe click of a pistol's hammer falling upon an 
i*mpty tube! My sabre flashed a rear cut; he caught it oti 
his pistol barrel. At the same instant his horse bounded 
alongsido, I rose iip in the stirrups to give a cnt in front. 
Li the former sti-oke I was obliged to turn the sabre i)i 
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tierce, and had not time to take again tbe proper grip, tliere- 
fore mor^ of the flat tban the edge struck him, breaking lh» 
blade in the middle. The blow was a heavy one, and would 
have cleft his head open to the throat bad it struck fair 
it was, tbe concussion mugt have killed bim but for the thick 
felt army hat. The man rolled from his horse, but was 
his feet in an instant. At tbe same moment I saw so: 
one lean over on his horse and shoot bim through tbo head. 
For that shot I have to tbank . 

Wbeu we got back to tbo wood whence wo had first 
started, I saw tbe Ist Maryland drawn up ready for s, 
charge. I made my men break to right and left to let them 
throngii, Tbo enemy were light at my back, and the l3t 
Maryland doubtless thought all belonged to me, although I 
yelled out for them to charge. They did not move, howev- 
er, until tlie column had fairly struck them full in iront, 
when tlie whole battalion gave way and ran like mad — 
friend and foe all mixed up together, cutting and slasbin|[ 
at each other right and left. Veiy few pistols were used, 
or our loss would have been twice as heavy. 'SVheii s horga 
fell, a dozen or more would go blundering over liini, and a 
sickening sight it was to behold many with brokeu necka. 

saved my life a second time by killing an o; 

who was closing up and had already fired three times a6. 

lue. He and stuck by me to the last, and bebaved 

with unparalleled coolness and bravery. 

After getting through the wood 1 turned into a field oi 
the right, and, having rallied a few men, with Captain Welch^ 
checked the pursuit for a while, and even ran them back a, 
littlo way, but it was only for a few minutes. There ■ 
two brigades after us, Cuater's and Devins'a, and the whole 

in their rear to siipport tlicni. Wo rnlliod 
checked them twice more, and then had to run like mad, ov' 
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€ry one for himself, lo keep from being taken. With atont 
B dozen others, I was cot off from the road, and had to make 
for a wood away to the right, comiug out upon the Opcquou. 
They chased us to williin a mile of Smithfield, when they fell 
back to the hil! and opened od ua with artillery, shelling us 
rapidly, until General Lomax ordered ns to retire. 
Officers and men behaved bravely in the fight ; among otii ■ 

era, the color-bearer, John S. P , who waa in the hottest 

places ail the time. He held on to the colors, though there 

were two bullet-holes m the flag and several sabre-outs on 

the staff. A finer soldier is seldom found. I lost twenty- 

' fix of my bravo boys, and sad, sad was my heart on account 

' Of it. 

The general expressed great boitow at the result, and 
complimcuted the men for their gallantry. 

General Lomax's scouts had not gone as far m they wore 
Ordered, and it seems tliia whole cavalry corps, commanded 
l»y Torbert, had eome into the road just after they left. 

iSoon after I Lad reached the ford to which I had been 
Bent, I saw, on the other side of the Opequou, 8000 of the 
enemy's cavalry march by. Tilz Leo and Lomas had to re- 
tire before them. Not much fighting was done at the ford, 
tut a good deal of firing at long range. I dismounted my 
anen and placed them behind a rail barricade, from which 
■we easily kept the enemy from crossing ; but, had they used 
artillery, we too should have been obliged to give way. 
While riding about putting things in order, a stray bul- 
let ■whizzed by my head and buried itself in my cousin 
H G 's arm, near the point of tho shoulder, making 
an ugly, and, I feared, a d.angerous wound. Through all thi 
dust upon his face, now turned to mud, a deathly pallor 
could be soon; yet the gallant fellow took it coolly, and, 
turning to mc, said, " Major, I'm struck." I sent him to 



the rear, telling him to get back to Winchester as soon 
ho could. The poor boy bad a bard time before he recov- 
ered, many raontUs afierward ; and subsequently, on the 
night before I was captured, I took a large piece of bone 
from his arm. 



LII. 

BEPTEUBER, 1864. 

Afteb the afiair I have just described, we encamped mid- 
way between Smitlifield and Bunker Hill, and for several 
days following skirmished heavily in the neighborhood of 
the Opeqnon, figiiting first on pue side of it, then on the 
other, generally whipping Federal cavalry when we met 
any thing like equal nnmberH ; but that was of rare occur* 
rence. We usnally had a brigade or division of infantry to 
support ns when they pressed too hard. In all these skirm- 
ishes my command chiefly took part aa light cavalry, to sup- 
port Bharpshootera, or act as special scouts, and to mako 
charges among the enemy. 

About the Ist of September we crossed the Opeqnon 
r Siiiithfield, with a large force of infantry and one bri- 
e of cavalry, after a most splendid ailillery fight, which 
lasted five hours. It was here that Ereatherd's old battery 
of horse artillery, commanded by Captain Preston John- 
ston, of Maryland, highly distinguished itself. I saw Gen- 
erals Early, Breckinridge, Gordon, and others ride np at dif- 
ferent times to compliment them on the accuracy of their 
shots and the steadiness of the men, who daring the whole 
time sustained an enfilading fire from at least twelve guns. 
It is but just to say that tlie Maryland batteries were ever 
distinguished for the acciu'acy of their fire and steady con- 
duct on the field. 
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Tlio skirniishcrs now pushed ou, commanded by Captmn 
Raisio, of Maryland, ever a bold and energetic officta-, and 
who stuck close to theui all t!ie time. He bad a fine horse 
shot under him, but took one from the skirmish-liue and kept 
OD. Whenever the enemy made any thing like a atand, and 
opened on- him witli their aeven-sliootera, I would make a 
dash to the right or left, as if to outflank them, and, at the 
aame time, Raisiu charged in front ; thua we always Eucceed- 
cd in pressing them back. "We pushed them so rapidly as to 
drive them beyond tlieir reserve picket-camp, whei'e we 
tured many barrels of pickled pork and biscuit, which they 
attempted to burn. Some of the pork had been well ro&et* 
cd iu tho attempt to burn it, and, having had no breakfaet,f 
made a good meal of it, and many of the men did the Game, 

ThiB camp was on the edge of a wood which extended on 
both sides of the road, and was about half a mile from. 
Darkesville ; and about fivo hundred yards distant was a low 
ridge, running at right angles with the road, on which the 
enemy had bnilt a stiff barri cad b of fence-rails, defended by 
two regiments of dismounted men armed with Spencer rj- 
— seven-shooters, and teri'ibly effective weapons. B&- 
tween'the wood and the barricade were three long, narroflf 
fields, separated by two fences in a rather dilapidated i 
dition. 

saw at once that I could do no moi'e. My ammunition, 
had given out ; I had but forty carbines in the whole com^' 
mand — worthless as against Spencer rifles — and then, froia 
the nature of the ground, if the attack was to be made at 
ill, it mtist be made in front. 

All this I reported to General Lomax — told him that the 
enemy had made a determined stand behind a hamoade 
which could not ho flanked, and requested him to send up 
fresh regiment, armed with long-range guns. I halted ta 
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wait for them in the skirt of wood where the camp had 
been, and even there we were in range of their seven-shoot- 
ers, and several of our horses were shot, 

Lomax soon came up with the 18th Virginia, of Imboden's 
brigade. This regiment had probably the worst reputation 
of any in the Valley. There was as good material in the 
regiment as in any other, but it was, in my opinion, for the 
most part inefficiently officered. The exceptions were but 
few. The lieutenant colonel, Beall, was a splendid officer. 
Two of the captains also. Bird and Frank Imboden, were 
fine fellows in every respect. Altogether, the regiment had 
been very unjustly abused. General Lomax had never seen 
them under fire, and perhaps thought that what he had 
heard' of them was true. 

After taking a look at the enemy's position, the general 
agreed with me as to the mode of attack. He ordered me 
to take conmiand of the 18th Virginia and advance on the 
barricade, saying he would hold my two battalions in readi- 
ness to support me in case I should be abandoned by the 
regiment. 

This surprised and annoyed me very much, for I thought 
that the officers would naturally supi>ose the proposition 
originated with me. For the first time -in my military life 
I objected, telling the general I would rather command no 
other troops than my own battalions, especially when the 
18th had two field officers present who were my superfa^ 
in rank, and who, I assured him, ivere brave and competent 
officers. But he insisted, savin sr. *• You have been skirmifh- 
ing with the esemy all the mominj^, and know more about 
their position. I wi^h you to take that barricade." The 
two officers I Lave referred to were star.dins bv, te^rd -^rLit 
was said, and thus knew that I did not seek tLe coinii^xd 
of their regiment. 



Ond squadron n'us detached to remaiQ in the rear as a. re- 
surve, aiid these officers were to take charge of it. It mast 
h:ivc heea very galling to them, but I could not help it. I 
wont to work and formed the Virginians in single rank to 
make the ohargo. While engaged in this, Lieutenant Colo- 
nel 13call, who is a warm personal fi-iend of mine, came to 
me and said, " Harry, I sec il all. I don't wish to i-emain 
behind, and, if you hove no objection, would like to go with 
you," After hearing these words, so accordant to my best 
feelings, I at once told him most certainly he should, and 
requested him* to take the right of the line when we moyed 
forward. 

The regiment being fonned in line, I rode down from on© 

company to another, giving the officers their instroctiona in 

a that might be distinctly heard by the men, saying I 

I had no foar of the result if the regiment would do its duty, 

I end the men keep to their proper places in the advance. 

All being ready, I ordered them forward at a regnl:ir 
I walk, keeping tliem well dressed, and every man fully np in 
We were under fire as soon as wo emerged from the 
' wood, but I made them cross the first field at a walk. Ar- 
riving at the fence, I made them halt, throw it down, cross 
■, halt again, and dress up in line before they advanced. 
[ We crossed the second field at a trot, halted, threw down 
r the fence, crossed over, and formed the line again before we 
started off. There were not more than five or six men shot 
up to that time, and probably a dozen horses. Every thing 
was clear before ns now, and, after the lino had been dress- 
ed, we moved ofl^ first at a walk, then a trot, then a gallop, 
and than I ordered a charge. 

When we left the second fence the fire was very severe, 
L but the men maiut^ned the line and moved forward iu fine 
I Btyle until the order was given to charge. Then, of course. 



there was a general dash, and the lino could not bo fully 
preserved. The euemy at first stood very iirm, and poured 
into US a destruclive fire; but I liave observed that it is sel- 
dom that men stand a charge when they discover you to 
be still moving on without wavering. And so it was in this 
instance. At first they poured ia volley after volley, and 
cheered as we advanced upon them ; but when we got with- 
in fifty yards of the barricade, and still sbowed no sign of 
giving way, they commenced breaking off for their horses, 
held in a small wood to the roar. The boys, seeing this, re- 
doubled their yells, while every man strained his horse to 
the utmost to prevent their escape. We had to leap the 
barricade, and many of the men were badly hurt by their 
horses falling on them. The blue-coats were all mounted 
before we crossed the barricade, and had commenced re- 
treating. The leth gave a. fresh yell, and chased them 
through and around DarkeaviUe, capturing about forty pris- 
oners, yet the enemy lost not a man killed, and but fev? 
were wonnded. 



LIII. 

About a quarter of a mile beyond DarkeaviUe, Averill was 
drawn up in line of battle, thirty-five hundred strong, ad- 
mirably posted on a high piece of ground, jyith scarce a 
bush between him and the town. I saw a regiment leave 
his extreme left at a gallop to turn my right Sank or coma 
in on my rear. I made the bugler sound the recall, and fell 
back to the south side of Darke sville, where I ordered the 
regiment to be drawn up in line. This was not accom- 
plished before Averill opened upon ns with four pieces of 
artillery, compelling us to complete our forming in a hurry. 
L'J 
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then retreated, keeping the men down to a walk, mak- 
ing them dresa well and move in perfect order. 

Soon a fikirmish-line dashed in upon our rear, bat we had 
little difficulty in driving them back out of range. Vfs con- 
tinuod to move on slowly until we reached the barricades, 
vhere we were no longer in sight of their artillery; there 
I met General Lomax and my two battalions. 

The general now came up to the regiment, and, taking 
ofThis lint, rode along the line, complimenting them highly, 
which the Virgioiana responded to in three rousing cheers. 

I then reported to him the strength and position of Aver- 
ill's command, which had now commenced advancing, pre- 
ceded by a heavy line of skirmisherB. Jackson's brigade, 
dismounted, was nearly up to the barricade by this time, 
and was iu great danger of being outflanked, Lomax or- 
dered me to retain command of the 18th, as well as my two 
battalions, to hold the enemy in check, while ho himself fell 
back to Bunker Hill, where he could fight to much better 
advantage. Never did I see a command extricated ftom a 
position so dangerous with so much skill as General Lomax 
displayed on this occasion. 

We had to fight every step of our way back to fiuukei- 
Hill, hard pressed by their heavy lino of skinnisliers mak- 
ing severe dashes upon our rear. At such times I would 
wheel and charge, often throwing them into confusion by 3. 
volley from ijie carbines of the 18th, which continued to act 
coolly and bravely. 

At Bunker Hill is a narrow mill-dam, three hundred yards 
ng, crossed at the breast by the Valley Turnpike; at the 
head is a marsh. Below the dam the sti'eam is shallow, and 
liore also it is crossed by a road. 

As we drew near to Bunker Hill the enemy made a still 
move im]>etuou8 attack on onr rear, being evidently well so- 
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C[aainted with the nature of the ground, hoping to crowd ua 
on so fast tliat many would be unable to cross. Having 
reached the stream,! ordered the 18lii to form in columu 
and cross below the dam, my own battalion to cross on the 
• turnpike, while, with the 1st Mai-yland,I remained to fight 
yoff the enemy until they could form on the other eide, to 
cover oar crossing. 

I pitched into a part of a regiment that was pressing foi-- 
ward, and, after driving them back, endeavored to regain 
the turnpike, to cross at the breast of the dam, but discov- 
ered that another regiment bad gained a clump of trees 
■whiah commanded the breast of the dam, and were dis- 
monnting to use their carbines. Nothing was ]e(t but to 
try tba marsh. 

There was a narrow strip of solid ground on which only 
one man could cross at a lime. On this we crowded in a 
terrible harry, the enemy not two hundred yards off, pour- 
ing it into us with their Spencer rifles. Two of the 1st, 
were killed there and scver.al woimded; the wonder is that 
more were not struck, for never before did I hear such a 
whizzing of Minii balls near my head. Anxiously did I 

I wish myself on the other bank, that I might form and direct 
ihem as they came ont, and because 1 expected every in- 
Btant to fail, with a lump of lead in my body. The country 
looked far healthier on the other side. Weli, I plunged 
into the dam, and, after the very hardest work, managed to 
get across without miring. Fortunately, Pat had brought 
mo a fresh horse after I returned from the attack on the 
barricade, and had taken my black mare to the rear. 
The fire upon us on the south side was terrific, hut I man- 
aged to form the men in column of fours as they reached 
the firm ground, falling hack slowly, and telling the men to 
keep their seta of fours well dressed, ready to wheel and 
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charge at the word of command. I also sent a courier to 
Captain Jinrkc, instmcting Uim to fall back slowly Oq the 
\ tunipike, and to charge when he ttiould gee me do so. 

Wc had oot gone far before a full regiment crossed and 
same into view. Ab eoon as I saw the whole re^ment waa. 
I well over I gave the order to wheel and charge, which both i 
'battalions did in splendid style. The enemy fought desper- 
' attly nnlil we plunged in, ctoaiog iip with them, when they 
broke and fled in utter confusion. They conld not all re- 
ts at the Inrnpike, and the larger portion of them were 
I pnshi?d bead foremost into the d.ini at the deepest place. 
I Thirty-six were killed and wottuded in the crossiDg^and 
I lliere would have been twice as many had there not been a 
full regiment of dismounted carbiueerB and artillery drawn 
I up on the other bank, which forced us to retire under cover 
of the buildings to re-form. 

The 1 8th had gone off by order to join its brigade, away 
to the right, and it seems that Lomax, thinking I had gone 
round the swamp to the westward, had put Captain Jofan- 
ston'B batteries in position, with orders to open upon ns, 
thinking we were the enemy. I waa at that moment try- 
ing to re-form my command behind an old brick church, 
and as yet the men were not at all depressed. Two pieces 
opened upon us at the same time, and every shell went right 
through our troops, killing and wounding several horses. 
Two men also ■were killed and five wounded, and, had the 
shells exploded, we should have lost twenty men. Twice 
was I made nearly breathless by a shell that almost grazed 
my clothing ; and I saw one cut a bundle from behind young 
WilliB'a saddle, throwing it high up in the air, killing the 
liorse, and yet not hurting Willis at all. At first I thought 
Johnston was trying to fire over onr beads at the enemy be- 
yond the dam, and I sent a courier, telling him he had a fi^s^ 
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B range, but to elevate Jiia guns more. Every ehell that 
i not explode at the right time went through the church 
and over among the enemy. It seems that Johnston did not 
then understand from the courier that it was ourselves be 
was firing into, but thought us somewhere to the right or 
left, looking on. All he did was to elevate his guns a little, 
and cut the fuse to explode over our heads. After holding 
on for soma time, keeping the men together, hoping they 
would stop, the enemy also commenced shelling us ; bo, with 
foes in front and friends in rear hoih giving us the very dev- 
il, I could stand it no longer, and fell back to a peach orchard 
in tliQ rear of Mr. Boyd's house, about three hundred yards 
off, at the same time letting Johnston know the damage he 
had done. 

I took the 1st Maryland to the peach orchard, and sent 
Captiuns Burke and Doraey, with the second battalion, back 
along the turnpike on the other side, with orders to charge 
any Federals that might cross back again. 

On reaching the orchard, I perceived a large body of cav- 
alry, that had crossed the marsh, moving up toward the 
church from which we had just been shelled. There are 
two old brick churches there, distant about one hundred 
and fifty yards from each other, and they had already reach- 
ed the one farthest off, which is on a rising ground, while 
Boyd's liouse and orchard are on the flat bottom. 
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Whelk forming the 1st Maryland in the orchard, I saw 
Burke and Dorsey charging at a regipaent on tlie turnpike 
that had crossed the breast of the dam to take position at 
the church we had just left. I saw at a glance that, un- 
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less I chatted the regiment at the other chnrcb, they wonid, 
), close in on the flank of my secorid battuUon, en- 
velop, and utterly destroy tiieTu. Turning quickly to the 
men of the 1st, I told them they would have to make one 
more charge, gave the order, and, without waiting a reply, 
dftshcd on, with Captain Raisin at ray side, hiit had not pro- 
ceeded far before he cried, "Major, there are not a dozen 
men following as." It was so. Surely, thought I, they 
must have misunderstood me, for never before had these 
men hesitated to follow my lead. 

The enemy were now only sixty yards off, firing at ns 
rapidly, and, besides, they were shelling the orchard. Juat 
thou I saw the second battalion dashing In, and felt they 
would be badly whipped unless I made a determined attack 
with the Ist, I wondered why in the name of Heaven Lo- 
mas did not re-enforce or recall ns, instead of letting us be 
cut to pieces in liia sight. It seems that he did order and 

beg J 's brigade to go to our assistance, with himself 

at their head ; but, though they made two or three starts, 
they never came near enough to have a man shot. *' Are 
you not ashamed," said Lomax, as I was told, "to see a 
handful of Marjlandors cut to pieces fighting for year state, 
while, like a pack of cowards, you stand off and refdse to 
assist them ?" 

I had ordered Kaiein to go back and mark any officer who 
did not move out his men, at the same time waving the 
sword over my liead, and imploring the men to come to me. 
While doing this, a bullet struck me on the left shoulder, 
broke the blade near the joint, and, passing through, frac- 
Inrcd the collar-bone and entered the neck, coming out un- 
der the jaw-bone, directly over the carotid artery, which it 
only missed severing by about one eighth of an inch. 

I nearly fell from my horse; but, dropping the sabre,! 
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'ew my fractured arm across hia neck, and with the olh- 
graspiug the breaat-sti'ap, diew myself back into the 
Eaddlo. Five blue-coats eatne at me, but I wheeled, and, 
patting spnra to luy horee, galloped back to the orchard, 
where I found the command ia disorder. I at ouce began 
to abase them for their bad conduct, and two of them rode 
up to me and said, " Major, we have behaved badly, but if 
\a will lead us ia a charge we will redeem what we have 



They did not perceive I was wounded, so I ordered them 
fall ia quickly and charge in ibe rear of Boyd's house. 
-As I started with them, two or tbree, who had discovered 
tbc wound in my neck, with an arm dangling at my side, 
caught my horse by the bridle, and led him to the rear 
"whether I would or not. Almost at the same instant Lieu- 
tenant Blacbiston, of the 1 st, was killed. The enemy closed 
in on both sides, and we all got out the best way wo could, 
leaving our dead upon the field. 

I now becamo so sick and faint as to sit my horse with 
difficnlty. While passing along the battery, I saw Lomax 
trying to rally a Virginia regiment. He rode over to me, 
smiling, and said he had never seen men fight so nobly and 
dth Buch determination as my two battaliona. He told 
le to go to the rear of a line of infantiy that had just come 
I, re-form my men, and take it easy for a while ; at the 

time he said I should be promoted. 
I told him that I would send his orders to Captain Welch, 
fho would take command, as I was wounded badly, and 
inld stay no longer in the field, showing him my neck and 
lonldor. Again I became deathly sick, and was near fall- 
ig off my hoi-se. The general sprang to my aid, held mo 
and ordered some men to got nie into an ambulance at 
:o. I coald not leave without assigning to his especial 
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care my poor lioys, of wltom so many liad fiillun tli:it day. 
Ho promised to eea them nil 'ncU provided lor, nod, a 
eaeniy was presaing ub bard, I was Imriied aff to tlie rcnr, 
I met Generals Brockinridgu, Early, Ithodes, nnd Gordon, 
and all came forward to express eonietliing kind to me. 

A aurgcon tlieii cxonuDcd tlie woand, Iiaslily tbniatiag 
bis lingor§ into it and fooling about; be stud tbere were no 
arteries cut, urid he thought that tho hones were not badly 
fi-actured—ho did not consider tho wound nocesearUy daifc 
geroiii. Temporary bandages wore ajipliod, and the smbo" 
lance licgan its jolting maroh to Winchester, twelve nulet 
distant. 

It seemed to nic the drivers managed to etrike every rook 
in tho road, and I suffered intensely. I mot several officenj 
and men along the route, all of whom wanted to kaoyr tba 
extent of ibo wound, and expressed the deepest c 

Arriving in Winchester, I was driven to tlie York HoBjtfi 
tn], where the surgeon in charge, I>r. Love, dressed mj 
wonnd, and gave mo strong brandy and water to stimnlatei 
mo, the first "si^irits" I bad tasted within sis months, 
asked tho doctor to let mo be taken to a private bonsc^ fot' 
I was in a small room, with three or four aromid me with' 
amputated limbs, and their groaning distnrbed me very:, 
mnch. 

It was then raining hard, and the doctor thought I hai 
better defer going until morning ; but, as soon as be left,! 
made my boy Bill slip on my pantaloons and bootE, thtfi 

an oil-cloth over the wound, and went to Mrs. O'B ^\ 

she having already prepared a bed for me. I can nevei" 1 
pay them for the kindness with which they treated raB- 
those dear ladies who now nursed tne, and I really hellef 
I should have died but for their ceaseless attention an 
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care. Sarvanta being scarce every where in the Valley, 
these ladies, washed my face and hands, combed my bail', 
brought mo my meals, or were seated around my bed like 
BO many angelB watcbing over me and ministering to my 
wants. The three weeks of physical euSeiing spent in that 
honso were among the happiest of my life. 

Every day some of the generals came to see me, and Lo- 
max was particularly kind and attentive. He told mo that 
he had consolidated the two Maryland battalions, and ap- 
pointed me colonel of them ; that the papers had gone on to 
Kichmond, with the strongest indorsement from himself, 
Early, and Breckinridge, and he had uo doubt of the ap- 
pointment being confirmed. 

I thanked the general for his kindness, but told bim I did 
not think the con solidatipn would please some of the officers 
of the 1st battalion, and therefore I would rather receive 
my regular promotion, and remain with my own battalion 
in the "Valley as formerly. IIo insisted, however, upon the 
matter as he had arranged it, and so it remained. Captain 
Gua Dorsey taking command of the regiment as lieutenant 
colonel for the time. As I anticipated, several of the offi- 
cers did not agree very well in this new organization, and 
tendered their resignations. Most of them assured me they 
should be perfectly satisfied to have me in command, but 
they objected to some of the appointments. Had I been 
well, I think I might have settled all difficulties; bnt not 
long after this Lieutenant Colonel Dorsey was wounded, 
and the command then dwindled away. 

I remained at Mrs. O'B 's until the 19th of Septem- 
ber, receiving every kindness and attention from the ladies 
and Dr. Love, and believed I was fast recovering, not aware 
how serions yet might be the consequences ; the great dan- 
ger was that the artery might slough some night when no 
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'' succor was near, and then I would bleed to death ia a fcW' 
luiiiiites. 

lutclligcnco waa given me every day of what ivas going 
on outside, and, aa my men did most of the scoutiug, I knew 
exactly the position of the two armiee. 

On the 18th, Early had moved most of his tvoopB from 
iho neighborhood of the Berryville Iload, and made a forced 
march to Martinsburg with, I think, three divisions, under 
Gordon, Rhodes, and Wharton. Some of the troops went 
only as far as Bunker Hill, and one division only went into 
Martinsburg. The cause of this movement was evident. 
Early bad been endeavoring for a long time to bring Sheri- 
dan to the west bank of the Opequon, with the view of at- 
tacking him, but all to no purpose. It became necessary 
then to threaten his dank, in order to bring on a general en- 
gagement. Ramaeur's division alone was left between the 
Opequon and Winchester. How unfortunate that Early had 
not watted another day, for I have reason to believe that 
Sheridan had made arrangements to attnck him, when Early 
would have had all his command together. However, in 
the fight that was bronght on by the movement I haviyjust 
Stated, Ramsenr, Rhodes, Gordon, "Wliarton, and Pegram 
whipped every thing in the shape of infantry that Hie ene- 
my could bring, and the entire ront of his army became so 
imminent, that General Sheridan hastened to General Tor- 
bert, who commanded the cavalry, and, as we learned, aflcr 

\ B hurried consultation decided that their only hope of forc- 
ing Early back, and preventing a total defeat, was to con- 
centrate all the cavalry and make a desperate charge on bis 
flank. That charge turned the tide of victory, and gave 
them the day. 
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With wLat intense anxiety daring the battle I listened, to 
tiio rapid, volleys of musketry, the incessant thunder of artil- 
lery, and the loud and frequent shouts of our brave men as 
ibey repulsed charge after charge, or assaulted in their turn. 
Occasionally a shell fioni the enemy would full within tho 
town, and several times they exploded very near our house. 
I waa not at all nneasy, fur Dr. Hunter WcGuire, Early's 
medical director, had promised to send an ambulance for 
a case of a retieat, and eg also had Lomax and Bradley 
Johnson. I felt sure, therefore, of being remembered in case 
of need ; but tbia no one apprehended, for not half an hour 
before the retreat commenced, Colonel WUson, of Early'a 
iff, told us that we had repulsed every attack, had whipped 
I enemy at all points, and he had no doubt we abould 
ti hear of" their total rout. 
After tbis I fell asleep, and waa awakened to be told that 
owe of my favorite men, Frank Riley, from Washington, bad 
been kiUed, and his body brought into town. Having made 
the necessary arrangements for bis burial at my own ex- 
1 the cemetery, I turned over again for a nap, when 
k' tremendous yelling and firing was beard at the edge of 
^e town. I told the ladies around nte that it must be our 
a making a charge, or tbc reserve cheering on sceijig a 
bore distant line chai-ge. Tlioy all ran to the front of the 
KiBB to seo what was going on, but immediately I'ushed 
i with fear and conslernation depicted in their counte- 
They told me that the Fedeml cavalry bad broken 
hir lines on the Martinsburg Road, and that all our troops 
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from that poiut — cavalry, infantry, and artillery — were ni 
ning Into anil throiigli town in the utmost confn^on, ai 
added that t!io enemy were already at the other end of tl 
street. I shall uot attempt to deHcribe my feelings at 
Btartling news. I confess I was never so much frightens 
before. The idea of falling into their hands while sufferin 
with such a wound was not to be thought of, and I beggn 
the ladies to retire while I attempted to dress ; "but thi 
would not listen to such a thing as my leaving the bom 
and tried to persuade me that the enemy would not mole 
or move me in ray condition ; but I would not be convince 
and it woa only when tbey saw me about to sit up that thi 
reluctantly left my room. I had on only a loose calico shii 
split open at the back by the nurses. With some effort, 
managed to sit itp and slip on my trowsers. I sufiered m 
pain, although I had no sling for my arm. Barefooted, bai 
headed, with my shirt open at the back, I joined the ladi 
at the front door, Taut had no time for apology, and pushi 
through them to the street, where was a scene of flight aa 
confusion such aa I own filled me with dismay. Troops 
all kinds were dashing through tlie streets in the wildi 
manner, and, though many ambulances passed, not one coi 
be iudaced to stop. At length Miss Betty M— 
an officer riding by rather leisurely, ran out to the middl 
of the street, at the I'isk of being run over and crushed 
the wliirling mass, seized the bridle, and asked if be woul 
not assist a wounded brother-officer to escape, telling hii 
who it was. lie instantly jumped off, and brought hia hon 
up to the curb-stone. I recognized in him one of my on 
brave boys of the Ist M.iryiand regiment, Lieut. Hf^tf| 
ofCo.B. . \ 

The enemy were supposed to be in the town, for theilMI 
and balls were flying fast, and, as be told me, I hod qot. 
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it lo lose. 1 hurriedly' said good-by to my dear 
i, managed to climb into the saddle, and the horse be- 
ing full of liic, I had only to bold oa as well as my wasted 
Btrenglh would permit. 

At first I was I'aiut acd weak; had two or three touches 
of vertigo ; reeled, and almost fell from the saddle ; but a, 
ahell exploded near by, and that waked mc up considerably, 
BO that I felt stronger. I must have cut a eorry figure go- 
ing through the streets without hat, coat, or shoes, my na- 
ked feet hanging loose below the stirrups, which wei-e too 
short for me. As strength returned I gave my horse the 
rein, and dashed through tho mass of confusion to Sheep 
Hill, where I found soma of Loraas's staff trying to rally 
the scattered troops. 

Expecting to see another desperate fight, I waited about 
ten minutes, but, feeling faint again, I rode off to a surgeon 
of Doles's brigade, who gave rae an ambulance to go to 
Eernstown. The wagon train of the whole army was 
parked at the edge of Winchester, and every one thought 
the lines would soon be all right again, bo I went on to 

Kevnstown, rather ospecting to return to Mrs. O'E ^"s 

that night. 

I stopped at the house of Mrs. B , who soon made me 

a pallet on tho floor, and dressed my wound ; then, having 
placed some fine apples before mo, she went about dressing 
the wounds of a number of men lying around the house in 
every direction. God bless tjic women of Virginia, who 
have been our sastaining angels during the whole of this 
bloody struggle. I have seen their young girls, with their 
mothers, toiling all day, and far into tho night, in the kitch- 
en, ministering to tho wants of sick and weary soldiere. I 
have known one of them to start at four o'clock in tho morn- 
ing, in an open cart, in tho coldest weather, iho ground oov- 
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juctured in every countenance roadinpss for any enterprise. 
Witli my aim in n. sling it was enough for me to manage 
my horse, and the men would say, " Colonel, you can't take 
care of yoarsclf and old Bill loo ; better take me along, air; 
Tve got a elaahing horse." " So have I, eir," would the rest 
&ay. 

I selected H , R , T , E , and H , with 

S acting as adjutant. These boys never went out with- 
out bringing in some prisoners and horses. Wo avoided 
lighting as ranch as possible, because we were a party of 
observation; bill whenever we got a chance at a body of 
not over fiileen, we gave theut a turn, jast to keep oar 
bands in. 

After resting two days, for my wound was running bad- 
ly, I crossed the river at night, and went to the Valley jiike 
to take a look at Sheridan's camp. The night was dark and 
rainy. Eaeh of us had on an oil-cloth poncba, whicli en- 
tirely concealed onr gray uniform. 

Riding along, we suddenly overtook a squadron of caval- 
ry returning from a scout, and, as they were not keeping a 
sharp look-out in their rear, I determined to bavo soma fun. 

T , R , and H were told what to do, and were 

Boon at work. 

First R approached the rear of the column, reeling a 

little iu the saddle, and, getting alongside of the officer, of- 
fered him bis canteen. The officer drew bis sword and or- 
dered him to take his place in the ranka, when R very 

politely touched his bat, saying that he did not belong to 
that squadron, bnt was one of Blazer's scouts. The offi- 
cer then readily took a drink with liira, when R told 

bim if he would drop back a httle he would fill his fiask, 
and this too he readily agreed to do. What an astonished ' 
man was he to discover a cocked pistol instead of a full can- 
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iris lifted me from the saddle, carried me into the house, 
i laid me on the bed. 

while I thought I was too far gone to rally, and 

ally btilieved my lime had come, until Aunt Mary gave me 

^ glass of brandy, which revived mo a good deal, and fortb- 

U I changed my mind aboQt dying, and took a new lease 

flife. 

General Lomax soon came to see me, and said that lie bad 

med bia whole division below, and would make a strong 

t to check the enemy until an ambulance could be pro- 

)9red to take mo farther np the Valley. General Early 

ilso called, and Dr. McGuire staid with mo until about one 

ick, when Captain Emack came with an ambulance. 

t Mary gave me a bottlfi of brandy, and, after giving 

J -givia each a kiss, I crawled into the ambulance and 

retched myself on a nice bed that Aunt Mary had pre- 

ared, and started for Woodstock, twenty miles distant, 

" " ih I reached next day at noon. On the same night I ar- 

[ at Mount Airy, and was received with the ntmoat 

indness by Mi-a. M , and after she and Miss I.— — had 

saed my wound, I went to bed, and, much exhausted, 
it soundly tiU morning. 
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I On the third day after my arrival General Breckinridge 
came to sec mo, when I learned that he had been ordered t" 
command the forces in East Tennessee and Sonthwestern 
Virginia, and was then ou his way to Staunton. He took 
leave of me in the kindest manner, and promised to send for 
tae should he be ordered into Kentucky, I was sorry for 
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' voted for Lincoln 1 This gave us every facility for gaining 
iu formation, for of course uo one could object to iis after 
voting for Lincoln ! 

' My nest trip waB to Shepherdstown, where I went in 
hopes of catching some Jessie Bcoats, and also to discover 
the perpetrators of the fearful robberies, murders, and ont^ 
ragoa of all kinds that had been committed in that neighbor- 
hood, scarcely a house having been free from snch depreda- 
tions. Wo were nearly successful on two occasions, but the 
weather became so awfully cold that we could lie out no 
longer, so determined to go back to the Blue Ridge and 
rest a while- Before going, I nnade a visit to some ladies in 
Shepherdstown. While chatting with them before the door, 
some Federal soldiers would be frequently passing within a 
few feet of us. The ladies expressed the greatest alarm for 
my safety. To show how groundless were their feara, I halt- 
ed the next squad that passed. Tiie officer gave me the sa- 
lute, he taking me for his superior. I ordered him to go to 
the guard-house, and tell the officer there in charge to send 
a squad immediately to a certain low drinklng-house, and 
arrest some men who were creating a disturbance. I have 
no doubt my orders were obeyed, 

Very early in the morning of the llth of November we 
were passing through a large body of wood, following no 
road, but keeping well-known paths by certain landmarks, 
when we came suddenly upon about sixty blue-coats lying 
concealed. They were commanded by a man named Blazer, 
and were picked men, and selected from several regiments 
expressly to catch some of our small scouting parties; and 
1 knew from experience that they were good fighters. They 
were also well mounted, and when they got a small party 
"on the ruu," all was lost nnless the pm-sued were better 
mounted, or cou!d cross the river and get into the Bine' 
Ridge. 



FOUE YEAE8 IN THK 



jP^Hn part in nny of tbo cavalry fighting that immediately 
CDsned, but I heard that whenever a party was caught com- 
luitling these outrages, every man was instantly put to 
death. I know of one sqnad captured in an act of atrocity, 
and, although there were twenty-eight of them, not one es- 
caped with his life ! 

All were delighted to Bee me back again, and, being 
-wounded, I got many a kiss from pretty ^irla, and without 
minch pressing; they did not fight hard, for fear of Imrting 
my wound 1 

I left, Mr. E 's for Newmarket. Before reaching there 

I got nearly in advance of the whole army, and arrived at 
Monnt Airy only a, few hours ailer the last of the enemy had 
left. Tlio atack-yard and bam wero still smoking when I 
Tode up. The ladies were overjoyed to see me. They had 
teen told by a Jessie scout that he had taken supper with 
me at the American Hotel on the evening of my arrival at 
Staunton, and that I should be at Mount Aiiy. So accurate 
wsa tlie information given, not only aa regarded mysolf, bnt 
our whole army, that we had not the Hlightest doubt he had 
been all through our lines. 

Ill every direction wero visible marks of the fiery ordeal 
with which the country Lad been scourged — the most terri- 
ble it had ever been subjected to. It was almost literally 
reduced to ashes. The wretches engaged in this work did 
their ruthless errand in the most savage manner. After ex- 
torting from the citizens all their money and valuables un- 
der a promise of sparing their houses, they would hardly al- 
low them lime to get out before the torch was applied. 

I st.iid at Mount Airy one day, and then rode to Wood- 
stock to see General Lomax, who was near tliere, expecting 
a fight ovory hour. Rosser had whipped Custer two or 
three times, capturing hundreds of ambulances and wagons, 
M 
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hundreds of prisoners and horses, and a vast number of 
stolen stock. 

Gonpi-al Lomax had been skirmiahing heavily all the inoi'D- 
big of the day I joined hiin, but we went to Woodstock to 
dine with Sirs. II . While chatting in the parlor, an or- 
derly came in hurriedly to say that the enemy were advanc- 
ing rapidly in force, and that Jauksou's brigade was falling 
back and already near the town. 

We rode to the front, and did see Jackson's brigade re- 
tiring in some confusion, and it was quite apparent that 
the least thing would stampede them in disorder, Lomax 
dashed out to the front, and, putting himself in tbo line, cod- 
tinned to expose his person in the most fearless manner, beg- 
ging the men to stand np to it, and not disgrace themselves 
by running from a skirmish -line. 

I observed a squadron on the extreme right of our lino 
going to the rear without any ajiparent cause, and in good 
order. I rode over, and found them to be one of Jackson's 
Western Virginia squadrons. The men were not disheart- 
ened, but the commanding officer was, and was retreating 
without orders. There was no time to lose, and, pei'ceiv- 
ing by their saluations, as I rode up, that tbey all knew me, 
I drovo off the officer with very little ceremony, wheeled 
the squadron, and told the men I wished to lead them to the 
loft of the skirmish-line, which we could easily break through 
before their reserve could come up, and assured them we 
could sweep round their rear and capture many prisoners. 
They agreed to go, but I saw there was not much depend- 
ence to be placed on them. Oh, how I did wish for my old 
battalion, with which I could have swept their whole lino 
from left to right! 

I was. riding old Bill, and he was in fine order, hard to 
hold ; but be and I understood each other so well that I 
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no fear of being able to manage him in the charge, weak 
and disabled as I was. So at them we went, with a right 
good yell. There was an open field to ctobs, and beyond 
this the ground waa rocky and woody. The enemy stood 
-well, but we should have turned their flank had the men 
etood by me ; but, seeing that the enemy did not give way 
on our approach, they slackened their pace, and a pieuo of 
srtillery opening upon them at the moment, tliongh at long 
a-ange, they wheeled and ran, leaving me still going on 
among the skirmishers. As soon as I discovered my situa- 
lion, I tried to wheel my horse, but had great difficulty in 
doing BO, for I had not the use of one arm, and at the same 
moment all those in front opened upon me with their seven- 
ehooters, while four or five started out to catch me. I just 
jnanagcd to turn before meeting a bugo Michiganer, mount- 
ed on a powerful black horse, making at me with his revolv- 
€r, I knew I was safe except from a stray bullet, for no 
ono could catch mo on the old son-eJ. All the way back 
across the open field the bullets were whizzing around me, 
and I had a mortal fear of being hit again in that "funny 
place," which afforded my lady friends sucJi merriment. 

Rejoining Lomax, I found myself much shaken and my 
shoulder exceedingly painfiil, and, seeing the enemy prepar- 
ing for a grand charge which I knew would be successful, I 
took Lomax's advice and rode to the rear. 

I had scarcely entered the town before the enemy's charge 
was made, and the next moment Jackson's brigadu were 
running over me. Beyond the town we met Johnson's bri- 
gade coming up in good order, and, as the enemy had halt- 
ed, it afforded ua an opportunity to place ourselves in a bet- 
^^^r position. 



pjitola, sod, altboDgh dressed as Confedemtcs, I e:iw at a 
glaoee what Ibey were. But it was too late tor a fight, for 
tbej bad seised my pistols, I.Ttng on a chair ntidcr my nni^ 
form. "Are yon Cotooel GUmor?" said one of tbem. 
did not laisver at first; I was glancing around to see if 
tliere was any chance of escape. My attention was arrest- 
ed by feeling the muzzle of a pistol against my head, and 
hearing the qaesUon repeated. " Yea ; and who iu the di 
il's name are yon ?" " Major Yonng, of General Sheridan's 
staff" "All right. I suppose yon want me to go with 
you?" "I shall bo happy to hare your company to Win- 
chester, aa General Sheridan wishes to cooGult you abont 
some important military afiairs." 

I bad intended oever to be taken alive, but such circam- 
stances as now attended my situation I could not, of course, 
have foreseen, so I determined to moke the best of it. 

Seeing one of his men "going through" my pockets, I 
flung him aside, when the major ordered them in the moat 
peremptory manner not to touch a thing belonging to me. 
• I delayed as much as I could, hoping my men would make 
a diversion in my favor, but the major desired me every few 
minutes to "be lively," and seemed to be rather uneasy. 
From the window I saw two hundred cavalry drawn up on 
the other side of the river near by. I was hurried to the 
back yard, where I found my black mare already saddled 
and wiuting for me. My dog was also there, and wanted 
to follow, but, knowing ho would be " confiscated," I gave 
iiim a kick, and Gternly ordered him back to the house, as if 
he belonged to the establishment, 

I ftounted my black mare, while my cousin was put on 
an old country horse. We rodo across " the fork," where I 
svas introduced by Major Young to Colonel Whittington,, 
commanding the cavalry. Jast at this moment three of my 
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m^D made a gallant dash from the other side of the stream. 
The first bullet from tliom whistled near my head, but I 
could not resist giving them a. cheer, and shouting out, 
"Give them the devil, boysl" Some one poked a cocked 
pistol into mjr face, with the words " Hush up, or I'll blow 
your brains out 1" but, kuowing the speaker had the ftar of 
Major Young before his eyes, I cojitinued to cheer the brave 
boys as loud as I could. The whoJe column was llirown 
into confusion, aud I firmly believe that if my own little bat- 
talion could have been at band, they would have recaptured 
Major Touug, however, told me afterward that he 
would have killed me rather than let me be retaken. The 
colonel w)>eclcd the column as best he coald, and moved oS 
toward Moorficld. 
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LIX. 

I8ce. 
I HAD not gone half a mile before Major Young thought 
to put me on n more indifferent horse, saying, " Col- 
onel, I can not trust you on such a splendid animal, for yoii 
knowtliat you wiil leave us if you get the smallest chanct 
He was right, for I was already on tbe look-out for a break 
the fence to make tlio effort. 
My feelings can not bo imagined as I passed through 
!oorfieid, and saw the ladicB run out into ths street — some 
them weeping — to bid me good-by, and express their sor- 
w for my situation. I tried to be cheerful, but it was 
lard to bear. 

We took the river road to Komney, to get on tbe North- 
estern Turnpike to "Winchester. IT— — and I rode at the 
lad of the column with Colonel WliHtington, while some 
,her prisoners were kept in the centre by the provost guard. 
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These priMners were about n dusceii or so of Hossut's and 
Iiiibodcn's meii, {lickcd up by them as they liad gone along. 

Night Gitino on eouti after luaviiig Komney, and, lliough 
thfi weather vrm intensely cold, itnd the horses very tired, 
wo pushed on eix or seven miles further, when we halted for 
KD hour to rofreali both mnn and horse. The colonel, Msyor 

Young, the surgeon (Dr. Walls), H , and I, with n guard 

of aboDt ten of the squad, went to a house near by for eup- 
I»cr, and ihcn wo continued on our way to Winchester. 

Tho night was so very cold that most of us had to dis- 
mount and walk. In passing throngli the mountain, I watch- 
ed closely for an opportunity of breaking away and plunging 
down the rugged hill-side; but four men were constantly 
near mo with pistols drawn and cocked, and no chance ap- 
peared until wo got within two or three miles of Big Capon 
River. Hero Major Young asked tho colonel to turn mo 
over to him, and lot him push rapidly ahead to Winchester; 
but the colonel refused, and the major, becoming angry, 
took all his men, the scouta, offwitb him to Winchester. 
Those were tlie only men I cared for, and I felt certain now 
of making my escape. 

We wore then aorae distance ahead of tho main column, 
nnd when Young and his men left us there were none in 

fight except tho colonel and his orderly, the surgeon, 11 , 

and myself. We halted, nnd the orderly was sent back to 

hurry np a fresh guard for nie. The doctor and H were 

on their horscB, while the colonel and I were standing in the 
road in advance of them. Tlie place, too, was a good one^ 
on the side of a small mountain, and I made np my raiod to 
seize the colonel before he could draw his pistol, throw him' 
down, and make my escape. I was about three paces from 
him when I formed this plan, had moved np closer to OBrry 
it into effect, and was just about to make the spring, when 
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ras seized with an nnaccoantable fit of trembling, and 
oonld not move. It was not fear, for aithougli the colonel 
was even a larger man tljaii myself, powerfully made, and 
apparently a cool head, I knew that my Buccesa was certain ; 
for who could stand such a sudden ehook as he would certain- 
ly Lave received ? I had been standing some time, and was 
very cold, but I nover trembled like that except when I had 
an agne-ehill. lean not account for it ; all I know is, that to 
keep him from noticmg it, and not dreaming that any of the 

scouts would rctnrn, I put my hand on H 's horse, and 

at length qnieted my nerves, when suddenly up dashed four 
scouts. The snow was so deep they gave no sound of their 
approach. They had been sent back by Major Young for 
my guard. My heart sank within me ; but I determined 
not to enter Winchester without making a strong effort to 
escape. 

We went on to Big Capon, where the colonel camped for 
the night, and where we found Major Yonng waiting anx- 
iously for ns. lie told me afterward that he did not expect 
to see me again ; he feared I would have escaped before his 
scoots could get back. 

We quartered in the house of a gentleman named Beall, 
whose eon liad served with me. It was about H P.M., 
when, after a good supper, we all lay down on the floor 
round the fire. Major Young, with five or six of hia men, 
were in the room, besides the colonel, surgeon, one sentinel, 

H ^1 and myself One of the scouts, who had deserted 

my command some time befoj-e, sat in a chair between my 
head and the door, with a cocked pistol in his hand. Ho 
was a consummate scoundrel and murderous villain, and told 
me that he was anxious for a chance to shoot me. The room 
was about 14 X 15, having a door in front, one opening upon 
a low back porch, another into our host's chamber, and an- 
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Other into I know not where. I soon discovered that all of 
the party were very sleepy. The scouts had been drinking 
freely of apple brandy. I determined that I wonld not sle^ 
a wink, bat watch my chance. 

I had drawn off my boots, placed them on the rounds of 
A chair-back to rest my head upon. We wei'e much crowd- 
ed together, and the_colonel lay cJoae by my side. On the 
other side was the door leading to the right, which I saw 
was lockj^d. In less than an hour every man was snoring, 
loudly, including the sentry al the back door, and the scoot 
who fiat at my head with his pistol in his lap. The host wa9 
inside the circle of feet, standing before the fire, quietly scru- 
tiniaing each sleeper. I made a slight motion to attract his 
attention, that he might see I was awake. He looked fixed- 
ly at me. I made signs to him that I should try to escape^ 
and pointed to the chamber door in an inquiring manner, to. 
know if I could get out in that way. Ho became vei-y pale, 
knowing the peril ho would be in should he assist in my es- 
cape ; nor did he know that I was what I represented my- 
self to be, as personalty I was a sti'anger to him. 

After closely scrutinizing all tlie sleepers, ho moved t« 
ward the chamber door, stepping carefully over them ; and,. 
though he made no sign whatever, I thought I could see, by 
the look he gave me from his door, that he was willing to 
help me. This silent parley had lasted full an hour and »j 
half, and I was becoming Very anxious to make the eSbrt 
for I knew that the colonel intended to march before daj« 
light. I sat up, and, after quietly looking around n 
to remove my boots from the chair, when one of the heavji 
steel spurs caught in the round and made some noise, i 
which the sentry at the back door raised his head, but ws 
evidently not much aroused ; and T, after some remark aboill 
the coldness of the weatlier, pnllcd on my boots, unfastened 



^ 



TOUR TEAH8 m 3 

8par9, and laid down again, pretending to sleep. In ten 
s the sentry was snoring louder tlian ever, and now, 
(ught I, snrely snceess will attend me ; but just then the 
ibnel turned over, and, in changing liie position, let oue 
knee fall across my leg. Thinking lie might not be very 
sound asleep, I would not move till I heard him snore ; then, 
wben I tried to get free, he awoke, so I had to lie still and 
pretend I liad merely turned in my sleep. The colonel was 
soon fast asleep again, and I once more thought my chance 
was good, when the door opened, and in walked the colo- 
nel's orderly, who took his stand by the fire, and did not 
wink his eye until at daylight we were all called up to break- 
feat. Poor II , too, was anxious for ray escape, and twice 

got the orderly to go out at the back door witli him for wa- 
ter, to give me a chance. 



LX. 



We reached Winchester about noon, when I was sepa- 
rated from the other prisoners and taken to a small room in 
the liotel, destitute of furniture except a chair and the frame 
of an old bedstead. It was severely cold, but I was allowed 
no fire. Two sentinels, kept in the room, were instructed 
by the lieutenant to shoot nno if I passed a line chalked on 
the floor. 

The lieutenant gave me a pair of his own blankets, or I 

should have had none, for I gave mine to H . I asked 

the provost marshal for something to lie upon, but ho sent, 
instead, handculR'. A number were brought before a pair 
of the " ruffles," as they called them, was found to fit, and, 
for the first time, I found myself in irons. I asked by whoso 
authority I was subjected to this indignity, and was told 
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thai it wna l)y order of General Sboridan. I kni 
iiniiltHS to nppcfil to liitu, ami so spent an lionr in curBiog ths 
(iruw, and wouud up by fliuging in a few lively c-]>khete at 
tbe bead of tliu guard, rather iingciioroiislyt for it Hoema tbej! 
woru ordered to bold uo oouvorsatioii wilb tin.; aud oouBe- 
quenlly could not reply. 

One of tbe scoula (White), a deoenl, brave man, brought 
mo every day a glass of toddy j but, apart from this, I had 
only coaiDion army rations. 1 was allowed to see no ono, 
aUhough several ladiea went to Sbcridau and begged to b« 
Iturmittcd to visit mo. 

So I remained bero until tbe third day aflcr my comiDg^ 
experioiicing aach " tondor morcice" as avo, it is to be hoj 
not likely lo obtain in oivilisced warfHi-e, unless the latter idea 
in to be abandoDod altogether. Ironed hand and foot — for 
they had alKO pat shackles upon nic — and exposed to oxoee 
sivo cold, my sufferuigs wore severe. I shall not soon forget 
thoBO two days and three nights, nor shall I soon forgot or 
forgive this inhuman treatment ; and I then resolved that, 
when exchanged and once more free, I would iron every 
Federal officer that fell into my hands— a vow I prefer W 
think I should never have carried out. 

On the morning of the third day Major Toung informed 
me llmt I was to bo taken to some olber prison, but be 
would not tell nie whore. The irons being reraoTed, 
found about twenty-five cavalrymen ready to escort mo 
Stevenson's D*5pOt, where I was to take the cara ibr Harp- 
er's Ferry. Major Young had seven or eight of his ecoati 
with liim, and informed me that they would accompany mi 
lo the fort where I was to bo confined. I guessed at onoi 
that Fort Warren was to be my prison, and, noi lung 
the major coufirmod ray snspioion. From first to last, bi 
was as kind to me ns it was possible for him to be, but, att 
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e some time, he watched me like a hawk, and was always 
idy to draw his revolver, lie told me iVatikly that lie 
i not trust me far, for be knew I woulil take desperate 
inoes to escape. Ho did not iron me, as he had beeu or- 
red, nor did he ask me for my parole of honor, but I did 
■t make a mo\'enient that was not quickly seen. 
1 arriving at Harper's FeiTy, we had some difficulty in 
ing through the crowd assembled to meet ua, and at one 
t looked rather squally, for they thi'eatened me with 
ce. Major Yoirag, perfectly cool, waved them aside 
i his revolver at full cock, and whispered to me, in the 
Mnt of an attack, to take one of his pistols and shoot right 
"They will have," said he, "to walk over my 
1 body before they touch you." The cowardly ecoun- 
s made a good deal of noise, but, finding they made no 
l&preBaion, began to slink off, when a tall, vulgar-looking 
lieutenant of artillery, somewhat intoxicated, cried out at 
the top of his voice, "I say, Gilraor, where is the watch 
some of your damned thicvea stole from me on the Philadel- 
phia train?" 

Without deigning to utter a syllahle, Major Young gave 
him a powerful blow across the mouth with the barrel of 
his pistol, which knocked him from the low platform. The 
fellow got up, with the blood streaming out, and slunk ofi' 
without another word. This stopped all talk of taking me 
away from Major Young. 

When we arrived at the Belay Honse, nine miles from 
Baltimore, Major "Wiegel, the provost marshal, came into 
the car nnd announced himself, saying he had thought prop- 
er to do so, because there might be some excitement in the 
I city upon oar arrival at the d^pot. 
I'l told Major Wiegel that I was in charge of Major Young, 
■3 that I had no doubt he would find the means to protect 
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) in inch nn event, iruro %Injor Young joined in, and 
'* I will protect you SL tliti hazard of my life ; luid. Ha- 
ir Gilmor, you shall liave Wms with which to protect your- 
fin case of attack;" and added, langbiDgiy," I would en- 
loy a Bma1l-aizud Ekirniieli nmozingly. I think that yoa and 
3 whip a Bmall crowd ourselves.'* 
Miijor Wicgcl then informed us that ho had ordered a 
1 to be drawn up at the dC'put. I aasurod him I felt 
lot the Elighteat nnoasincss on the eabjoct, being confident 
was in no danger, or, if ho, that thu means were ample for 
Y protection. 

At Major WicgeVfl suggeBtion, wo left the car from the 
e oppoaito to that generally used, and, before I could in- 
terfuro, ho hnil tlirowu liia cloak over my shoulders, and re- 
placed my bat with his own. Ue then led the way outsido 
[be di^'jidt to Mb office, some squares off, prompted, no doubt, 
By a kind feeling toward me. 



LSI. 

Wim.v near the oflico I was accosted by a familiar friend, 
Urbo grasped me warmly by the bniid, .ind, when he lefl, 

31-0 was a jiackago of bank-notes within my palm. 

I spent the nigbt in Major Wiegel's office, and lay in my 
n'orcoal on a pallet. Young and his men staid with me. 
Major Young provided a good supper, and, wftcr a capital 
Wakfost next day, given us by Major Wiegel, we left in 
the oars, reached New York the same evening, traveled all 
that night, and arrived in Boston at 7 A.M. on the lOlh of 
February, 1660, 

Tlio major escorted mo to the Tlnitpd States TTotcI, where 
I should have enjoyed a good breakfast but for the crowd 
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of men and women Luddled together, gazing at me from 
GYery direction. 

Major Young kindiy accompanied nie about town to make 
Bome purchases, and then conducted mo to ray prison home. 
Its gates closed upon me, and I had struck my last blow for 
the South. Though fully entitled to my exchange aa a reg- 
ularly commiasioned officer, it was soon quito apparent that 
the government designed) if possible, to keep me back among 
those from whom this right was to be arbitrarily withbeld. 

On my arrival here, I was transferred to the custody of 
the commissary of prisoners. Lieutenant Woodman, who, 
after I had been deprived at the adjutant's office of money 
and other valuables, conducted mo to the northeastern part^ 
where about three hundred prisoners were confined, most 
of them belonging to Moseby's, "White's, and my own com- 
mand. What a rush there was toward me, as I crossed the 
dead line, by these hardy boys — few over twenty years of 
age — all eager to take me by the hand. It quite bewilder- 
ed me. Their faces were nearly all familiar. Lieutenant 
Woodman seemed quite surprised at such a reception, but 
w^ted patiently until I conld make my way through the 
crowd to bo assigned my quarters. 

There were seven casemates filled with prisoners. Mine, 
and it proved fortunate for me, was No, 5. Without, the 
gi'ound was covered with buow. When I entered the gloom 
■was euch that I scarce could recognize those who pressed 
around me with their heai-ty salutations. Among the first 
was Gus W , of Baltimore, and young C , of Wash- 
ington. They rescued me from the crowd and took rao to 
their own bunk, where for an hour I lay, giving news from 
Dixie, tlio particulars of my own capture, and anaivering a 
thousand questions. 

I found myself itt a casemate of about fifty longitudinal 
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On end ei<le, ranniDg its whole leogth, were three 
tiers of bimke, oae above the other. There vcre farty-d: 
ejus — nilher crowded, but still eonjforlable in cold weath- 
er; but we had to keep a large coal-stove red-hot night 
and day. 

My friends Boon informed me that escape was imposBible. 
I then indulged in a hurried glance at my room-mates, who 
were dtting round the §tovc cooking, or walking np and 
down the room in moody silence, I was struck with the 
evidentgentility of most of those around me; for, dress him 
as yoa will, place him where yon may, and under no matter 
what adverse drcutn stances, yon can always distinguish a 

For tiic rest of the day I was the guest ofW and 

i) , who shared with me their bed and blaukcts, bread 

and'ment. At sundown Lieutenant Woodman came to call 
lite roll and lock up for the night. Kearly every bunk had 

a small kerosene lamp, purchased from the sutler. Some re- 
tired to read, but most of them collected round the stove to 
hear from me Southern news and tidings of friends. Hav- 
ing just returned from a Sonthom tour, I could give a toler- 
ably correct idea of the existing state of affaire, which real- 
ly then seemed to bo in good condition, for General lee had 
lately been made commander-in-chief, and Johnston had been 
restored to the Western army. 

The elevation of these distingni^ed generals to the chief 
comraaodB produced the same effect upon the poor fellows 
that it did upon the whole Southern people. The tmiversal 
exclamation was, " We are all right now I" Not a man an- 
ticipated the disastrous results of the campaign about to 
open, The gloom which had settled upon the South, cansed 
by Slierid.in's victories in the Valley of Virginia, Hood's dis- 
astrous campaign in Tennessee, together with Sliernian's 
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1 throagh Georgia, could ouly thus be dispelled ; and 
the Dews of these appointmenls flew with elective speed, cai'- 
rying hope and eunshiiie into every Southern heart, whether 
languishing under privation, struggling iu the fight, or im- 
mured in the casemate of a Northern fort. 

Much has been said of Uie Northern bastiles: a few 
words in reference to my own experience of them. Most 
of the prisoners here had been confined for from one to two 
years, and some for even a longer period. Two of the in- 
mates of each room were detailed for police duty, and when, 
every morning, the corporal of the guard sang out " bread," 
these men would bring from the cook-house a pound loaf of 
good wheat bread for each ; and thia was all we got till din- 
ner, when we were marched to the " mess-hall," where each 
man found a plate containing a rather scant ration of meat, 
with twice a week broth, once a week beans, and once a 
week small hominy. Not a particle of tea or coffee — not a 
vegetable — not an atomof food of any kind were we allowed 
to receive from friends, or even pennitted to purchase from 
their own sutler, until subsequently, when an order came al- 
lowing us the latter privilege. Up to that time it was diffi- 
cult to make onr scanty fare hold out, and two thirds of the 
time I went to bed hungry ; and, besides, all we got from 
the kitchen was so badly cooked that we had to cook it over 
again. 

I have been among the prisoners at Columbia, Salisbury, 
Danville, and Richmond, and it is my belief that the prison- 
ers at the South were better fed than we were, and had a 
greatervarietyof food, and more of it. Even at Richmond, 
where provisions were most in demand, the prisoners got 
the same rations as our soldiers in the field, and with more 
reg^arity. In other prisons farther south, where meat was 
scarce, I have reason to believe that they had a plenty of 
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•T«tj thing ehe except eoSSee, vid for that was given vheat 
to ftrtb M B Bubstitate. At tiroes our whole army was 
obUgvd to sobnst od half ntliona, and even less, with dour 
only oooe * we^ u>d oom-meal as a substitute for the rest 
at the lime, yet the sorgeoDS reported the army as never 
in better health or finer condition. These iacts must sooner 
or later be made manifest, and the hottest part of the North- 
era miod disabused of the many falsities bo industriously 
circulated lu thb particolar. If at any time there was pri- 
vatioo among the prisoners at the South, it was caused by 
ow poverty, not onr will; the same scarcity frequently 
{MDohed oar own soldiers. 

It will come out before long that the large mortality in 
the Southern prisons must be attributed to other causes 
than the want of food — chiefly to the uncleanly habits of the 
pnsouers themselves. Another cause was the want of mor- 
al courage. >V'^hen taken sick, they made up their minds 
they should die, and in such cases seldom recovered. We 
had something of the kind among our own soldiers on duty 
— home-sickness some called it. In this malady they could 
not bear up under a severe wound or disease brought on by 
exposure, and, whenever attacked by these fits of depres- 
sion, scarcely ever got well. 

Here, in our prison, the word was, every man mu^ be 
cleanly, and wash himself from head to foot constantly ; and 
not a night passed but yon might see five or six men bath- 
ing and scrubbing. 

Each had but a straw mattress and one blanket, which 
were frequently aired and shaken, and every effort made to 
keep the bunks clean and the floors well swept. 

I had been at Fort Warren but a few days before numer- 
ous letters from kind, gympathizlng friends in Boston and 
elsewhere brought mo offers of money, clothing, provisions, 
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1 -whatever else I oiight need ; but, as I was within reach 
of relatives in Baltimore, I had to decline, but with every 
sense of gratitude to them ; I only received a pair of blank- 
ets and pillows from a valued friend of my father in Boston, 

Early in March, a portion of my command (McNeil's) car- 
ried out a plan I had devised some time previous, and suc- 
ceeded in captaring Generals Crook and Kelly, at Cumber- 
land, Maryland. Z now felt sure of being soon exchanged 
and sent to Richmond, and no doubt my hopes would have 
been realized but for the sudden collapse of the Confederate 
cause. 

Totally unprepared for the series of events in which the 
war terminated, we remained under a sort of bewilder- 
ment as from time to time we learned of the evacuation of 
Richmond, then of General Lee's surrender, and, finally, of 
that of General J. E. Johnston, embracing all forces east of 
the Mississippi. The war was over, and there was no altern- 
ative left us but to accept defeat, and obtain our release on 
such terras as tbe United States government felt inclined to 
grant. Nearly all tbe rest of my fellow -prison era bad gone 
— scattered in every direction to their homes in the South — 
and confinement was becoming irksome. But, thanks to our 
fwr guardians in Boston, the time latterly was made to pass 
more pleasantly by frequent presents of s'trawbeiTiea, cur- 
rants, and other delicacies to us ; and at length, on the 24th 
of July, 1805, the action of the President on officers of my 
rank brought the order with which my captivity was to end, 
and, having complied with the regulations prescribed, I was 
paroled and released on that day. 
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